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September 2026  

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CITRUS COUNTY 
NEWSLETTER 

Vicky Iozzia is the Editor of this newsletter.   Our mailing address is 
LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460   Our website is 
lwvcitrus.org  Our email address is lwvcc2013@gmail.com 

Our Wednesday, September 9 meeting features the Candidates 
for US House of Representatives District 15. Vicky Iozzia will 
explain the proposed amendments to the Florida Constitution, 

Coastal Region Library, 10:am. See Page 5. 

Our October 14 meeting features Supervisor of Elections Mo 
Baird, speaking about election security. Coastal Region Library, 

10 am. See Page 6 

Our TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10 MEETING (PLEASE NOTE 
CHANGE OF DAY) will celebrate Veterans, particularly Women 

veterans. It will be at the Coastal Region Library, 10 am. 

Our WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 MEETING (PLEASE NOTE 
CHANGE OF WEEK) will be at the Citrus Hills Golf and Country 

Club. Our guest speaker will be Nancy Kennedy of the Citrus 
County Chronicle. More details to follow.  
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Please visit our Facebook page and "like" us!  
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty 

We want to thank the following businesses for their cooperation: FGE 
Printing, Citrus County Chronicle 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE BOARD MEMBERS AND OTHER 
MEMBERS WHO DO SUCH A GREAT JOB EVERY MONTH 

CONTRIBUTING TO THIS NEWSLETTER! THANKS TO ALL OF YOU 
WHO READ THIS. YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE 

WELCOME! 
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Cattle Dog Restaurant-Wednesday, September 
23, 2026 

 
 

This calendar is from our website: 
Lwvcitrus.org 
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HAPPY SEPTEMBER EVERYONE! 
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Linda Abels, 2nd Vice President, Membership Chair 
 
Welcome to Fall! It may not technically be fall yet, but once the kids head back to school, fall 
has arrived. Vacations are wrapping up, and we are all looking forward to cooler 
temperatures. 
 
Until that happens, please join us for our next meeting, and please consider bringing a 
friend or neighbor! This is an important meeting packed with crucial information everyone 
will need before casting their vote. 
 
Our main presentation will focus on the constitutional amendments appearing on the 
upcoming ballot. We have also invited candidates for the U.S. House of Representatives to 
introduce themselves and participate in a Q&A session. 
 

We would also like to extend a warm welcome to our newest members, Janet Foy, 
Lloyd Goodman, Gene Weston, and Carol Kirk. Please be sure to say hello 
and introduce yourself  to Janet, Lloyd and Carol at our next meeting! 
 
Have a Wonderful Month! 
  
Linda 
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Vicky Iozzia, 1st President, Newsletter Editor,  

Webmaster, Speakers Bureau Chair 
 

I think a lot about leadership these days. Do leaders make a difference? I  believe that 
they do.  

 
The personality of a leader is critical. Here is what I think good leaders are: 

 Good listeners 
 Intelligent people 
 Even tempered 
 Not egotistical. It’s not all about them 
 They take care of their people 
 
I recently watched “Lincoln”, a three-part documentary from 2022, from the History 
Channel, featuring Barack Obama and renowned historian Doris Kearns Goodwin.  
I knew how Lincoln was tortured by the brutality of the war, but what I didn’t know 

was: 
 He actually went to the battlefields, with bullets whizzing past his stove pipe hat. 
 He was instrumental in devising military strategy after firing several Generals. 
 His opinions evolved into making the war about slavery, and he timed the release 

of the Emancipation Proclamation so that it would have the most effect. 
 

Although he was President during an unbelievable, horrible war where brother fought 
brother, and hand-to-hand combat left fields with the debris of dead tortured bodies, he also 
was responsible for the freeing of slaves.  
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What would have happened if he had not been assassinated? He was determined to 

heal the country. He did not arrest the Confederate generals, nor did he take their weapons.  
 

 Reunification might have happened with love instead of the vengeance that Andrew 
Johnson implemented. We will never know, but I think things would have been different. 

 
Most Presidents age, some drastically, as they perform their duties. Abraham Lincoln 

certainly did. Here is the one picture I have seen him close to smiling, sometime between 
the end of the war and his death.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I am very sad to say, and I know you all know, that Dolly Parton passed 
away. What a loss! What a leader! What a woman! Her attitude, her kindness, her 
philanthropy, her acceptance of human beings, and her endless talent, has 
impacted literally millions of people’s lives. She was what a leader should be – 
smart, innovative, and always looking out for other people.  

 Here are two comments from famous people about her: 
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August 8 meeting of the League of Women Voters 
of Citrus County 

 
Dr. BJ Ezell presenting, and I just had to include this second picture! What a sweetie 

she is!  
 
On Saturday, August 8, 2026, the League of Women Voters of Citrus County had a 

special meeting featuring as our guest speaker our very own board member Dr. BJ Ezell. It 
commemorated the anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and was titled: 
“Empowering Citrus County: Restoring the Voting Rights Act – A Day of Remembrance and 
Action”. 
 
 Rather than telling you all of the details of what she said, I am going to give you a 
summary and then you can watch it yourself using the link at the bottom of this article.  
 
 Dr. BJ discussed what our community can do to protect our vote, gave a summary of 
current voting laws, explained and emphasized the critical importance of the Voting Rights 
Act and how it has been disempowered in recent years, and gave the attendees that 
opportunity to impact what happens by learning to use the Five Calls app to contact elected 
officials.  
 
