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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

'k JlY

October 2026

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CITRUS COUNTY
NEWSLETTER

Vicky lozzia is the Editor of this newsletter. Our mailing address is
LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460 Our website is
lwvcitrus.ora Our email address is lwvcc2013@amail.com

Our October 14 meeting features Supervisor of Elections Mo
Baird, speaking about election security. Coastal Region
Library, Also joining us will be Steve Howard to discuss the
ramifications of Amendment 3. 10 am. See Page 5

Our TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10 MEETING (PLEASE NOTE
CHANGE OF DAY) will celebrate Veterans, particularly Women
veterans. Our guest speaker will be Col. Elizabeth Medina. It

will be at the Coastal Region Library, 10 am. See Page 6

Our WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 LUNCHEON (PLEASE
NOTE CHANGE OF WEEK) will be at the Citrus Hills Golf and
Country Club. Our guest speaker will be Nancy Kennedy of
the Citrus County Chronicle. See Page 8.

Please visit our Facebook page and "like" us!
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty
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We want to thank the following businesses for their cooperation: FGE
Printing, Citrus County Chronicle
THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE BOARD MEMBERS AND OTHER
MEMBERS WHO DO SUCH A GREAT JOB EVERY MONTH
CONTRIBUTING TO THIS NEWSLETTER! THANKS TO ALL OF YOU
WHO READ THIS. YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE
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HAPPY OCTOBER EVERYONE!
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WELCOME!
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Events in October 2026

B List Week Day | October v|2026 v | Go | < Previous

Today Next >

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
4 5 8 7 g g 0
1" 15 8 17
10D pm: Board of
Commissionars
of Citrus County,
Florida masting
4:00 pm: Citrus
County School
Board masting
18 22 23 24
4:0D pm: Cattls
Dog Social for
the League of
Women Voters
of Citrus County
25 27 29 30 31

B:DD am: Library
Advisory Board

1:0D pm: Board of
Commissionars
of Citrus County,
Florida mesting

This calendar is from our website:

Lwvcitrus.org
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League of Women Voters of Citrus County
inuites you to join us on

Wed. October 14

10:00-11:30 AM

Coastal Region Library
8610 W Crystal St. Crgstal River

Important Election Topics!

€

Featured speaker:
Citrus County Supervisor of Elections

Maureen “Mo” Baird %
will speak about

Election Security 2026

Elected in 2020, Ms. Baird has decades of experience in
sdminvstering accurale, secure, and transparent alections.

Citrus County Administrator /’\
Steve Howard ‘e‘,
will then speak about B
The Impact of the Passage of

Amendment 3 on Citrus County’s Budget
Appointed in 2022, Mr. Howard has over 30 yoars in pudic admenstration

** We will also offer important updates on Amendment 3
from League of Women Voters of Flovida **
League of Women Vioders Is @ sonperiisas, grassroets srgamisefion. Aever

BAPPOrTing or opporing candidates or portier. We work no‘«m“m
volers Lo ocively parficipete in sar devmocrotic repabiie l”’ AR I
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League of Women Voters of Citrus County
Invites the public to

Celebrate Veterans Day
featuring

Elizabeth Medina, U.S. Army COL (R)

who will speak about

Life in the Military and After

Tues. November 10

10:00-11:30 AM

Coastal Region Library
8619 W Crystal St. Crystal River

r Ret. Col. Medina served for 33
4 years on active duty and in the

Reserves, including deployments
during Operation Iraqi Freedom.
She currently serves as an
advocate for veterans' health
services and transition programs.

We will also be collecting non-perishable food,
cleaning supplies, & personal care items for CASA.

League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, grassroots
organization, never supporting or opposing candidates
or parties. We work to educate and empower voters to
actively participate in our democratic republic.

Lu.zwuc or WOMEN VOTERS

Please see next page
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Just a reminder: we will be collecting for CASA
donations in the Nov meeting. Please donate.

Personal care and household items: body wash,
conditioner, tampons, laundry detergent, trash
bags, Lysol spray, new women’s underwear and
new men’s underwear of all sizes, multipurpose
cleaner. Pantry and non-perishable food needs:
sugar, salt and pepper, breakfast items, crackers,
tea, kid-friendly drinks and snacks, beverages,
juice, mac and cheese, canned fruits and
vegetables, Alfredo sauce, coffee and coffee
creamer, onion and garlic powder, taco
seasoning, rice, tortillas, popcorn, cooking oll,
honey. (Unexpired items only.)
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Celebrate the Holiday Season with
League of Women Voters of Citrus County

and our Featured Speaker "
Nancy Kennedy .%

Author, Feature Writer and Columnist for the
Citrus County Chronicle

“] Have Potential!”

My decades of writing, learning,
and making it up as I go.

Nancy will tell the lighthearted and inspiring story of how her
writing career began, somewhat by happenstance, over three
decades ago.

Wednesda Decemberz 2026

Citi Golf ar y'c Col intrv

You must order and pay in advance to attend. Go to

Events. Scroll down to bottom of calendar to see how
to select menu and how to pay for your lunch.

| g ! . ] LEAGUE of WOMEN VOTERS
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Linda Abels, 2" Vice President, Membership Chair

Happy October! | hope you all had a great summer and are rested and ready to tackle the "-
fall months. First, I'd like to welcome our newest members, Carol Kirk, Sarah

Goodpaster, and Susan Pellegrino. Please introduce yourself to Carol, Sarah, and
Susan at our next meeting.

| know that most of you are already members of our local league, but many have just signed
up for the newsletter. So, this month | am including our flyer: Make a Difference Where You

Live, Join the League of Women Voters of Citrus County. Please read this flyer and print it
out to hand to your friends and neighbors!

Have a great month, and don't forget to vote!

Linda
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Make a Difference Where You Live:
Join the League of Women Voters of Citrus County!

Why Your Voice Matters Now More Than Ever

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, grassroots organization
dedicated to empowering voters and defending democracy.

We don’t back candidates or political parties - we back voters. By
joining the Citrus County League, you become part of a powerful network
working to make our community more informed, active, and fair.

Top 4 Reasons to Join Us Today

o Empower Local Voters: Help host nonpartisan candidate forums and distribute information about upcoming
elections so our neighbors know when to vote for the candidate of their choice.

e Advocate for Citrus County Issues: From local environmental preservation and water safety to education
and healthcare, we study the issues affecting our unique community and advocate for positive change.

o Stay Informed & Connected: In addition to our public meetings with local experts, enjoy access to online
educational events and member-only legislative briefings.

e Build a Stronger Community: Meet passionate, like-minded neighbors who span the political spectrum but
share a unified goal: making democracy work for everyone.

Who Can Join?

Everyone! Membership is open to all genders, backgrounds, and political affiliations. Whether you have two hours a
month or twenty, there is a place for you to make a meaningful impact. Visit our website to join: lwvcitrus.org.
Membership fees are flexible.

Ready to Shape the Future of Citrus County?

e Visit our website: lwvcitrus.org
e Follow us on Facebook: League of Women Voters of
e Contact us: lwvcc2013@gmail.com

Citrus County

Empowering Voters. Defending
LwEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS' Democracy
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Vicky lozzia, 15t President, Newsletter Editor,
Webmaster, Speakers Bureau Chair

(The following are my own personal thoughts on the world today.)

| have been thinking about writing this and have hesitated until now, but then | read
Jim Gouvellis’ September 18 article in the Chronicle titled “Facebook runs on rage.” |
suggest you read it.

| am fed up with the way people treat other people. Not just now, although it is
magnified, but also in the past.
People make judgements, without evidence, without study, without thought, just quoting
what someone else says. Perpetuating lies, purposely spreading disinformation.
Manners have gone out of style, as if the person’s thoughts and opinions are the only ones
that count. Name calling that would get children in trouble is ugly and rude and is done with
brazen gall.
Making fun of people with disabilities or anyone who is different from you is rampant.
Sickening. There but for the grace of God......
People act solely out for themselves. The heck with the other people or their dignity. “Me,
me, me and the heck with you.”
People are afraid that someone is going to take something from them. That fear makes them
do things they would not ordinarily do.
It makes me nauseous when they defend their “property values” as if their property is more
important than anything else in the world.
What are we teaching our children? Just look around:

e There are no qualifications for government jobs, just undying loyalty to the leader.
e You don’t have the right to control your own body or even to learn about your body.
Don’t trust any kind of sex education.
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e Black people are inferior. DEI means they took jobs from a white person and they are

inherently incompetent.
e Governments result in waste. Government agencies need to be privatized because
they cost too much. Cuts need to be made no matter how many people it hurts.

