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May 2026 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CITRUS COUNTY 

Vicky Iozzia is the Editor of this newsletter.   Our mailing address is 
LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460   Our website is 
lwvcitrus.org  Our email address is lwvcc2013@gmail.com 

Our May 13, 2026 meeting features Debra Stanley, Director of Career 
an Technical Education for Citrus County Schools and Meet and Greet 
for School Board candidates. It will be at the Coastal Region Library 

and begins at 10am. See Page 5 
 
 

Our June 10, 2026 meeting features Barbara Ventito from the 
Homeless Coalition, and the Board of Commissioners candidates. It will 

be at the Coastal Region Library and begins at 10 am. See Page 6 
 

SEE PAGES 7 AND 8  FOR THE LINEUP OF MEETINGS FOR THE REST OF THIS YEAR! 
 

Please visit our Facebook page and "like" us!  
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty 

We want to thank the following businesses for their cooperation: FGE 
Printing, Citrus County Chronicle, Pinnacle Printing 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE BOARD MEMBERS WHO DO SUCH A 
GREAT JOB EVERY MONTH CONTRIBUTING 

 TO THIS NEWSLETTER! THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO READ 
THIS. YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! 
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HAPPY MAY EVERYONE! 
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                        May 27 – Social at Cattle Dog Restaurant 

This calendar is from our website: 
Lwvcitrus.org 
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We are planning some exciting meetings for the rest of 2025. So that you can put the events 
in your calendar, here are the flyers.  
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Linda Abels, Membership Chair, 2nd Vice President 

 
 
 

As we look toward the 2026 elections, the League’s mission to "Defend Democracy" has 
never been more vital. Membership is more than just a title—it is a commitment to ensuring 
every voice in our community is heard. Whether you are passionate about voter turnout, 
redistricting, or nonpartisan education, there is a place for you in this mission. 

We have a busy season ahead. While summer is often a time to relax, our work is ramping 
up this spring and summer. We are hosting Candidate Meet-and-Greets and representing 
the LWVCC at various local events. We would love to see you there—whether you’re 
helping us table or simply showing up to represent the League. 

Looking toward the fall, we are already preparing for our monthly meetings, speaker 
luncheons, and Zoom coordination. Even if you only have an hour or two a month to spare, 
your contribution makes a difference. 

Think back to why you first joined the LWVCC. We invite you to reconnect with that passion 
and help us defend democracy. Let us know how you’d like to get involved! 

We want to welcome two new members, Rachel Cornett and Susan Straley. 

Have a great month, 

Linda 
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Vicky Iozzia, 1st President, Newsletter Editor,  

Webmaster, Speakers Bureau Chair 
 

Hello, fellow League of Women Voters members! League members know right from 
wrong, truth from lies, and spin from honest reporting. We inform ourselves and we care 
about our country. Whether we are in the minority or the majority, we keep our moral focus 
steady. We act. We do not overreact.  

  
These are difficult times for many. Not only is our country participating in a needless 

war, but many are also suffering the economic effects of that war. First amendment rights 
are being ignored by governments. Yet many elected officials are paralyzed with fear: that 
they will be “primaried” and lose their jobs, that the wrath of those in charge will ruin their 
reputation, or they are afraid to be leaders. 

 
What can we do? History shows us that we should not cower in fear. We need to act 

decisively and wisely. We can’t acquiesce when people in power go against everything we 
have been fighting for: First Amendment rights, women’s rights, civil rights. We can’t accept 
that all of a sudden DEI is a dirty word to some, that people are being excluded from the 
process because of their gender, or color of their skin, or their sexual orientation, or because 
they disagree.  There is a theory of the “3-5% rule” happens, if 3.5 percent of the population 
becomes involved in a movement, political change will come. 

 
There were around eight million people protesting throughout the country at the last 

“No Kings” March 28, 2026. There was no violence. People made their own signs to express 
their grievances.  
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I remember protesting the war in Vietnam, and sometimes feeling like it would never 

end. We did help the war end, as ugly as it was.  
 
Please continue to fight in whatever way you can: call or elected officials, email or 

write to them, and don’t do it just once. Do it repeatedly. Keep yourself educated so that 
when others are ready to listen you will be ready to communicate.  

 
The time has passed where we can sit on the sidelines. With what has happened,  it 

wouldn’t surprise me if an attempt was made to cancel the midterm elections.  
 
The only way to deal with a bully is to stand up , not by ourselves, but all together, and 

tell them “No, we won’t put up with it any more!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At our March meeting our slate of officers was elected. We are: 
 
1st President Vicky Iozzia 
2nd President Peg Primeau 
1st Vice President Rosemary Nilles 
2nd vice President Linda Abels 
Secretary Jeanne Messersmith 
Co-Treasurers Devora Stager and Peg Primeau (Devora is moving 
so Peg will also be our treasurer effective May 1) 
 
I urge you to reach out to the Board so that we can get to know 
you, get your feedback, and have more people to work together.  
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Saturday, April 18, Earth Day in Citrus County 

 
Peg Primeau, Jeanne Messersmith, Maxine Conner, and Vicky Iozzia represented the 

League at this event.  
  

These events are important, because we meet new people, get to talk to members, 
and get our name out there. The more people we have working with us, the more we can 
do.  

 

 
Saturday, April 25, 2026, Healthy Kids outreach. 
Peg Primeau are all smiles, and volunteers Debbie Manning and Delinda Beem helped 
wo-man the table at this event.  
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We are so proud to announce the award that was won by our very own Peg 
Primeau, who is on the editorial board for the Chronicle. Be sure to 
congratulate her at our next meeting.

g! 
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Peg Primeau, 2nd President, Reproductive Health & Justice Chair 

        The other thing that is significant about July 4, 2026 
 
Last summer, when Congress passed the OBBBA, the Trump 
administration was able to “defund” Planned Parenthood for one year. 
 