 So often we go to hear a speaker, get information, and then don’t know what to do with 
it. At the League of Women Voters, we aim to give our members and the public information 
that they can learn and use.   
https://youtu.be/9Vpt1YsoGKc 
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From Peg Primeau, 2nd President, 
Reproductive Justice Chair,  

Treasurer 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peg says this says it all! I agree! 
 
 
 
 

 



Page 14 of 60  
  

 



Page 15 of 60  
  

 
 

 
 
Redistricting 2026…. Hmmm…. 
How did that work out for Citrus County? 
By Rosemary Nilles, 1st VP 

Think out loud with me… 
 
Why will voters in Citrus County, come November, be voting for two Congressional Candidates from Tampa?  
 
Why are we now in District 15 instead of District 12?   Why does our new district 15 have such an unusual 
shape?  Didn’t we learn the word ‘gerrymandering’ in grade school? 
 
The answers are easily explained, but not likely forthcoming from the governor and legislators who voted to 
redistrict in Florida.   
 
President Trump was much more transparent last June, when he first called for redistricting in Texas, in order 
to protect his House majority in the November midterms.    
 
Gov. DeSantis jumped on the bandwagon soon afterwards, calling for redistricting in Florida.  Over the 
months between July and April, he claimed several different reasons why redistricting was needed.  But not 
once did he mention increasing his party’s seats in Congress.  Finally, at great cost to taxpayers, he called a 
special session of the legislature in late April.  Before redistricting, Florida had 28 districts: 20 R and 8 D. 
 
At right is Gov. DeSantis’ new map, color-coded to show 24 of the 28 
districts likely “red” for his party, with four likely “blue” districts left.   
He released this map to Fox News on April 27, the day before it was 
shown to the legislators.   
The new map was easily passed along party lines and remains in place 
now.   FL new congressional districts 2026 

 
Keep in mind that Florida’s Constitutional Amendments expressly 
forbid drawing new  
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maps for partisan gain!  And 63% of Florida voters passed those amendments in 2010!  FL Fair Districts 
Amendments 2010   
 
Before redistricting, Citrus was in District 12.  We knew our incumbent, Rep. Gus Bilirakis.  And then 
redistricting happened!   
 
Citrus is now in a new district that snakes its way all the 
way into Tampa!   See map at right. 
 
We had to learn about our new District 15 incumbent, 
Rep. Laurel Lee, from Tampa.  Candidates who wanted to 
challenge the two incumbents had to rethink their plans.   
 
Two main challengers ended up on the August 18 primary 
ballot.  
 
When the August 18 primary results came in, they showed that the challenger who lives closest to Citrus 
won the votes in Citrus but still lost the primary.  The challenger who won the primary lives 72 miles away, in 
Tampa.  That challenger got more votes from voters in that part of the district.  Citrus County Chronicle District 15 
Primary Results 
 
Citrus County residents will have two main choices on the November ballot.   
 

Both candidates are from Tampa!   
This is the result of partisan gerrymandering for partisan gain! 

 
This column isn’t about my opinion about the candidates.  This is instead to point out what happens when 
maps are contorted to keep a party in power.   
 
We have our governor and our elected state legislators to thank for being the most gerrymandered 
congressional district in Florida. 
 
**This column reflects my personal opinion as a voter and does not reflect LWV positions.  
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Speaker’s Bureau 
 

Rosemary Nilles is co-chair of the Florida Speakers Bureau 
Vicky Iozzia is the chair of the LWV Citrus Speakers Bureau 

If your organization is interested in having a speaker, contact Vicky Iozzia at 
vickyiozzia@gmail.com 
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This is an August, 2025 article by CNN. It 
features information on Rachel Newman, LWV of 
Citrus County member, by her permission.  

Campuses reopen under Trump administration sexual assault 

rules critics say protect the accused more than survivors 

College students are heading back to campus under sexual assault rules created during President Donald 

Trump’s first term – ones that survivor advocates say offer more protections for students accused of sexual 

assault than those who survive it. 

The Trump administration told schools in January that Title IX, the federal law that bans discrimination 

based on sex and governs how schools respond to complaints of sexual misconduct, will be enforced under 

2020 rules after the Biden administration’s version of the rules were only in place for a few months in 2024. 

The policy change comes amid the Trump administration’s monthslong campaign to pull funding from 

universities that refuse to toe the line on a host of issues, from diversity programs to transgender athletes 

and pro-Palestinian protests. 

The revived 2020 guidance narrows the definition of sexual harassment, extending protections for students 

accused of sexual misconduct and adding requirements like live hearings with the potential for cross-

examination. 

Now survivor advocates are urging students to understand how these rules impact them as they head back 

to school and into the so-called red zone that puts students at an increased risk for sexual assault. 

About 13% of all college students experience rape or sexual assault, with women ages 18 to 24 particularly 

at risk, according to RAINN, the nation’s largest advocacy organization against sexual violence. And sexual 
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violence occurs at a higher rate from August to November, when students are making their way through 

their first semesters in college, RAINN’s data shows. 

Title IX’s recent history 

Enacted in 1972 to prevent discrimination based on sex in educational settings where federal money is 

funneled, Title IX allows for the government to terminate federal assistance to institutions that do not 

comply. 

With precious funding on the line, universities have tiptoed through a maze of changing regulations over the 

years, with many developing specialized offices and staffing coordinators whose sole job is to help them 

stay compliant. 

But Title IX’s approach to sexual assault cases has never been perfect. It’s often bogged down by 

bureaucracy and policy shifts between administrations, experts say. 

In a 2011 “Dear Colleague” letter, the Obama administration implored institutions to take a more proactive 

approach to combatting sexual harassment, including sexual violence specifically. 