¢ In Florida, as throughout the country, public schools should lose funding so that private

schools can be created. School vouchers for public schools, almost $8,000 per
student, should remain unregulated.

e Libraries need to be defunded and controlled so that our children don’t read books
they shouldn’t read. That includes books about sex, race, gender, and minorities.

e The government should dictate the curriculum in schools.

e Freedom of speech should be defined by the party in power.

¢ Immigrants are inferior and do not belong here. No matter whether they are here
without documentation or if they are citizens, they will never belong.

e It's ok to kidnap and deport people because of their original national origin or the color

of their skin. Even to deport them to another country! The cruelty is staggering!

e What can the governments afford and not afford? They cannot afford to have
healthcare for citizens. They can afford to have a detention center with inhumane
conditions. They can afford a senseless and endless war.

e Those who are in power should have the right to dictate what everybody else should

do based on their opinions.

The hypocrisy is staggering. It makes me sick. | pray for some kind of sense, sanity, and

intelligence that makes me proud to be part of the human race.

That said, there are good people in the world. People who care, who listen, who are kind
and intelligent. | need these people in my life to keep my sanity, and many of my friends

are League members. Thank God for the League.
| shared this article with a trusted friend, and she wrote the following, asking to be
anonymous:
“It's certainly heartfelt. | guess I'd say feel free to share with your circles.

If you are thinking of it as a statement from, or for the benefit of, LWV of Citrus County, |

think you need to make suggestions about managing impulsive/negative communications.
How to be constructive, what to ask ourselves before we press send, how not to engage or

be provoked by toxic remarks. (I don't have the answers!)

| always remember a psychology film on learning | used to show my students. In it a normal

rat is put into a cage with another normal, unfamiliar rat. They both wandered around
sniffing each other and all areas of the cage. Then the researcher made a split-second

electrical shock pass through the cage floor. Both rats were very startled, jumped straight up

off the floor, then immediately attacked each other.



Page 13 of 52

So when we feel hurt or victimized and don’t know what to do to escape it, we attack
whoever is near. Like our roommate, or our neighbor, or something. So easy on social
media. And trolls keep coaching us to do this!

I’m not excusing toxic behavior, | just think it is so irrational that just calling it out won't fix it.

Jim’s right, too, saying that we don’t have the heart to be so outrageous in person at
random. Like the rats, in person our default is to assume the other guy is not evil.”

Thank you, anonymous person, for this input. | will write about this for the next newsletter.

HERMAN"

9-17 © LaughingStock Licansing Inc.. Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication, 2026

“Just keep going straight, and ask
someone else.”
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The Leaque of Women Voters General Meeting, September 9, 2026

On Wednesday, September 9, 2026, the League of Women Voters of Citrus County
had our regularly scheduled monthly meeting at the Coastal Region Library in Crystal River.

Candidates for the US House Representatives District 15 were invited to speak, and
Vicky lozzia, 1%t President, gave the Florida League presentation “Decisions 2026:
Constitutional Amendments on the Ballot.”

Robert People spoke as US House candidate.

In addition, we presented a certificate of appreciation to Jeanne Messersmith, who
recently did a successful fundraising activity for our League.

The presentation on the amendments was well received, with a lively discussion
following. The Florida League presentation outlined each of the three amendments and
covered: a summary of the amendments, what they look like on the ballot, how they would
affect State and Local governments, what a yes and no vote means, organizations which
support and oppose them, and arguments pro and con.

You can see the video of the meeting at https://youtu.be/vJr8dbQYYCS8
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From Peg Primeau, 2" President,
Reproductive Justice Chair,

Treasurer
As you recall, we held an event on Saturday, August 8, in accord with the national
LWV “Voting Rights Day of Action. (Below are the summary and photo that were sent
afterwards.)

We has registered our plan online and reported back to the national League on the
completed event as requested.

To our surprise, the chapter ust received a support grant of $1,000 from LWVUS for doing
the August 8 program! Kudos and many thanks to Dr. BJ Ezell and Bev Brown and others
who put this outstanding morning together.

As BJ wrote later, “Candidates that we elect or reelect in the years to up to 2032 will
impact the duration of the next extension (of the VRA). Better yet, we can educate,
advocate, and press for not an extension but constitutional protection so extensions are not
necessary?” Amento that.

Dr. BJ Ezell schooled 30+ attendees at the Coastal Region Library on Saturday, August8.

She demonstrated how to contact legislators using their .gov information online and using “5
Calls” app on a smartphone. The event commemorated the anniversary of the Voting Rights
Act becoming law in 1965. Since then, numerous Iegal extensions and provisions have been
necessary to keep the VRA enforceable.
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WhatAbout TheseAmendments?
By Rosemary Nilles, 1* WP

We hear a lot about the amendments on our ballot. But
what dothey really mean? They're complicated this year,
because each involve finances.

Part ofthe LWV missionis to help voters make informed choices, sothisis
an impartial, nonpartisan summary —in plain words whenever possible.

Amendment 1 mandates a larger pool of emergency funds.

Amendment 1: Budget Stabilization Fund

("Emergency/ Rainy Day Fund] Source: FL Legislature
Summary: } ) t
e Amendment1 increases the maximum balance of
Florida's Budget Stabilzation Fund from 10% to 25% of ’1
revenue.

FOND

e It requires an annualfund transfer, which may be
e

suspended by the legislature.
¢ Funds can bewithdrawn for Crifical Sfafe Needs as defined by

legislature.

A YES Vote means: A NO Vote means:

e Florida's Maximum Budget ¢ Maximum Budget Stabilzation
Stabilzation Fund balance will Fund(Rainy Day Fund) balance
increase to 25% of general remains 10% of Florida's general
revenue collection. revenue collection.

¢ Funds must be transferred ¢ No required annualfund transfer.
annually unless conditions for e Funds canbe used for
suspension are met. emergencies and revenue

¢ Funds canbe used for shortfall

emergencies, revenue shortfall
and Crifical Sfafe Needs,
defined by legislature.

-

Supporting Organizations: Opposing Organizations:
e Florida GOP ¢ Florida Education Association
¢ Passed ovenwhelmingly by state (FEA), League of Women Voters

legislators. of Florida (LWWFL
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Supporting Organizations: Opposing Organizations:
¢ Florida GOP ¢ Florida Education Association,
LVFL

Supporters Say: Opponents Say:

¢ Protects agriculture- a backbone e Reduces local government's tax
of FLUs culture & economy. revenue.

e Safeguards ournation because * Mostly benefits a3 handful of giant
food security & nationalsecurity. agribusinesses.

¢ Unfairto othertypes of
businesses who don't get similar
tax break.

¢ Should notbe placed in state
constitution because it's too hard
to change.

Amendment 3 gives a property tax break for homesteaded
residents.

]

Amendment 3 —Increased Homestead Exemption; Lower Cap on
Increasesin Hon-Homestead Property Assessments
Source: FL Legislature

¢ Note: Taxesbhasedona
property's value are called ad-
valorum taxes. Not all property
taxes are ad-valorum. Some
are flat fees.

Summany:

®* |Increases Homestead
Exemption, which allows
perm anent residents to shield part of the assessed value oftheir
primary residents from property taxes.

¢ Exempts first $150,000 of a homestead's value on 1172027

¢ Exemptionincreasesto first $250 000 of value on 17152028, with
potential for full elimination.

o Exemptions do not apply to taxes for schooldistricts.

¢ Owners must have homestead status by 12/31/2025 or wait 5 years

|___for beneft.
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*

*
*

Puts 5% cap on assessed value tax increases on non-homestead
property.

Restricts types of public services that property taxes can fund.
Amends Article VI (Sections 4, 6 and 9) and Article XII.

A YES Yote means: A NO Vote means:

¢ Homestead exemption for ad ¢ Homestead exemption remains
valorem taxes increases to at$50,000, adjusted forinflation.
$250,000 by 1/1/2028. ¢ Property assessment increases

¢ Property assessment increases on onnon-homestead property
non-homestead property limited to limited to 109%.
5%. ¢ Local government continues to

¢ Restrictions on public services that determine use of property taxes
property taxes can fund: public e Property taxrevenue remains
safety, education and schook, the same for local governments.

infrastructure, naturalresources,
bond debtservice, retirement
benefits for employees, and
operations and admintstration.
Reduces property tax collected by
$11.0 billion by 2030-2031.