“The era of rule by letter is over,” then-Education Secretary Betsy DeVos announced in 2017, saying the 

Obama policies would be discarded and replaced with new guidance. 

A ‘pervasive’ issue arises 

Emma Grasso Levine was a student when the 2020 rules came out. She now helps students navigate those 

rules as a senior manager for Title IX policy and programs at Advocates for Youth, which fights for sexual 

health and equity for young people. 

The new rules create a higher bar for requiring schools to intervene in cases of sexual harassment, stating 

the behavior must be so “severe, pervasive, and objectively offensive” that it deprives victims of access to 

their education. 
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“For instance, because the word ‘pervasive’ is in there, oftentimes that’s interpreted as having to have 

happened multiple times,” Levine said. “And so a student could report something that happened once, but 

that was pretty severe, but because it hadn’t happened multiple times, to meet that pervasive standard, the 

school is not required to respond to it.” 

The 2020 policy also does not cover instances of sexual harassment or assault that occur outside official 

school settings, like off-campus apartments or study abroad trips, Levine said. 

Some, like the free speech advocacy group Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, support the 

2020 regulations and the strengthened protections they bring to accused students. 

The live hearings with cross-examination are essential to maintain due process amid sexual assault 

allegations, where so much is at stake, said Tyler Coward, FIRE’s lead counsel for government affairs. 

“If a student is branded by their university to be essentially a sex criminal, and that’s on their record, and 

they face expulsion, good luck getting into any other college anytime in your lifetime,” Coward said. 

“If we’re tasking universities to make these sometimes very difficult factual determinations, we should be 

doing everything we can to make sure that they’re actually getting these things right,” he noted. 

While some lauded the rules as protecting the rights of accused students, sexual assault survivor advocates 

immediately expressed concern back in 2020, and it wasn’t long until the real-world impacts of the rules 

were revealed. 

A ‘grueling’ process 

Rachel Newman was a freshman at New College of Florida in October 2022 when she says she was raped 

in her dorm room, setting off her own experience with Title IX under 2020 rules, she told CNN. 

“It happened when I was asleep, so I woke up to the rape, and I basically kind of ran through that night what 

I was going to do in the morning and who I was going to reach out to,” she said. 
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In the morning, she reached out to close family and friends and decided to get a rape kit. 

Newman reached out to campus police, who engaged the school’s Title IX office, and she started a 

complaint, she said. Despite a helpful Title IX coordinator, Newman said, it was the start to a “grueling” 

endeavor. 

“I was just completely impacted. I did not leave my dorm room for weeks on end. I did not go to class,” 

Newman said, for fear of running into her alleged attacker on campus – which she did. Her academic 

performance and mental health suffered, she said, and she developed a severe eating disorder. 

Students involved in Title IX complaints are allowed to have an adviser of their choice to assist them 

through the process – be it a friend, parent, coach, lawyer or someone else. When the other student got a 

lawyer, Newman said she felt the pressure rising. 

“I personally felt I would have been unprepared if I didn’t get my own attorney, and I felt a lot of pressure to 

get an attorney. Luckily, I was able to find a resource that provided me an attorney pro bono, but so many 

people do not have that opportunity as a complainant,” she said. 

Because the other student unenrolled at the university, the school dismissed Newman’s complaint, which it 

has the right to do under Title IX rules. Newman attempted to appeal the decision to no avail, she said. 

“I felt like that was kind of like my last chance to kind of have any sort of justice in the situation,” she said. 

Newman also pursued a criminal case, she told CNN, but the state attorney decided not to pursue charges 

after the Title IX case was closed. 

Because criminal charges were not filed and the Title IX case was dismissed, there is no record of the 

alleged rape beyond Newman’s initial complaint with the university, she said. 

New College of Florida confirmed a student with Newman’s name was registered from 2022 to 2023, but 

declined to provide additional details, citing the sensitive nature of the matter. A spokesperson with the 

university directed CNN to its current Title IX policy. 
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The Twelfth Judicial Circuit Office of the State Attorney of Florida did not respond to CNN’s requests for 

comment. 

The whole process lasted about six months, most of Newman’s freshman year. Dealing with the current 

Title IX process stoked a desire to make it more manageable for other survivors. 

“In a lot of ways, it mimics the legal system and that can be a deterrent,” she said. “It feels very 

intimidating.” 

In the nearly three years since her alleged assault, Newman sought treatment for their eating disorder and 

transferred to another university, where she is studying psychology and pre-law. She joined the group Know 

Your IX, led by Advocates for Youth, where she educates students about the regulations and push for policy 

changes. After graduating, she hopes to work in Title IX law. 

“It leaves its mark, of course, but I look at all the work I’ve had the opportunity to do, and I know that it 

wouldn’t have been possible if it weren’t for what happened,” Newman said. 

Concerns about live cross-examination 

Advocates for Youth created a 2021 report on the impact of the Title IX process on students, citing victim 

blaming, procedural issues and complaints that take more than a year to resolve. 

The report describes a nine-hour hearing that a student who revealed intimate relationship details described 

as “utterly humiliating.” 

The live hearing process can be traumatic for sexual assault survivors, says Zoey Brewer, policy and 

grassroots coordinator with RAINN. 

“From the students I’ve spoken with in the past, the live cross-examination is one of the biggest things that 

deter students from engaging in the Title Nine process,” she said. “It’s something that can be so 

retraumatizing if it’s not handled in a really delicate and trauma informed way that it can entirely dissuade 

from some somebody from pursuing a formal investigation as an option at all.” 
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Levine and other college students around the country spent years advocating for a change to the policy, 

which eventually came when the Biden administration released a new policy in November 2024. 