Supporting Organizations:

@

Florida Realtors, Florida GOP

Opposing Organizations:

Florida TaxWatch, Florida Policy Institute, Floridafor All, Florida P TA, Florida
State Director of MomsBEiRg/MamasLanBaedar Southern Poverty Law Center,
Florida League ofCities, Florida Assoc of Counties,

Florida Rising, Florida Education Assoc., P astors for Floridds Children, SEIU
Florida State Councal/SEIU 1981, The TaxF oundation, Florida Student P awer,
Vote No On 3,3°Degrees Florida, Floridiars for Shared Prosperity,

League ofiWomenVoters ofFlorida, Florida Professional Firefighters, Florida
Fraternal Order of Police, Florida Fire Chiefs Assoc.,FloridaFestivals and
Events Assoc., Catalyst Miami, Community Spring, Eduldter Action Network,
Equal Ground Education Fund, F amilies for Strong Public Schooks & Voters for
Strong Public Schooks,

Florida AFL-CIO, Florida\Voices for He alth, NAACP FL State Conferenoce,
Progress Florida, UnidesUS, 1,000 Friends of Florida, FLRural Economic
DevelopmentAssoc FLchapter of the American Planning Assoc., Florida
Engineering Society, American Council of Engineering Companies of Florid 3,
Florida Assoc of County Engineers & Road Superintendents, Florida Fire
Marshak & Inspectors Assoc, Florida Library Assoc., Florida Assoc of Special
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Districts, Federation of Manufactured Hame Qwners of F L, F L Sherffs Assoc,
FLRecreation & P ak Assoc., Audubon Florida, Florida Democratic P arty.

e EditorialBoards oftheWall Street Journal, Washington Post, MiamiHerald,
Orlando Sentinel, Palm Beach Post and Sun-Sentinel

Supporters Say: Opponents Say:

¢ Gives needed taxrelief to ¢ Harmful economic effects to local
homesteaded property owners cities and counties
including seniors, those on ¢ Property taxis cornerstone of local
fixed incomes. revenue,

¢ Protects non-homestead ¢ May constrain borrowing.
property. ¢ Impacts smaller counties with large

¢ Property taxes have risen too portion of homesteaded properties
much. e Florida already has tax exemptions
Local gov'ts need to cutwaste. forseniors, low income, etc.

* Wil constrain local ¢ Shifts propertytax burden to renters
governments’ bloated budgets. & commercial property.

¢ Residents shouldn'thaveto pay e Ataxshift ratherthan tax cut-shifts
the government to live on their costs to other fees & taxes
own property. ¢ May result in cuts to valued services

e Does notaddress real needs for
affordabilty and high insurance
¢ Shifts from Home Rule to State Rule

Should notplace this taxchange
into the state constitution because

its too hard to change.

Thisis a simple summary of very complex amendments. Decisionsmade
by voters will affect Florida for yearstocome. LWV Floridais proudto offer

even more resources. For more detail, including the actual ballot language,
go to https: M lvwfl orgivoter-quide-20267.

You can also find information about everything
on your ballot at https: wwyevoted11 orgballot. IR e g -5 §
Justtypein your address.

FLACTOR migPIl O Y i
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LWL
Daunnn 2026:

Constitutional
Amendments on Ballot

On your Nouvember 3 ballot, you'll be voting on three
proposed amendments to the Florida Constitution.

* What does the ballot language mean?

= What does a YES uvote or a ND vole mean?

» What are some Pros 8 Cons of YES us, NO votes?

Plan your vote on Amendments I, 2, and 3.

LW Cltrus Speakers Bureau of fers an impartial

_wunnnm:mmumm
for local growps, Fill oul a Speaker Request forem
AR b rus o, or email Vicky tozzis
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Amendment 3 could
reshape Citrus County budget "m

Tax break for homeowners could mean nearly $290 million ] ' g'
less for local governments over five years. '

$289.3 millon (A $38.3 milin $67.4 million A g

ncrease Flonda's
"ONOCC“MW Estmated loss Estimated anrual :akudc-n?wp:m
in 2027- . approved by 604
in 2027-28 koss by 2031-32 of N .
Projected annual revenue loss Who takes the biggest hit?
1083 -
Board of County Commissioners
LS
% $644 5674 @ $263.1
¢sgy 3612 : million
60
Hﬂ Independent special districts $17.3
® B million
20 )
ﬁ Muncegalties $8.9
= million
2002 WA 000 200N NN Five-yoar totals
What services could be affected? Citrus already isn't a high-tax county
m “ 2025 wrtal milage:
Commissioner 15.4758 mills County rank:
0 Reads ard resertazng Holly Davis m,:‘;'ﬂ’f;h SR sombot
“Slmpl e s
we can e $857.42 2015-202%:
@ PO S Witheut the reverue, State svernge Citrus 13.7%
Citrus would licely :gg':?;"t vi statewide 30.4%
o Possibie sarvice hes shem dowd v face service cuts and -
scditioral fees Citrus ranked 59th of 67 countms in growth
M oflstion and popuation change

Where the money goes now

O e i e et The question for voters
© County goermmet sperstng b sbowt $129.2 nillen
O tnid Psat sowt $97 mlon
2025 @ Cnotpdpended sooced Gt shont $3.1 nilice
w @ rhwtes o rvehy ot $10 mBon
© Chen. suricpeites snd o v

b W e rent

7

Source: Flunde TadNaich analyss useg sae OMice of Econorme: and Derrograghec Reseasch
projections and the July 2026 Revence Estimating Conference.

Courtesy of the Citrus County Chronicle
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2026 Florida Property Tax Amendment 3

A Yes Vote Means...

Impact on Education

+ Homestead exemption for ad
valorem taxes increases to
$250,000 by Jan. 1, 2028.

Even though
school taxes
gty i A are exempt,

pecific cat rie

i catogories. many schools
e Ry G A i and students

2031-2032.

will be

* Budgets will be tighter. impacted.

¢ School taxes are not in-
creased or decreased by this

amendment. luuwut or WOMEN VOTERS

AMENDMENT 3 RISKS TO OUR SCHOOLS
While school tax will not be exempted from property taxes,

these school-related services could be reduced or ended:

« Partnerships with city and county first responder and
emergency management services supporting school
safety infrastructure, including School Resource Officers

+ Partnerships with city and county funded health,
wellness, and education services, including mental health

+ Child care, including Head Start and before and after
school programs

+ Recreational, enrichment, and mentorship activities
including library, arts, and sports programs

+ Local government-funded food banks and nutrition
programs

Also, schools may pay higher costs as provider fees and

charges are increased to recoup lost tax revenue.
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Community Meetingsl October - December 2026

Tues. Oct. 13, Mon. Oct. 26, Tues. Nov. 17, Mon. Nov. 30, Tues. Dec. 15
Citrus County Courthouse, 110 Apopka Ave. Inverness
All other county meeting dates: https://citrusclerk.org/calendar.aspx

Agenda & watch meetings online:

Citrus County BOCC/Departments/Commissioners

Meetings are livestreamed on the Citrus County Gov’t. You Tube Channel.
Broadcast live: Comcast - Channel 71, Spectrum - Channel 643

**Governing Body of the Special Library District**
Citrus County Courthouse, Inverness

Citrus County Library Advisory Board (Regular Meetings)
9:00 AM, 4" Tuesdays: Oct. 27, Dec. 15

Lecanto Gov’t Bldg., 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto 34461
For more information:
Citrus County/BOCC/Special Library Board
https://citrusclerk.org/calendar.aspx

Citrus County Schools District (CCSD) School Board
Regular Meetings: 4:00 PM, 2" Tues: Oct. 13, Nov. 10, Dec. 8

Workshops: 4" Tuesdays, 9:00 AM: Oct. 27
1007 Main St. Inverness 34450

Agenda & watch meetings online:

Citrus County School District/School Board tab/ Board Agenda and
Minutes: https://go.boarddocs.com/flUcitrus/Board.nsf/Public
View School Board Meetings:
https://www.youtube.com/user/CitrusSchools

State Legislators Representing Citrus
Contact Information:

Sen. Ralph Massullo, FL Senate Dist. 11:
Inverness 352-666-5707 Tallahassee 850-487-5011
Email: massullo.ralph.web®@flsenate.goyv

Rep. )) Grow, FL Dist. 23:
Inverness 352-560-6075. Tallahassee 850-717-5023
Email: jj.grow@flhouse.gov

US Senators and Representative Representing Citrus
Contact Information:

Sen. Rick Scott: Tampa 813-225-7040. Washington 202-224-5274
Contactvia Senate Website: Contact Rick Scott

Sen. Ashley Moody: Washington 202-224-3041
Contact via Senate Website: https://www.moody.senate.gov/

US Rep. Gus Bilirakis: Inverness 352-654-1004 Washington: 202-225-5755
Contactvia House Website: hitps://bilirakis.house.gov/

US Capital Switchboard: 202-224-3121 to contact any federal legislator.
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Official General Election Ballot, November 3, 2026

Citrus County, Florida

Boleta Oficial de la Eleccion General, 3 de noviembre de 2026

Condado de Citrus, Florida

G100

o"p‘

* Towole, fll in the oval complelsly @ next 10 your choce. Uaubumlpm
make 8 mistake, ask for & new baliot. Do not cross out or your
« To vole for 8 wite-in candicile, lnummmmmmmummwunmm

* Para volir, lere completamente & dvalo @ & 1800 de su salecadn Use un boligralo de tnta regra.
« S comete un emor, solcle L@ NuEa boleta. No tache, ya que su volo podria no contablizarss.
* Para volar por un candidalo por escrip, bere @ dvalo e impema claramente el nomitre en I8 linaa en bianco properconads

Vol may not

SAMPLE BALLOT
BOLETA DE MUESTRA

para & canddato por escrilo.
United States Senator Chief Financial Officer Fifth District Court of Appeal
mnmm mbh S— —-
Shal Judge Scot D. Makar of the Fith
(Volo por Unc) (Vote por o) Datrict Court of Appeal be retsined n
© Ashiey Moody REP| © Bisise Ingoghe REP| ofice?
© Ange Nuon DEMY , Debers permanecer en su cargo ol Juez
O Neil ) Gilespie NPA mam D.Mﬁl:’ﬁllcmlﬁwal
Representative in Congress
District 15 Comisionado de © Yes /S
(Vote for One) (Vote por Uno) © Mo /No
Representante en of Congreso © Witon Simpsen REP| Fifth District Court of Appeal
m"“""’u“ g Jcey Mendoza Athrs DEM] corte do Apaiaciin del Guieto Dist
g Laurel Lee g Writen Caracate | Candaat: por escrid ::Ol :mhc..:dmnml:ﬂhrs':
Robert Pecple 'h-h;m-nln
o District 23 D&Ui en sy el Juez F
Ve Canadate | Candaao por escei | (Vote for One) w lsdo?h m
Governor and Lieutenant Governor Representante Estatal Curio Destrio
(Vote for Distrito 23 O Yes /S
(Vote por U y Vicegobernader {Vels por thue) © NoiNo
por Unc} © JJ Grow REP
© Byron Donsids REP| © Mark Loiand Buker o [ e e e
Sryen Avde Justice of the Supreme Court Seat2
- - o | Shal Jusse Caros G. Mutiz of e e
Debera permanecer en su cango of Juez poe
O Crarles Buket NPAl Korios G. Mukz de Ia Core ?
Ruben A. Cobo s © Phylls Dixcn
© Frark J. Russo NPA] © Yes /S © Hesther Haendiges
——_— O Wik Mosquito Contrl Bosrd
© Molere "Moe" Dimanche NPA| Fifth District Court of Appeal Seat
Sonjius Reoe Corte de Apelscion del Quinto Distrito | (Vote for One)
O NPA Shait Judge John M. Harrs of e Fa | Junks del Control de Mosquitos
District Court of Appeal be retained in (Vote por Uno)
© JefkeyPeter Dr Jeif Dato  NPA|ofice? por
&b&tmmwapdm O Jsmes Brocks
o M. Harss de s Corte de Apelacién del] © Acthur "AJ° Green
Wiiten Cancidate | Canddato por escrto | Quinto Distrito? © Tyler Thompson
Asomey O fain Control Board
(Vote for One) O Yo it Seat
(Vote for One)
(Vote por Uno} Junts del Control de Mozqutos
O James Uthmeier REP Escafo 3
© Jose Javer Rodnguez DEM| (Vote por Uno)
© Joe Adams
O Greg Fountsin
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No. 1 Constitutional Amendment, Article Ill, Section 19 No. 3 Constituional Amendment, Article VI, Sections 4, 6 and
Budget Stabidization Fund 9, Article XII

N.* 1 Enmienda Constitucional, Articulo il Seccién 19 Increased Homestead Exemption: Lower Cap on Increases in
Fondo de Ia Estabilizacion Presupuestaria Non-Homestaad Property Assessments

- 1 e Siate € o B N _3&:&0“&“\1“&0,&

hnnhndnh statizaton
nd rom 10% 1o 25% of eire b | Mayor Exencién Por Viviends Famliar: Tope Inferior a Los

10 transter the dmm«nm Aumentos en las Valoraciones de los Bienes inmuebles que

required 1 reach 25% of the general reverue callecions each | 10 3ean por Viviendas
year uniess certain condifons are met, and aliow the legisisture o | This amendment increases the homesiead exemption, for al

withcraw funds for crifical state needs. non-school taes, o $150.000 in 2027 and $250.000 in 2028, and
adjusts for inflation thereaker. R requires the Legsishre to

Propuesta de enmienda 3 ks consiucién estatsl pars sumentar ks | prescride 3 uniorm procedure for counties and municipaiities, for

cantidad de fondos que pusden relenerse en el fondo de ther respective levies. 1o increase the homestead exempson up tof

establzacion presupuestana del 10 % 3l 25 % delos ingresos | full assessed value, and alows specal detricss, subject b

generales recaudados, requerr a s que Yansfiera s | referencum approval, to do the same.

mence de las sguentes cantdades: 7 mawauoh

cantidad necesarna para alcanzar of 25 % de los ingrescs Persons who are not Florida residents on December 31, 2026, wil

cads afo, 3 menos que se cumplan certas | receve the existing homestead exemption upon qualifying for a
m«-myw-hbgunmm homestead exemption, with the increased homestead e
m\whhﬂ_hy-dmbhmw

US. Constution.
O Yes IS
O NoiNo This amendmert red.ces the anmual cap on assessment
No. 2 Constitutional Amendment, Article VIL Section 3, Arsicle rreses kx en paesios sroperses fur 108 15
. I‘J

" This amendment requires counbes and municpalibes © use
Exsmption of Tangitie Personal Property on Agricultural Land| srcperty taxes solely for publc ssiety, education and schools,

N.* 2 Enmienda Constitucional, Articulo VI, Seccién 3, enets b empkpees a7t operators ard sdmiisTatcn Orrer
Asticudo X quhmnﬂby .dnnamzy.a
waummrﬁw muncipal goveming VIS .)dhzﬂ'":’ -

which sliows counties and municpalites 10 levy property taxes for

Proposing an amendment o the Stafe Constiuton o exempt ther reSIRCTIE FUDITES
mumwhn;n:m ; 5

ps s h - .Aw'.';“ by the : This amendment takes eflect January 1, 2027.
o leasshoider vakorem taaton

";’w Im&ambmm on. F | Ests enmiends suments ls exencidn por vivienda familiar,

Propuesta de enmenda a ks constiutidn estatal para eximir

hatitusimente 0 estén normalmente presentes en ferrenos Ia exencitn por vivienda familar]
clasificados como agricoles. que se uliicen en la produccidn de | hasts of valor catastral fotal y a los distritos especisies
producios agricolas 0 para acwdsdes de agrobrsmo, y que previa aprobacion medianie que hagan lo mismo.

del
3grcoias de impuesto ad vakorem. S se apruede, esta enmiends || as personas sean resderfes de Flords ol 31 de
empezaria a amahmhduumdl doembre de m:mpnahu-unpum
Ce enero de WMMmdmmqnnmla

O Yes IS requisios exencién amplads se aplicard a cel
o Moo mm’::m-mmmqnb?um .
ConsStuoén de los Estados Unidos.

&MMUWMQEMQ
uwusx e

EﬂMwabMymmh
exchusvaments 3

Esta enmiends entrard en vigor of 1 de ener del afio 2027.

O Yes /SI
© %o N

SAMPLE BALLOT Vote Both Sides of
BOLETA DE MUESTRA Vote en Ambos Lados de la
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0 ¢ CITRUS COUNTY,
Voter Guide

"&
Maureen ‘Mo” Baird =

S Supervisor of Elections VOTE
<

1500 N. Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429
PO Box 1870, Lecanto, FL 34460-1870
(352)564-7120 Phone

(352)564-7121 Fax
Email: vote@votecitrus.gov
Website: VoteCitrus.gov BY MAIL

WHO CAN VOTE 2026 Election Dates

You May Register to Vote If: PRIMARY ELECTION
X You are a US Citizen. August 18’ 2026

X You are 18 years of age. (A person who Is otherwise
qualified may pre-register on or after that person's Last Day to Register- July 20, 2026

16th birthday to vote in any election occurring on or

& after his or her 18th birthday.) GENERAL ELECTION

You are a legal resident of the county in which you

wish to vote. November 3,2026

Persons NOT Entitled to Register: Last Day to Register - October 5, 2026
% Anyone convicted of a felony or declared mentally
incapacitated with respect to voting may not
register to vote until his or her rights or

competency has been restored.
% Any person who Is not a citizen of the United

States. (Section 97.041, Florida Statutes)

HOW TO REGISTER

You Must Fill Out a Voter Registration Form.

it only takes a few minutes to fill one out and mail or Voter Informati
atio

deliver it to our office, the Division of Elections, or any

voter registration agency.

n Card;:_

Voter Registration Forms are available at:

% Supervisor of Elections Office - Come in person or
call our office for an application to be mailed to
you (352) 564-7120.