The new rules expanded the definition of sexual harassment and eliminated the requirement for live 

hearings. They also included off-campus and international incidents and provided added protections for 

LGBTQ+ and pregnant students. 

“Those pieces of the rule really came from the demands of student activists, youth survivors and Title IX 

advocates,” Levine said. “Many of us thought – or hoped – that we may have just won a huge victory for 

student civil rights under the Biden rule.” 

That victory was short lived. The 2024 policy faced legal challenges in multiple states, and this January a 

federal judge issued a ruling that blocked the policy nationwide. Soon after, the Trump administration issued 

its own “Dear Colleague” letter, advising schools they must return to the 2020 policy created under DeVos. 

Live hearings seen as ‘barrier’ 

The initial introduction of the 2020 policy sent ripples through the world of education, said Kayleigh Baker, a 

senior consultant who sits on the board of the Association of Title IX Administrators. The group helps 

support and train the coordinators who often staff these specialized roles. 

“The 2020 regulations moved it from something that was administrative to something that often feels like a 

courtroom,” Baker said, who served as a Title IX coordinator under these policies. 

The 2020 policy was implemented on campuses during the Covid-19 pandemic. Some of the live hearings 

for sexual assault complaints were virtual, but they still required live participation, Baker said. 

The advisers students choose are tasked with assisting them through the hearing and cross examination. 

Some have raised concern this could disadvantage students who can’t afford a lawyer for the process. 

Cross-examination under Title IX “isn’t what you see on TV. It’s a more moderated process,” she said. 

Coordinators are tasked with making sure the questioning is relevant and respectful, Baker said. 
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“This is not that scene in ‘Legally Blonde’,” Baker tells hearing participants, referring to the 2021 movie 

starring Reese Witherspoon. “If you as an adviser hope that this is your moment, you have come to the 

wrong place, because I’m not going to let that happen.” 

Still, the prospect of a live hearing can be so daunting for students that some decide to forgo it altogether, 

she noted. 

“I have talked with coordinators who say, ‘We have just as many reports (of sexual assault or harassment) 

but we have fewer complainants who are willing to go through the formal process,’” she said. 

“I think the idea of this live hearing with adviser-led cross-examination is a barrier,” she added. “Even if the 

idea of it doesn’t necessarily match reality, right? There’s a perception problem.” 

Baker emphasized resources are still available under Title IX for students who do not want to go through 

the formal complaint process. That could mean schedule changes, no-contact orders or academic flexibility, 

she said. 

The brief introduction of the 2024 Title IX regulations sent some schools scrambling to make changes to 

adhere to the new regulations, which they now have to walk back, Baker said. 

“It’s a tough pivot. They put a lot of work into changing their policies, and are having to go back to policies 

that, you know, they created four years ago,” she said. 

The back-and-forth has been difficult for schools, some of which have had a hard time keeping Title IX 

coordinator positions filled, she said. 

These coordinators now need to understand multiple versions of the law, experts note. 

What happens next 

The Department of Education hosts regional sites under the Office for Civil Rights which provide some 

oversight for the process and can handle claims from students who feel their schools are mishandling 
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sexual assault complaints. However, experts say many of those local offices have shuttered this year under 

the Trump administration’s cuts to the Education Department. 

With the 2020 regulations likely in place for the foreseeable future, student and survivor advocates say 

schools and states can implement their own policies, alongside Title IX requirements, to improve the 

process. 

“There’s no rule that says that schools and states both can’t go above and beyond what the real bare 

minimum of Title IX is right now,” Levine, with Advocates for Youth, said. 

That’s where the group’s network of student advocates, like Newman in Florida, comes in. They are working 

to encourage schools to strengthen protections for sexual assault survivors, like extending school policy to 

include off-campus incidents. 

Newman believes the Title IX process should continue even if a student unenrolls in a school. She would 

also like survivors to have greater access to legal support. 

“I think that no complainant should have to pay for counsel,” she said. “They didn’t choose for any act of 

violence to occur against them, so they should not have to pay for an attorney.” 

Advocates are also pushing for state-level protections, which can provide some recourse for students who 

choose to forgo Title IX and pursue outside legal action, Levine said. 

 

Across the nation, survivor advocates have been pushing to close intoxication loopholes in state laws that 

can prevent sexual assault survivors from getting justice if they were unable to consent after becoming 

voluntarily intoxicated. 

The National Women’s Law Center, which fights for gender justice, is involved in ongoing legal action to 

challenge the Trump administration’s rules. 
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The back-and-forth on Title IX doesn’t exist in a vacuum, Shiwali Patel, a senior director with the center, told 

CNN. 

“This backlash that we saw was very much in tandem with backlash we were seeing around the #MeToo 

movement, this general outcry against survivors rights, allegations being treated seriously,” she said. “The 

backlash also emerged in the Title IX context.” 

Advocates are drawing on practices that have proven to work for sexual assault survivors in other settings. 

“There are ways to ensure due process is protected while still acknowledging the experience of sexual 

assault survivors, like using indirect questioning,” Patel said. 

“When they claimed due process protections,” she said, “it was actually used as a dog whistle to require 

weakened protections against sexual harassment.” 