% You may download a form at: votecitrus.gov.

% Driver License Offices (DMV's)

% Local Libraries

% Public Assistance Offices

% Government Agencies
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WHEN YOU CAN REGISTER

New Registrations

You may register to vote at any time. However, there is a
29 day deadline prior to each election for registering to
vote or for changing party affiliation.

The date your voter registration application is
postmarked or hand delivered to your county Supervisor
of Elections will be your registration date.

When the registration deadline has passed for an
election, address and name changes can still be made.
Voter registration and party changes will be accepted,
but only for the purpose of subsequent elections.

(FS. 97.055)

UPDATE YOUR VOTER RECORD

It is the Voter's Responsibility to Notify
the Supervisor of Elections ce if You:

% Changed your address within Citrus County -
Notify us by phone, fax, e-mail, or in writing.

% Moved into Citrus County from another county in
Florida - Notify us by phone or fill out a Voter
Registration Application by mail, in person at the
Supervisor of Elections Office,

o arars |
the library, or online at 1o¥ateFlorida.gav
registertovoteflorida gov.

ELECTION WORKERS

Apply to be an Election Worker:

Applications are available online at votecitrus.gov
Must be able to read and write in the English
language

Must be registered to vote in Citrus County

Must attend mandatory training classes

Need workers with technical and computer skills
Must have a valid email and computer access

We are also in search of workers who can speak,
read, and write Spanish

CLOSED PRIMARY STATE

What is a Closed Primary?

In a Primary Election, voters are limited to choosing
candidates of the party in which they are registered.

If you register with the Republican Party, you are
allowed to vote only for republican candidates.

If you register with the Democratic Party, you are
allowed to vote only for democratic candidates.

If you register with a minor party or no party
affiliation, you are allowed to vote for non-partisan
candidates and referenda in the Primary Election.

NOTE: An applicant who fails to designate a political
party affiliation will be registered without party
affiliation.

UNIVERSAL CONTEST

What is a Universal Contest?

“Universal Primary Contest”™ refers to a contest in a
Primary Election in which all candidates for an office
have the same party affiliation and the winner of that
contest will have no opposition in the General Election.

When this happens, ALL voters, regardless of party
affiliation, will have the opportunity to vote in this
race.

VOTER INFORMATION CARD

A voter information card will be mailed to you after
your voter registration application is processed.

Please review this card to make sure all of your
information is correct, and be aware that your precinct
may have changed since the last election.

You do not need this card to vote; however, you do
need a valid photo and signature ID. See page 4 of this
guide for a list of acceptable photo and signature IDs.

You will receive an updated voter information card if
there are any changes.

A new voter information card will be mailed to you
when there are any changes to your polling place.

This card is for information purposes only. This card is
proof of registration but is not legal verification of the
eligibility to vote. It is the responsibility of a voter to
keep his or her eligibility status current.
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VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT EARLY VOTING

How to Request a Vote-by-Mail Ballot: Early Voting Locations:

% You can request a Vote-by-Mail ballot for yourself
or for an immediate family member by:
Requesting by phone at (352)564-7120 * Central Ridge Library
Flfl::ng out a Vote-by-Mail request form at our 425 W. Roosevelt Blvd.
office
Filling out the Vote-by-Mail ballot request Beverly Hills, FL 34465

form online at yotecitrus gov Central Ridge Community Center

% In order to mail your ballot to an address that is
not already in your voter record, you must 77 Civic Circle
complete a paper Vote-by-Mail Request form. Beverly Hills, FL 34465

Supervisor of Elections Office
General Information:

X Bal - . 1500 N. Meadowcrest Bivd.
ailed 4 to 5 weeks prio
elec%t(sman " =S pr— Crystal River, FL 34429

% Our office only mails ballots to registered voters Homosassa Public Library
who request them
4100 S. Grandmarch Ave.
* You can make requests for specific elections, or

all elections. NOTE: In the past, Vote-by-Mail Homosassa. FL 34446
requests lasted for two elepctlon cydestbowever. '

due to a change in Florida law in 2021, requests :
for Vote-by-Mail ballots currently are for one Inverness C|ty Hall

election cycle. 212 W. Main St.

Any qualified registered voter in Citrus County is

enz edto a Vofe-by-Mall ballot. The ballot mayy Inverness, FL 34450
be requested in person, by mail, or by phone.

An immediate family member or legal guardian

may request a Vote-by-Mail ballot for a voter.

Immediate family means the voter’s spouse,

parent, child, grandchild, grandparent or sibling.

RETURNING YOUR BALLOT ELECTION DAY INFORMATION

You Can Return Your (seemessmsren Pf)lls Are Ogen on Election Day from
Vote-by-Mail Ballot: FENTIIFERIFRTe) 37 7:00am to 7:00pm.
MAIL ballot by US Postal The name and address of your polling location will be on
% By mail - Postage is Service, please allow for your voter information card. Be aware that due to
Prepaid! extra delivery time. redistricting, your polling location may have changed
% In person at the Supervisor of Elections Office from the last time you voted.
during Business Hours.
% In person at any of the Early Vote sites during REMINDER: You must show photo and signature
Early Voting. identification. Both the photo and the signature ID may
% Ballots must be received by 7pm on Election day. be on one 1D or they may be on two separate ID's. Lack
% On Election Day, Vote-by-Mail ballots must be of a photo and signature 1D will require the voter to
turned into the Supervisor ofElecuonHﬂce. cast a provisional ballot. (Florida Statute 101.043(2))
You cannot turn in your ballot at your polling
precinct.

Election Day Checklist:
% Know Your Polling Location (Located on your voter
information card.)

VOTE BY MAIL BALLOTS CANNOT BE * Have your photo and signature ID ready.
ACCEPTED AT A POLLING PLACE.

% Be an informed voter by researching candidates
and issues. (You may mark a sample ballot and
bring it in with you.)




VOTING A PROVISIONAL BALLOT

What is a Provisional Ballot?
(FS. 101.048)

If you do not bring ID or if there is any question about
your eligibility to vote, you may vote a provisional
ballot.

Provisional ballots may be issued at polling precincts
on Election Day or at Early Voting sites.

You'll mark your ballot just as you would normally,
but instead of putting it through the scanner at the
voting site, your voted ballot will go into a
“provisional envelope” and be delivered to our office.
If your eligibility to vote can be verified, the ballot
will be counted.

Provisional ballots are sealed in a special envelope
and kept separate from regular ballots. The county
Canvassing Board is responsible for examining the
provisional ballot envelope and making a
determination as to the voter’s eligibility.

If you receive a provisional ballot, you will also
receive a tracking number, which you can use to see
the Canvassing Board's decision on the ballot’s
eligibility.

Please be aware that the Canvassing Board will not
meet until after Election Day.

To track your provisional ballot visit our website:

votecitrus.gov > Voter Information >
Provisional Ballot Status

DID YOU KNOW ?

Your Signature May Change Over Time

+ When you complete a Vote-by-Mail ballot, your
signature is compared to your signature currently
on file at the Elections Office.

% To ensure your Vote-by-Mail ballot
is counted, update your
signature today by using
a voter registration
application.
You can mail or hand
deliver your Vote-by-Mail
ballot to the Elections
Office.

ADA accessible ballots are available for disabled
voters upon request.
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PHOTO AND SIGNATUREID

Acceptable Forms of Photo and
Signature ID Include:
(ID Must be Current and Valid)

Florida Driver’s License

Florida 1D

U.S. Passport

Military ID

Student 1D

Retirement Center 1D

Debit or Credit Card with Photo
Neighborhood Association 1D

Public Assistance 1D

Veteran Health Identification Card issued by
the United States Health Department of
Veterans Affairs

A License to Carry a Concealed Weapon or
Firearm Issued Pursuant to S. 790.06
Employee Identification Card Issued by any
Branch, Department, Agency, or Entity of
the Federal Government, the State, a
County, or a Municipality.

HOW TO MARK YOUR
CITRUS COUNTY BALLOT

Citrus County uses an optical scan system with a
paper ballot. You must completely fill in the oval on
your ballot.

USE A BLACK PEN. TO MARK YOUR
BALLOT CORRECTLY, FILL IN THE OVAL
NEXT TO YOUR CHOICE.