If you or someone you know has experienced sexual assault, you are not alone. Visit 

RAINN’s National Sexual Assault Hotline for help. Call 800.656.HOPE (4673), chat at 

hotline.RAINN.org or text “HOPE” to 64673. 
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Vicki Boody Mourer – Great Women Series 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madam C.J. Walker: The Laundress Who 

              Built a Beauty Empire and Empowered Generations 

Madam C.J. Walker proved that a woman’s circumstances do not define her destiny. Born 
Sarah Breedlove in 1867 to parents who had been enslaved, she faced severe poverty, was 
orphaned at age seven, and became a widowed mother by age twenty. For years, she 
earned a meager living as a washerwoman. Yet, she transformed her struggles into a 
multimillion-dollar hair care empire, becoming America’s first self-made female millionaire 
and a blueprint for women’s economic independence. 
 
Like many Black women of her era, Sarah suffered from severe scalp ailments and hair loss 
due to poor sanitation and harsh chemicals. Instead of accepting the status quo, she 
experimented with ingredients until she created her own healing formula. Renaming herself 
Madam C.J. Walker, she launched her signature product, "Madam Walker’s Wonderful Hair 
Grower." She did not just sell ointment; she sold confidence, hygiene, and self-worth to 
women whom mainstream society ignored. 
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What truly sets Madam Walker apart is her commitment to lifting other women as she 
climbed. At a time when career options for Black women were largely limited to domestic 
service, Walker created a direct-sales model that offered real economic freedom.  Her 
message to her agents was: “I want you to understand that your first duty is to humanity.” 
 
She opened beauty schools and trained a network of over 20,000 "Walker Agents." She paid 
them lucrative commissions, teaching them how to build their own businesses, budget their 
money, and achieve financial security. She famously stated, "I want the great masses of my 
people to understand that because a woman is born in a cabin, she does not have to remain 
there." 
 
Walker believed that wealth was a tool to drive social change. She became a fierce activist 
and philanthropist, funding scholarships for women at Tuskegee Institute, donating to 
orphanages, and organizing her agents into civic clubs to fight against racial injustice. 
Madam C.J. Walker’s life reminds us that true success is measured by how many doors we 
open for others. She reshaped the beauty industry, but her greatest achievement was 
proving that when women are given the tools to succeed, they can reshape the world. 
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This is from our August 12 Social. 
Come join us for our Monthly Social! Have a 

cup of something or a snack. 
Join the conversation or listen. 

 
Our next meeting is at the Cattle Dog Restaurant 

in Inverness, 4:00, 
Wednesday, September 23, 2026 
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African American Read-in 

 The 18th Annual African American Read-in took place on Sunday, February 
22, 2026, at the Curtis Peterson Auditorium. It was a well-executed presentation 
which was positive and often emotionally moving. I will be including the literary 
pieces which were read in future newsletters.  Once a year is not enough to enjoy 
this 
literature.  
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IN THE NEWS for your consideration. 
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Maxine Connor, Natural Resources Chair 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FROM LWVCC NATURAL RESOURCES CHAIR 
SEPTEMBER, 2026 

 
LWVFL Clean Energy Action Team Monthly Statewide Zoom Sept. 16 @ 5 pm-6 pm 

with Dory Larsen, MPH,  
Senior Electric Transportation Program Manager 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE) 
 

Don Wright Presentation on Hot Seas, Future Storm Threats, and the Impacts of Climate Change on 
Florida’s Gulf Coast – Available upon Request 

 
Rethink Energy Florida Virtual Training Available 
Webinar on Energy Affordability – Sept. 3 at 6 pm 

Webinar on Effective Advocacy through Public Comment – Sept. 17 at 5:30 pm 
 

Sierra Adventure Coast MeetUp September 16  
with Don Hall on 

Regeneration: Transform Yourself to Transform the World 
Zoom and In Person – Open to the Public 

 
31st Annual Save Our Waters Week 

September 19-26, 2026 
 

 Chassahowitzka  
River & Coastal Clean-Up - Sat., Sept. 19th  

 
Sierra Club Florida: Stop Hyperscale 

Data Center Expansion in Florida 
 

Controversial Hearings 
Betz Farm and River Oaks 
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LWVFL Clean Energy Action Team Monthly Statewide Zoom Sept. 16 @ 5 pm-6 pm 
with Dory Larsen, MPH 

Senior Electric Transportation Program Manager 
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE) 

 
Dory Larsen, MPH, Senior Electric Transportation Program Manager for Southern Alliance for Clean Energy, 
will be our guest speaker, and her topic will be the Transportation Electrification in the Southeast Report 
update as well as the I Drive a Used EV! Campaign. She will also share SACE’s updated Toolkit and Fleet 
support for municipal governments. All LWVCC members will receive an email invitation with a link to 
register for the Zoom meeting. If you are not a member of the League of Women Voters of Citrus County 
and would like the link, email maxineconnor@gmail.com 
The meeting is open to the public; please share with anyone interested. 
https://cleanenergy.org/resource/transportation-electrification-in-the-southeast-report-updated-2025-state-
and-regional-data/ 
 

Dr. Don Wright’s Presentation Available upon Request: 
Hot Seas, Future Storm Threats, and the Impacts of Climate Change on Florida’s Gulf Coast 

 
Dr. Don Wright has a PhD from the Coastal Studies Institute at Louisiana State University. He has been 
studying and continues to study Marine Science for all of his life. He a Dean Emeritus of the School of 
Marine Science and Director Emeritus of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, College of William and 
Mary, as well as being Professor Emeritus there. More recently he was Director of Coastal and 
Environmental Research, Southeastern University Research Association (SURA), a Washington DC 
consortium of 60 universities. He is a renowned expert and author of over 230 publications including co-
authoring a textbook, “ Tomorrow’s Coasts: Complex and Impermanent.” 
 
He has recently given his presentation via Zoom hosted by the League of Women Voters of Florida’s Clean 
Energy Action Team, live and via Zoom to the League of Women Voters of Citrus County’s monthly meeting, 
and live and via Zoom to the Sierra Adventure Coast Group (Hernando and Citrus County). He has 
graciously shared his slides and his PowerPoint narrative. Please email maxineconnor@gmail.com if you 
would like a copy of this critical information. 
 
Here is a brief description of the first talk he gave: 
Ocean heat content is the most robust indicator of climate change we have, and it is a key factor in forecasts 
of tropical cyclones (hurricanes, typhoons). The amount of heat stored in the oceans reached a record high 
in 2025. Florida’s Gulf Coast is among the world’s most vulnerable coasts due to warming seas. Global 
warming is a proven, non-political fact, not a hoax. We must prepare for, not deny, the coastal risks that lie 
ahead.  
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The dismantling of ocean and climate research by the current administration endangers us all. 
 
Also, on August 25th, Sierra Club Florida posted some of the slides from Don Wright’s presentation on their 
Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/14oFW6RwN9k/?mibextid=wwXIfr 
 

Rethink Energy Florida Virtual Training Available 
Webinar on Energy Affordability – Sept. 3 at 6 pm 

Webinar on Effective Advocacy through Public Comment – Sept. 17 at 5:30 pm 
 

Webinar on Energy Affordability: ReThink Energy Florida has partnered with Food & Water Watch to host 
a statewide webinar on Thursday, September 3rd at 6 PM ET to discuss how to build local power for 
affordable energy in your community! 
 
During the webinar, they will discuss why electricity bills in Florida have skyrocketed, explore local solutions 
to make energy more affordable, and share how you can organize in your community to pressure elected 
officials to take action. 
They will also share helpful resources and tools so that you’ll leave feeling informed, empowered, and ready 
to take on the fight for affordable energy in Florida. 
 
When Floridians are struggling with an affordability crisis and the threats posed by climate change and AI 
data center expansion, we must make our voices heard. Now is the time to learn, take action, and urge our 
elected leaders to support solutions that will win real improvements for our communities. 
 
Sign up for the Energy Affordability Webinar, Thursday, September 3 at 6 pm ET here: 
https://actionnetwork.org/events/how-to-win-affordable-energy-for-your-community?source=direct_link& 
 
Webinar on Effective Advocacy through Public Comment: Also, join ReThink Energy Florida's Laura 
Pinto-Alton at 5:30 pm ET on Thursday September 17 for their next Training:  Effective Advocacy 
Through Public Comment. 
Whether in legislative delegation hearings or legislative committee meetings, there is often time for public 
comment. This is an effective way to gauge legislators’ stances on issues and to let yourself be heard in a 
public setting. At this training, they will discuss and workshop speeches for committee and legislative 
delegation meetings. 
 
Sign up for theTraining Webinar:  Effective Advocacy Through Public Comment 
Thursday, 9/17/2026 at 5:30 ET 
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/o5SdJtkWSE2NaNa5bgR27g 
Information from ReThink Energy Florida - https://www.rethinkenergyflorida.org/ 
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Adventure Coast MeetUp September 16 - Don Hall on Regeneration: 

 Transform Yourself to Transform the World 
 

       
 

Join us for the September 16th monthly meeting of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group at the Historic 
Brooksville Woman’s Club, 131 South Main Street in Brooksville. Social at 6:30pm, Presentation by 

guest speaker Don Hall at 7pm.  
Open to the Public 

 
Don is the founder of Evolutionary Change and author of The Regeneration Handbook: Transform Yourself to 
Transform the World (New Society Publishers, 2024). He is an internationally-recognized leader in the 
Transition Towns Movement over the past 17 years: first as Education & Outreach Coordinator for Transition 
Colorado, then as founder and Executive Director of Transition Sarasota (Florida) and Executive Director of 
Transition US. Don is now Training Coordinator for Transition Network International. He also holds a Master’s 
in Environmental Leadership from Naropa University, a certification in Permaculture Design from the Central 
Rocky Mountain Permaculture Institute and regularly teaches on a wide variety of topics including leadership 
development, community organizing, effective collaboration, and local food systems. 

 
In 2019, Don edited and published 10 Stories of Transition in the US: Inspiring Examples of Community 
Resilience-Building. His journey from local grassroots organizing in Florida to national and global scales 
provides an incredible blueprint for community-led change. He lives in Boulder, Colorado and loves hiking in 
the mountains, playing music with friends, and practicing Tibetan Buddhist meditation. 

 
Join the meeting in person or via Zoom. To participate remotely via Zoom, please register in advance at:  

 

 
     

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/YFo8R7IcQi6XgSJ_bUp11w 
If this hot link doesn’t work when you click on it, copy and paste it into your address bar. 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.  
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For more information, check out the website at www.sierraclub.org/florida/adventure-coast, email 
sierraclubadventurecoastcc@gmail.com  or call 352 277-3330. Find us on Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, and 
Bluesky.  
Article Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 

 
 

 
 

31st Annual Save Our Waters Week 
Theme: Conserve Water Today for Tomorrow 

FEATURED ACTIVITIES 
September 19-26, 2026 

 
County Wide Annual Lakes, Rivers & Coastal Cleanup 
Citrus County's 31st Annual Save Our Waters Week (SOWW), sponsored by Keep Citrus County Beautiful 
Inc., will be September 19-26, 2026, with the theme, “CONSERVE WATER TODAY FOR TOMORROW”. The 
week, which promotes public appreciation and awareness to save our irreplaceable waters, features 
activities offered free to the public. 
 