US PRESIDENT - Vote for ONE -

- YOUR CHOICE
@ NOT Your Choice

IF YOU MAKE A MISTAKE:

If you make a mistake on your ballot, please do not
erase or use white out. If you are voting at your
polling place, ask for another ballot. If you are Voting-
by-Mail, please call the Supervisor of Elections Office
at (352) 564-7120 for instructions.




VOTER'S RESPONSIBILITIES
AND BILL OF RIGHTS

VOTER'S RESPONSIBILITIES

Each registered voter in this state should:

1. Familiarize himself or herself with the candidates
and issues.
2. Maintain a current address with the office of the
Supervisor of Elections.
3. Know the location of his or her polling place and its
hours of operation.
4. Bring proper identification to the polling station.
5. Familiarize himself or herself with the operation of
the voting equipment in his or her precinct.
6. Treat election workers with courtesy.
7. Respect the privacy of other voters.
8. Report any problems or violations of elections laws
to the Supervisor of Elections.
9. Ask questions, if needed.
10. Make sure that his or her completed ballot is
correct before leaving the polling station.
NOTE TO VOTER: Failure to perform any of these
responsibilities does not prohibit a voter from voting.

VOTER'S BILL OF RIGHTS

Each registered voter in this state has the right to:

1. Vote and have his or her vote accurately counted.

2. Cast a vote if he or she is in line at the official
closing of the polls in that county.

3. Ask for and receive assistance in voting.

4. Recelve up to two replacement ballots if he or she
makes a mistake prior to the ballot being cast.

5. An explanation If his or her registration or identity
is in question.

6. If his or her registration or identity is in question,
cast a provisional ballot.

7. Written instructions to use when voting, and upon
request, oral instructions in voting from election
officers.

8. Vote free from coercion or intimidation by election
officers or any other person.

9. Vote on a voting system that is in working
condition and that will allow votes to be accurately
cast. (F.S. 101.031)

OPTICAL SCAN VOTING

% ES&S DS300 optical scanners are used at
all Early Voting and Election Day polling
sites.

% Once a ballot is marked, the voter places their
ballot in the DS300 scanner and their ballot is
counted.

% All voters in Florida use paper ballots to vote.
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EXPRESS VOTE

The Supervisor of Elections
Office provides voting to aid
persons with disabilities. The
ExpressVote is a paper based
ballot marking system that
utilizes a touch screen for
the voter to mark their
ballot on a paper ballot card
which is then inserted into
the DS300 tabulator.

The ExpressVote ballot marking device allows blind and
visually impaired voters to vote independently by
accessing the system’s audio feature. An ExpressVote
device will be available in each Early Voting site and
polling precinct and may be used by all voters.

ADA ACCESSIBLE BALLOTS

ADA Accessible Ballots are Available:

¥

You can receive a Vote-by-Mail ballot through an
electronic ballot delivery and marking system. This
allows a person with disabilities to receive a ballot
electronically upon request. A voted ballot may only be
returned in person or by mail. Voted ballots cannot be
returned electronically.

Please contact the Supervisor of Elections Office at
(352)564-7120 if you are need of an ADA Accessible
Ballot.

BE AN INFORMED VOTER

Resources for Researching Candidates:

Please visit our website for additional information:
votecitrus.gov > Voter Education > How to be an
Informed Voter

If you wish to research the platforms of local
candidates, profiles and financial reports on local
candidates are available at our website:
votecitrus.gov > Candidates > Candidate Profiles and
Financial Reports

Sample Ballots are also available at yotecitrus gov or
you can find them at the Supervisor of Elections Office.

For more information when researching judicial
Candidates, you can visit floridabar.org, or you can find
a Guide for Florida Voters on Judicial Elections at the
Supervisor of Elections Office or on our website at
yotecitrus gov under the Voter Information tab.
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ELECTION SECURITY FACTS

Decentralized Elections in Florida

Each of Florida's 67counties maintain their own local
voter registration database and voting system. The
two systems are not networked together. The votin
system s a standalone system certified by the Florida
Bureau of Voting Systems Certification.

Paper Ballots Only
All voters in Citrus County cast their vote using a paper

ballot, which allows for a FULL AUDIT of an election.
Electronic poll books are used at all Early Vote sites and
polling precincts.

Pre-Election Testing

All voting equipment is thoroughly tested prior to each
election. Our testing procedures in Citrus County are
according to the guidelines set forth in the Florida
Statutes.

A public testing called the Logic and Accuracy testing of
the voting system is held during a public meeting of the
Canvassing Board.

Results Reporting

Election Night unofficial results will be posted on the
Supervisor of Elections website until final certification.
The results will be compared to the voter registration
data and voter tabulation reports for accuracy.

Post-Election Audit

After each election, a Post Election Audit is required by
law. Citrus County uses an independent auditing system
to count all ballots for the entire election. This process is
a 100% audit of the election. This system is a standalone
system and not part of the tabulation system.

We highly recommend reviewing the materials
available on our website or giving us a call at
(352)564-7120 if you have any questions
concerning elections security.

* % % ﬂ

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What voting equipment is used?

ES&S DS300 optical scanners and ExpressVote ballot
marking devices are at all Early Voting and Election Day
sites.

Does it matter how | insert my ballot in the
scanner?

No. You can place either end into the scanner with
either side up.

Do | have to vote in all the races?
No. The ballot scanner will count your votes in all

of the races that you marked.

What if | vote for too many candidates in a
race?

If you‘re voting in person, the ballot scanner will alert
you that you have “overvoted™ and allow you to request
a new ballot or cast the ballot anyway. If you cast a ballot
with an overvote (in person or by mail), all races except
the overvoted race will be counted.

What if | do not vote in ANY races?

The scanner will alert you that the ballot is blank. You
can choose to cast the blank ballot or get assistance
from a poll worker.

What if | make a mistake on my ballot?
If you're voting by mail, call our office and let us know

you need a new ballot. If you’re voting in person, tell a
poll worker. You can have up to three ballots, including
the original. The ballot(s) with mistakes will be sealed
inside a “spoiled ballot” envelope. If you make a
mistake on your third ballot, the ballot cannot be
corrected.

Can | change my ballot once it has been cast?
No. Once your ballot has been scanned and accepted by
the optical scanner or your mail ballot has been received
by our office, your ballot cannot be retrieved or
changed. You may only cast one ballot.

If | receive a Vote-by-Mail ballot, can | change

my mind and vote in person?
Yes. In that case, your Vote-by-Mail ballot will be canceled

at the polling place.

What happens to my ballot after I've voted?

Paper ballots are secured and available for recounts or
audits. We store ballots for 22 months.

How do | know that my ballot will be counted?
If you Vote-by-Mail, you can track your ballot on our

website to see when your voted ballot has been received
and counted. When you vote in person, the screen on
the scanner indicates that your ballot has been
accepted.
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Speaker’s Bureau

Rosemary Nilles is co-chair of the Florida Speakers Bureau

Vicky lozzia is the chair of the LWV Citrus Speakers Bureau
If your organization is interested in having a speaker, contact Vicky lozzia at
vickyiozzia@gmail.com

lum\cuc of WOMEN VOTERS

Speakers Bureau

Our well-prepared speakers are available to speak at your events and meetings. We offer
up-to-date, nonpartisan educational presentations on a variety of current topics including:

Voting and Elections Presentations for Florida 2026

« Decision 2026: Florida’s Constitutional Amendments An impartial explanation

Get Ready to Vote in 2026 Whar Florida voters need to know before the Nov. elections
Your Vote. Your Community. Your Future. Understanding local impact of your vote
Protecting Your Voting Rights  Historic & current look at voting rights

Election Security vs Access: A Delicate Balance Florida's election safeguards

¢ Your Local Power: How State & Local Government Work  Specific 1o Citrus County
o Write-In Loophole How some primary races become closed to certain voters

« Voting Rights for Returning Citizens Cuwrrent procedures to regain voting rights

¢ New Congressional Maps for Florida Update on 2026 redistricting

* Your Voice. Your Vote. Your Power Youth engagement

Civics Presentations

The Fight for Suffrage

The US Constitution

The First Amendment to the US Constitution
Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances
From Idea to Law: Understanding Florida's Legislative Process
Interacting with Elected Officials and their Staffs
Immigration: Just the Facts

Identifying and Combating False Information
Disinformation: Spot it! Stop it!

What Is the League of Women Voters?

Why Public Schools Matter

« Understanding School Choice

Presentations can be customized to your time and audience. Contact Vicky lozzia,
vickyiozziaf@gmail com or go to our website, www. lwvcitrus.org to receive a Speaker
Request form.

Ilu League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization, never endorsing or opposing

political parties or candidates, and encouraging informed, active participation in government

&17/26
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From Vicky lozzia: | knew Florence from the time | was a child. | heard about her
every Christmas and she was always volunteering. We became good friends for the last 5
years of her life. | will always admire her for the way she dedicated herself to helping people.