The week kicks off with the 37th Annual Lakes, Rivers and Coastal Cleanup on Saturday, September 19. 
Individuals and groups across the county are encouraged to participate. Click here to register. Deadline to 
register is Friday, September 4. For more information call: (352) 201-0149. All participants will receive a 
Save Our Waters Week T-shirt. 
 
Go here to see the many featured activities people can participate in. https://www.kccbinc.org/save-our-
waters.php 

 
 

Chassahowitzka River & Coastal Clean-Up Sat. Sept. 19th 

 
Keep Citrus County Beautiful and Save Our Waters Week Committee, in partnership with the Citrus County 
Aquatics Service Division, invites the public to participate in the county’s 2026 37th Annual Lakes, Rivers & 
Coastal Clean-Up scheduled for Saturday,  
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Sept. 19th from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
 
The event is conducted each year in partnership with the Citrus County Government, Southwest Florida 
Water Management District, and others to promote public awareness to save Citrus County’s rivers, lakes, 
estuaries, and springs from further deterioration and ecological disaster. 
 
Friends of the Chassahowitzka River, the Nature Coast Ramblers, and Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 
will again participate.  If you wish to help in this cleanup, please sign up by replying to this notice. 
 
Deadline to register is September 3rd if you wish to join our group and get a t-shirt. Reply to Ben (352-897-
0479) with an SMS text, or email to bfberauer@aol.com to sign up. 
Article Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 
 
 
                                         Sierra Club Florida: Stop Hyperscale 

Data Center Expansion in Florida 
 
                                             
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sierra Club: Meta data center in Mesa, Arizona. 
 
Sierra Club Florida supports local community efforts to “hit pause” on hyperscale data centers by 
local governments. August 13, 2026, Sierra Club Florida committed to strengthen the efforts of residents 
and community organizations facing the growing threats and impacts of hyperscale data center 
development around the state. These data centers present more extreme environmental concerns than 
traditional facilities due to their large size and higher resource demands that result in extreme strain on 
energy grids, massive water consumption, wildlife habitat destruction, and severe noise pollution. Despite 
taking up vast amounts of land and receiving major state tax breaks, completed data center warehouses 
also employ very few permanent workers, offering little to no long-term economic benefit to local 
communities. 
 
Brooke Alexander-Goss, Sierra Club Florida Organizing Manager, said, “Our communities need access 
to clear, reliable information and practical resources to address the impacts of AI-data center expansion 
around Florida. Sierra Club Florida’s  
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new citizens’ toolkit will help empower residents to advocate for protections for the environment and the 
well-being of their communities." 
 
Javier Estevez, Sierra Club Florida Political and Legislative Director, said, “Florida has a key 
opportunity to learn from residents across the country who have already experienced the impacts of 
hyperscale data centers and address those risks before they happen here. While the Legislature took the 
first step this session in addressing increased costs, we must do more to protect Floridians from the other 
impacts associated with AI-data centers, including dangers to public health and the environment. Sierra 
Club Florida is committed to helping residents understand these proposals, engage with local officials, and 
prepare their communities to meet the challenges ahead.” 
 
Robin Orlandi, Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group Citrus Conservation Committee Co-chair, 
said, “Citrus County residents showed what communities can accomplish when they come together to 
protect their water, environment, and quality of life. More than 200 residents turned out for a nearly nine-
hour public hearing, and the county ultimately voted unanimously to deny the proposed data center 
application. This victory demonstrates the power of informed, organizing community advocacy, but the fight 
is far from over. As counties around Florida develop new protections against data center proposals, 
continued education and engagement will be essential.” 
 
Sierra Club Florida opposes poorly planned hyperscale facilities based on the energy, climate, water 
and ecosystem impacts. Hyperscale Data Centers are extremely large, resource intensive facilities 
designed to support cloud computing and artificial intelligence. Facilities are 100,000 to over 1,000,000 
square feet, some spanning multiple millions of square feet for 5,000 to hundreds of thousands of servers, 
including dense GPU clusters for AI.  They use from 100 to more than 500 megawatts of electricity, 
consume enormous amounts of electricity and water, and generate noise and air pollution from industrial 
cooling systems and diesel backup generators. 
 
What's at Stake: In recent months, it has become clear that local governments aren’t prepared for the rapid 
arrival of these types of facilities; there also aren’t any regulations in place for them.  
 
Extreme Strain on Energy Grids: A single large AI data center can consume as much electricity as 50,000 
households. To support this massive demand, electric companies must upgrade infrastructure, which often 
drives up electricity rates for local residents. 
Massive Water Consumption: Data centers require up to 5 million gallons of water a day for cooling 
systems to keep server racks from overheating. They often consume water directly from local drinking and 
municipal water sources, worsening water scarcity in vulnerable areas. 
Public Health and Noise Pollution: A data center’s industrial cooling fans and HVAC systems run 
continuously, creating a permanent high-decibel drone that disrupts sleep  
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and increases stress for residents, drives homeowners away, and decreases local property values. 
Minimal Economic Benefit: Despite use of vast amounts of land and receiving major state tax breaks, 
completed data center warehouses employ very few permanent workers. 
 
Sierra Club Florida Requirements for responsible development include 100% renewable energy 
standards, water and cooling standards, community protections from noise and infrastructure needs, 
location and site principles to prioritize already disturbed or developed sites, and resource responsibility on 
the use of water and electricity produced onsite or purchased locally.  Hyperscale data centers can support 
technology innovation, but only if planned responsibly. Florida communities should not bear the 
environmental or financial costs of poorly designed facilities.  
 