From the Nevada Appeal Publication

Florence Hathaway
December 4, 1930 - May 10, 2026

Florence Gland Phillips Hathaway, beloved mother, volunteer, educator, activist, and
founder, passed away peacefully at home on May 10, 2026, at the age of 95, following a
brief battle with lung cancer.

Born on December 4, 1930, in the Bronx, New York, Florence was the youngest daughter of
Jack and Fannie Gland and the beloved younger sister of Estelle Gland. The daughter of
immigrants, Florence grew up witnessing firsthand the challenges faced by those striving to
learn English and build a new life in America. Those early experiences would later inspire
the work that became her life's legacy.

Florence's life was defined by resilience, service, and a deep commitment to helping others.
Among her early accomplishments was a civil service tour in Japan with the Department of
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the Army in 1959. After returning to the United States, she married Robert Phillips, and
together they welcomed their daughter, Joanne.

Widowed at the age of 37, Florence faced profound loss in the years that followed, including
the deaths of both parents and her sister. Through these challenges, she found strength in
recovery and community. Beginning in 1978, she embraced a life of sobriety through
Alcoholics Anonymous, a commitment she maintained faithfully for nearly 48 years until her
death. She often credited the program and its fellowship with helping her build a meaningful
and purpose-filled life.

Most people retire in their sixties. Florence began a new chapter.

In 1990, after a successful career in management, she joined the Peace Corps and
embarked on an adventure that would shape the rest of her life. She completed three Peace
Corps assignments, serving in Guatemala, Jamaica, and Kenya. During these years, she
developed a profound appreciation for the challenges faced by people seeking educational
and economic opportunities through language acquisition and literacy.

Between Peace Corps tours, Florence served with VISTA (Volunteers in Service to
America). One assignment brought her to Carson City, Nevada, where she worked with the
Washoe community and ultimately made Northern Nevada her home. It was there that she
found love again, marrying Pierre Hathaway. Together, they shared a passion for service
and adventure, and in 1997, they served with the Peace Corps in Kenya.

After retiring from VISTA in 2004, Florence once again reinvented herself. Drawing upon her
experiences as the daughter of immigrants and her years of service abroad, she founded
the English Language Learners' In-Home Program of Northern Nevada (ELL). As Founder
and Executive Director, she built a volunteer-based nonprofit dedicated to providing free,
one-on-one English tutoring to low- and moderate-income adults who had little or no ability
to speak, read, or write English.

What began as a vision grew into a program that served thousands of adult learners in
Carson City and beyond. Florence believed that English proficiency was more than a
language skill—it was a pathway to employment, education, confidence, citizenship, and
community. Up until the week before her death, she continued working tirelessly to ensure
that anyone who wanted to learn English would have that opportunity, regardless of their
ability to pay.

Her dedication and impact were widely recognized. In 2009, she was honored as the Reno
Gazette-Journal Citizen of the Year. In 2019, she was recognized as a CNN Hero nominee,
among numerous other awards and acknowledgments celebrating her lifelong commitment
to service.

To her family, Florence was known for her determination, independence, intelligence, and
boundless energy. To her volunteers, she was a mentor and advocate. To her students, she
was often the person who opened a door to a better future. To her daughter, ELL was
affectionately known as a "sibling," because Florence's devotion to the program was
constant and unwavering.
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In February 2025, Florence moved to Washington State to be closer to her daughter,
Joanne Royer. At 94 years old, she remained remarkably independent. The move also
allowed her to spend precious time with nieces and extended family. Just days before her
passing, she enjoyed an early Mother's Day gathering surrounded by family, laughter, and
love.

Florence was preceded in death by her parents, Jack and Fannie Gland; her sister, Estelle
Gland; her first husband, Robert Phillips; and her second husband, Pierre Hathaway.

She is survived by her daughter, Joanne Royer; her beloved nieces and extended family;
countless friends from the recovery community; devoted volunteers; and the thousands of
learners whose lives were transformed through her work.

In accordance with her wishes, no memorial service or celebration of life will be held.

Those wishing to honor Florence's memory are encouraged to plant or enjoy daisies,
especially Shasta daisies, her favorite flower.

Florence often wondered what would become of the program she built. The answer can be
found in the thousands of lives she touched, the volunteers she inspired, and the belief she
carried throughout her life: that one person, willing to serve, can change the world for
another. Her legacy lives on in every learner who finds their voice and every volunteer who
continues the work she loved.

In the weeks before her passing, Florence often spoke about her "next adventure." She
imagined herself roaming the galaxies, traveling from one to another with the same curiosity
and enthusiasm that guided her throughout her life.

She would tell her family, "If you see a shooting star, that's me flittering from one galaxy to
another and enjoying every second of it."
For those who knew her, it is easy to picture her doing exactly that.
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880Come join us for our Monthly Social! Have
a cup of something or a snack.
Join the conversation or listen.

Our next meetings are at the Cattle Dog
Restaurant in Inverness, 4:00,
Wednesday, October 21, and November
18,2026. No social in December.
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African American Read-in

The 18" Annual African American Read-in took place on Sunday, February
22, 2026, at the Curtis Peterson Auditorium. It was a well-executed presentation
which was positive and often emotionally moving. | will be including the literary
pieces which were read in future newsletters. Once a year is not enough to enjoy
this literature. . .

A NVA WY AW N

Life Doasn't Frighten Ma
Maya Angelou

Shadows on the wall

haoises down the hall

Life doesn't frighten ma at all
Bad dogs barking lowd

Big ghosts ina cloud

Life doesn't frightan me at all

Hean old Mother Goose

Lions on tha loose

They don't frightan me at all
Dragons breathing flame

On my countarpans

That doesn't frighten ma at all.

1go boo

Make them shoo

I rabe fun

Way thay run

lwon'tcry

Sothey fly

I just srnile

They go wild

Life doesn't frightan ma at all.

Tough guys fight

All alone at night

Life doean't frighten me at all,
Panthers In the park

Strangears in the dark

Mo, they don't frighten me at all,

1
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IN THE NEWS for your consideration.

HOW MUCH EACH PRESIDENT
INCREASED OR REDUCED THE FEDERAL DEFICIT

CHANGE IN ANNUAL FEDERAL DEFICIT FROM THE BEGINNING TO THE END OF EACH PRESIDENT'S TERM

RONALD REAGAN = GEORGE H.W. BUSH BILL CLINTON GEORGE W. BUSH
(1981 - 1989) _ (1989 - 1993) ., (1993 zoon (2001 2009)

;;sJ gd g/ |

Start: $748B Start $1558 Slart $2908B Start: -$938
End: S1558 End: $290B End —5938 End: $1.4T7

— ———

INCREASED INCREASED BN {:01[%378  INCREASED
$81BILLION $135 BILLION 3383 BII.lIIlN $1.5 TRILLION

REPUBLICAN REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT REPUBLICAN

BARACK 0BAMA DONALD TRUMP JOE BIDEN DONALD TRUMP
(2009 2017) (2017 - 2021) (2021 - 2025) (2025 ~ CURRENT)

» l‘ . » .A ." ; ’.
: ' . : “':‘ ‘.?‘!1 \
2 (e
. \6- ' | =
)k' J < \ J ; ~:l
St.ut $1.47 Start. $5888 Start: $3.07 Start: $1.87
End $5888 End: $3.0T End: S1.87 End (est.): $2.17

e -

. REDUCED QB |- 7':: REDUCED INCREASED
3825 BILLION $2.4TRILLION $1.1TRILLION $267 BILLION

DEMOCRAT REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT REPUBLICAN

We are going to tumble out of bed, stumble
to the kitchen, and pour ourselves a
cup of ambition. Then we are going to
fix our hair a little higher, dream a little
bigger, love people a little harder, and
leave a little sparkle wherever we go.
MakeB\lly proud.

As you get older, your secrets
are safe with your friends
because they can't
remember them either.
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| HATE WHEN PEOPLE SAY,
‘ACT LIKE AN ADULT.
HAVE YOU SEEN ADULTS LATELY?
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1

It actually doesn’ t
take much to be y
considered a
difficult woman.

That's why there
are so many of us.

THE BEST WAY TO USE
A STRESS BALL IS TO
THROW IT AT THE
PERSON WHO UPSET YOU
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Florida Department of Health in Citrus County

Diabetes Empowerment
Education Program

We can help YOU take CONTROL of your diabetes!

What You’ll Learn:

August 27 - October 15, 2026
« Improve your quality of life

o Class meets every Thursday
« Prevent complications

2 v 4 pom.
. tfggmlﬂg%'oﬁ,h"'ces for Catholic Charities
, » 6741 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy

- Enhance physical activity Crystal River, FL 34428
- Strengthen personal support (Next to Daystar)

systems
« Build relationships with P

health care providers ELDER ELDERAFFAIRS Y

HEALTH

Registration is Required
352-513-6137

Cpppfe—
i .u
=

Scaﬁ here to
register.

aHe

EQtrﬁsF alth.gov,
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mammulink’

PROTECT YOUR TOMORROW

CITRUS COUNTY RURAL HEALTH

10 minute appointments
Same day results

Ages 40-64 are welcome to
schedule an appointment- no
script required

927 N CITRUS AVE, CRYSTAL RIVER, FL 34428

OCTOBER \ 2% ro \ 2026
Ol Ta %40

8:00am - 4:00pm SRS
5 BOOKNOW®@ &7 &%
www.Mammolink.com E??g@

844-546-5871

(
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FROM LWVCC NATURAL RESOURCES CHAIR,MAXINE CONNOR
OCTOBER, 2026

LWVFL Clean Energy Action Team Monthly Statewide Zoom Oct. 21 @ 5 pm-6 pm
Solar Updates with Heaven Campbell
Florida Program Director
Solar United Neighbors

Citrus County Data Center Ordinance
Comment Period Now Open

Florida Springs Council Reaches
Historic Settlement to Protect
Suwannee & Wekiwa Springs on September 3

Rethink Energy Florida

Don Hall, Author
The Regeneration Handbook
Recent Speaker at Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group September Meetup

LWVFL Clean Energy Action Team Monthly Statewide Zoom Oct. 21 @ 5 pm-6 pm

Solar Updates with Heaven Campbell
Florida Program Director
Solar United Neighbors

Members: watch your email inbox for an Zoom invitation to register for this monthly LWVFL Clean Energy Action
Team Statewide Zoom. This month’s Zoom will be on October 21 @ 5-6 pm with solar updates from our long-time
partner Heaven Campbell, Florida Program Director, Solar United Neighbors. Our meetings are open to the public
and you can share the invitation.

Citrus County Data Center Ordinance
Comment Period Now Open

Citrus County is currently under a temporary moratorium that prohibits the development of data centers. The
moratorium was enacted to give the county time to develop land development code standards specific to data
centers. The county has now drafted data center regulations with initial community input.
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These regulations can now be viewed at

https://www.citruscounty.gov/departments/growth management/data center regulations.php . To share your
feedback, please email comments@citruscounty.gov and identify the section(s) of the draft you are referring to.
After approximately 30 days of community feedback, the draft ordinance will be scheduled for public hearings, where
additional public input will also be allowed. Please take the time to review the ordinance and share your comments.
The Florida Sierra Club Data Center Toolkit is available to help inform your comments. At this time, we feel that the
ordinance needs significant additional work to address water, energy use, and climate impacts to provide strong
guardrails to ensure that damaging data center projects not be developed in Citrus County. We are also asking that
the 30-day cutoff for comments be extended. This is a complex issue, and the existing moratorium remains in effect
until May 2027; instead of rushing to complete the ordinance, we need to focus on doing the work to get it right. Article
and Opinion Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast

Florida Springs Council Reaches
Historic Settlement to Protect
Suwannee & Wekiva Springs

TLERITA
SPAINGS
GOUGL

MAJOR LEGAL
VICTORY FOR

SPRINGS
RESTORATION.

FSC and FDEP have reached a significant
zelllement agreament in the

Springs BMAP Legal Challenge.]

After intense litigation, on September 3", the Florida Springs Council (FSC) and Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (FDEP), reached a significant settlement agreement to protect and restore seven outstanding springs on
the Suwannee River, as well as Wekiwa & Rock Springs. The settlement addresses agricultural and septic tank
pollution, the largest pollution sources in Florida, and, respectively, the largest pollution source in each basin. It also
improves the current BMAPs, provides for at least 16 new water quality monitoring stations, and requires FDEP to
initiate compliance assistance and enforcement actions.

The Florida Springs Council, of which Sierra Club is a board member, is the only non-profit winning battles
for Florida’s springs in the Capitol and Courthouse. This is not by chance; it is what FSC was designed to do.
“This is an excellent outcome,” says FSC Board Member Bob Palmer, “but FSC will not sleep on it. We are the only

organization with the ability to verify that the agreement will be carried out in full and on schedule.” “The challenge to
DEP’s 2025 Suwannee and Wekiwa BMAPs has resulted in a successful settlement,” says lead attorney Doug
MacLaughlin. “The Florida Springs Council and the Friends of the Wekiva River were seeking commitments from DEP
for actions that would achieve the ultimate goal of the BMAPs - to meet water quality standards in the springs by

2038. By initiating this challenge, FSC and Friends now have those commitments from DEP.

This victory for Florida’s springs is thanks to our co-litigants, Friends of the Wekiva River; our incredible legal team of
Doug MacLaughlin and Matt Farmer; the attorneys and law students at the Jacobs Law Clinic at Stetson College of
Law; agricultural expert Dr. George Hochmuth; and FSC Board Members Bob Palmer and Mike Cliburn. We also want
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to express our appreciation to the FDEP attorneys and staff who worked with us to make this win-win outcome
possible.

If you value having a Florida environmental non-profit that wins battles in the legislature and courtrooms - where most
orgs. won't even engage - please consider supporting the Florida Springs Council. The legal team is already

discussing our next campaign, but we can’t do this work without your support. Learn more at:
https:www.FloridaSpringsCouncil.org.

Rethink Energy Florida

ReThink Energy Florida’s Mission is to educate, engage, and empower Floridians to take action and achieve a just
transition to clean energy for a healthier, more sustainable environment through youth education, adult engagement,
and community organizing. Stay informed. Sign up for their monthly newsletter.
https://www.rethinkenergyflorida.org/

Don Hall, Author

The Regeneration Handbook
Recent Speaker at Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group September Meetup
Followup Information

THE <
REGENERATION

HANDBOOK

TRANSFORM YOURSELF
TO TRANSFORM
THE WORLD

DON HALL

Don Hall was the speaker for the Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group September monthly meetup. He is the author of
The Regeneration Handbook. He explains how communities can work toward sustainable living one person at a time
and collectively. He advised interested people to start with reading the book. A couple helpful websites are
evolutionarychange.org and transitionnetwork.org.

Updated 9/30/26
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LWV NATIONAL FROM THE WEBSITE

Case Summary

LWV and LWVMA filed a lawsuit challenging an illegal Executive Order targeting mail voting and
voter eligibility and asking for a declaration that the Executive Order is unconstitutional and a grant
of injunctive relief. The court granted the injunction, prohibiting implementation of Section 3 of the
Order.

On March 31, 2026, President Trump signed Executive Order (EO) 14399, “Ensuring Citizen
Verification and Integrity in Federal Elections.” The EO seeks to seize control of election
administration from Congress and the states, which no constitutional text allows. There are two
major focuses of the EO: (1) mail voting and (2) citizenship verification.

First, the EO attacks mail voting by instructing the U.S. Postal Service (USPS) to create a list of
“approved” mail voters and refuse to deliver ballots from voters who are not on that list. It also
threatens states with failure to deliver their voters’ ballots unless each state submits lists of eligible
mail voters to USPS at least 60 days before every federal election.

Second, the EO directs the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to compile lists of citizens from
various federal databases, including the Social Security Administration, and send those lists to states
before every federal election. These databases are out-of-date and unreliable, which will almost
certainly lead to the disenfranchisement of eligible voters.

On April 2, 2026, the League of Women Voters (LWV), the League of Women Voters of Massachusetts
(LWVMA), and multiple partners filed a lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Massachusetts. LWV and LWVMA filed the complaint alongside Association of Americans Resident
Overseas, US Vote Foundation, OCA-Asian Pacific American Advocates, and Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. The plaintiffs asserted that (1) the EO violates the constitutional separation of powers;
(2) is outside the President’s authority to instruct USPS in violation of Congress’s postal statutes; (3)
violates the Tenth Amendment and principles of federalism by forcing states to change their election
laws; (4) burdens the right to vote; (5) violates Section 11(a) of the Voting Rights Act by directing USPS
to refuse to deliver lawful ballots to eligible voters; and (6) violates the Privacy Act by requiring the
creation and sharing of Americans’ sensitive personal data without required process.

The plaintiffs asked the court to declare the EO unconstitutional and grant injunctive relief to stop its
implementation. Litigation is ongoing.

LWV and LWVMA are represented by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) Voting Rights
Project, ACLU of Massachusetts, Brennan Center for Justice, NAACP Legal Defense & Educational
Fund, Asian Americans Advancing Justice-AAJC, and Latino Justice PRLDEF.
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