Take Action: Together, we can push back against data centers in our communities. Sign up for updates, 
support our work, follow us on social media, and check out our toolkit at  
https://www.sierraclub.org/florida/datacenters 
for information, resources, and materials to join us in this fight! 

The first draft for public comment of the new Citrus County Data Center Ordinance Amendment will be 
released in early September, with a public feedback form available online, followed by a public Board of 
County Commissioners workshop before the final draft is scheduled for review before the Planning and 
Development Commission. Contact us at sierraclubadventurecoastcc@gmail.com.   
Article and Opinion Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 

 
 

Two Recent Controversial Hearings 
 

Betz Farm  
PDC Hearing was August 20 - Denied 

BOCC hearing will be October 13 
 
The Citrus County Planning and Development Commission on August 20 at 9 am heard PUD (Planned Unit 
Development amendment) 2733, Betz Farm Development of Regional Impact (DRI) – Pigeon-Ardurra 
LLC, on behalf of Bravo Land Group, LLC. The amendment proposes 1,466 dwelling units at 3406 N 
Turkey Oak Drive in Crystal River. It was rejected by the PDC. It is set for hearing before the County 
Commission on October 13, 2026, at 5:05pm.   
 
 
Betz farm property in Crystal River was provided to the county for conservation as part of a mitigation 
agreement years ago. The parcel is heavily wooded, features wetlands, wildlife, and specimen trees and is 
within the SPZ for Kings Bay. This large  
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development will negatively impact springs recharge and demand significant increases in water 
withdrawal.  Several past attempts at tentative purchase agreements between developers and the county 
failed. This past May, BOCC terminated the current applicant’s contract due to the buyer “failing to submit 
its Land Use applications within the time frame allotted.”  But a few weeks later, under threat of legal action, 
the BOCC reinstated it-citing the potential costs of lawsuits— in a controversial about-face that has 
generated significant public attention and calls for the parcel to remain as undeveloped land for public use 
and recreation.  Our local Sierra Club believes that the Betz Farm parcel should be zoned as conservation 
land for Citrus County to protect local springs, wildlife, and groundwater resources, and to offset increasing 
rates of development in the Crystal River and the 19/98 corridor, including already approved local projects 
as well as future planned developments of regional impact like the final extensions of the Suncoast Parkway.  
This paragraph and Opinion Expressed Herein Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group   
 

River Oaks – PDC Denied 
BOCC Approved 

 
The County Commission on August 25th, 2026 at 5pm at the Citrus County Courthouse, 110 N. Apopka 
Ave, Room 100, Inverness, FL heard the following application: Kimley-Horn on behalf of Pulte Home 
Company, LLC had requested a Planned Unit Development (PUD-2026-00002) called River Oaks to 
allow up to 667 residential units on 267.2 acres at 6450 N Carl G Rose Hwy (SR-200) in Hernando.  
 
The BOCC approved this request with a 3 to 2 vote. Find the video of the BOCC meeting here: 
https://www.citrusclerk.org/728/BOCC-Meeting-Portal 
 
The Planning and Development Commission (PDC) denied this request on July 2nd, 2026, based on intensity 
of use, incompatibility with existing residential use, and unacceptably high Impervious Surface Ratio (ISR) of 
65%. The parcel’s zoning (low-density residential) has an ISR limit of 35%.  Proximity to surface water 
resources (Tsala-Apopka and Hernando lakes) and recharge/wetland areas on this heavily wooded parcel is 
an issue yet no hydrology study was included in the application.  
 
It is adjacent to Deltona’s 800-acre proposed expansion of the Holder Industrial Park.  Application files: 
https://citrusclerk.portal.civicclerk.com/event/8985/files/agenda/11287 . See video of PDC hearing with 
commissioner comments at the end giving reasons for denial. They address the larger burden of growth 
issues in Citrus County at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96MvHarf7Cc&list=PLTSBrZ4QutSB-
Fz7f95P_jXMTvTix3Tks&index=2&pp=iAQB .  
Excerpts Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group   
 
Updated 8/27/26 
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LWV NATIONAL FROM THE WEBSITE 

 

Voting Rights Groups React to Supreme Court 
Order in Trump v. California 

The following statement can be attributed to counsel and Plaintiffs in League of 
Women Voters Massachusetts v. Trump: 

"We're disappointed by this interim ruling by the Supreme Court in the separate 
but related case brought by certain states. However, the district court’s order in 
our case blocking USPS from proceeding with the Rule remains in place, and we 
will fight to keep it that way or to secure new relief. It is important to note that 
today’s ruling only addresses the timing of the state plaintiffs’ challenge. It does 
not affect any voters’ ability to cast a mail ballot. The Supreme Court did not rule 
on the merits of the executive order, and made clear: 'If the Postal Service’s final 
rule harms the States, they may challenge that rule.' 

"Voting rights organizations like the plaintiffs in this case have experienced first-
hand the significant confusion that President Trump’s executive order is causing 
right now. With the November election right around the corner, nonpartisan 
voting rights groups should be fully engaged in the vital work of educating all 
eligible voters to prepare to cast their ballots. Instead, plaintiffs and similar 
organizations are scrambling to understand how the rules may change while 
fielding inquiries from voters who rely on mail ballots and who are confused and 
fearful about how they will exercise their right to vote. 

"President Trump’s attempt to seize control of election rules from the states and 
Congress is clearly unconstitutional and unlawful, and with today’s ruling, we 
will continue to vigorously pursue all available avenues to challenge this 
executive order. We are committed to protecting the right to vote, including full 
access to mail ballots for the millions of eligible voters who rely on them." 
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