The law blocked the use of federally-funded Medicaid coverage for patients 
for all services at Planned Parenthood health centers. That included 
essential health care services such as primary care, birth control, cancer 
screenings, and wellness exams. 
 
The OBBBA law is set to expire after one year—on July 4, 2026. Sixty-nine 
percent of Americans oppose continuing to “defund” Planned Parenthood, 
but Republican politicians are trying to make it permanent. 
 
That will leave patients with nowhere else to turn. As one patient said, 
“these nonprofit clinics are my only source of health care.” Nearly half of all 
counties in the United States do not have a practicing OB-GYN, and 58% 
of women in rural counties do not have an OB-GYN in the county where 
they live. 
 
For many American women, there are no alternative providers to be found, 
and when a Planned Parenthood center closes, their primary care or 
prenatal care simply ends. 
 
“Defunding Planned Parenthood is stripping millions of Americans of 
essential health care services, while simultaneously raising costs, 
worsening health outcomes, and further stressing a health care system 
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already under considerable strain. The damage has been significant.” 
- 
 
 
--from “The Defund Disaster” by Sen. Elizabeth Warrren and colleagues, 
March 2026. For the full report, search the title of the report, or go to Sen. 
Warren’s website. 
 
 
Published in the Citrus County Chronicle, written by Peg Primeau: 
 
Report card for Tally on managing education dollars 
April 17, 2026 
 
Well below standards. Needs improvement. Close supervision recommended. 
 
Fiscal accountability in Florida’s school-choice system has been abysmal. As explained in 
the April 4 column from the League of Women Voters, the Auditor General’s report on the 
voucher program revealed a shortfall of $398 million last year.  
The Department of Education (DOE) lost track of $270 million and made overpayments for 
about 30,000 voucher students. 
 
Such loose ledger-keeping of public funds is a scandal in itself. However, the wayward 
money also signifies per-pupil underfunding for public schools. For example, because 
recipient tracking was poor, “scholarship” money did not follow voucher students when they 
chose to return to public school. 
 
While the Florida DOE relies on (private) Scholarship Funding Organizations to 
administer vouchers, it is still responsible for oversight. Perhaps the DOE was 
overwhelmed when voucher eligibility became universal. Perhaps too many private 
schools popped up all of a sudden. Then again, whose idea was it to grow the school- 
choice program so fast? 
 
Here’s what makes this saga of lost taxpayer dollars especially galling. The DeSantis 
administration, represented by CFO Blaise Ingoglia, has been targeting communities 
and agencies around Florida. The CFO arbitrarily accuses them of waste, fraud, and 
abuse. 
 
Mind you, this is the same administration that got into legal hot water over the Hope 
Florida charity. The charge was diversion of $10 million in Medicaid funds to partisan 
ads and lobbying during the 2024 election. 
 
“Hypocrisy” doesn’t quite capture how offensive it is to voters to see mismanagement 
on this scale by the state and, in the next moment, watch their local government 
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skewered just for headlines. 
 
Back to the DOE: Clearly, the voucher system needs to be fixed. When the Auditor 
General released its scathing report last fall, some of our elected representatives took 
notice and took action. They drew up Senate Bill 318, an overhaul of the voucher 
system. The Senate unanimously passed it on Jan. 14, the second day of the 2026 
legislative session. 
 
Way to go, senators. This bill addressed fiscal accountability in school choice via more 
accurate student tracking, regular verification of enrollment, more frequent audits and better 
documentation for vouchers. It separated funding for public schools from 
school-choice scholarships.  
Then the ball was totally dropped. The House never took up SB 318 or any alternative. 
With no explanation, the GOP leadership turned its back on fixing school-choice 
accounting. 
 
Report card for the House: Incomplete. The record will show a Failing grade if the 
assignment remains unfinished. 
 
Representatives will convene again on April 20 for the special session called by the 
governor. Their agenda includes debating congressional redistricting, a property tax 
amendment and (for sure) submitting a state budget. It’s possible for the House to redeem 
itself here. The DOE’s fiscal-accountability problem is integral to the final budget. If the 
political will is there, if constituents convey their outrage, House members ought to revive 
the provisions in SB 318. 
 
When they do, they’ll get a passing grade. Then it’s up to the governor to do the right 
thing. 
 
Also from Peg: “I was chatting with my substitute hair stylist who asked what keeps me busy 
(LWV). Then the conversation became very confusing. How her husband would be "so 
excited," and her grandmother was "the first female captain" on the Nature Coast, etc. 
 
Finally, I realized she thought I had said the League of Women Boaters. A different but 
appealing brand, I guess. And we are not through yet! Here’s another golden nugget from 
Peg! 
 
Mary Cassatt’s “Woman With a Sunflower” Washington Post, April 17, 2026 
 
Painted circa 1905, this work shows a naked girl sitting on a woman’s lap, a hand mirror held up to 
reflect the child’s face, and a large sunflower pinned to the woman’s gown, the sleeves of which 
echo the vibrant gold of the flower. 
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Just another tender mother and daughter scene? Perhaps not…. Maybe the picture does not center 
a maternal relationship after all, [art historian Nicole] Georgopoulos argues, but rather an 
intergenerational metaphor: Tomorrow sitting on the lap of the Today….  
 
Could that sunflower, rather than being a mere ornament — several of Cassatt’s women wear 
blooms — be sending a message? Georgopoulos thinks so. When Cassatt made the painting, the 
sunflower was the official symbol of the National American Woman Suffrage Association, and gold 
was one of the colors associated with the movement. Their inclusion by Cassatt, a fierce advocate 
for the women’s suffrage movement — which was, by 1905, in full flower — is probably no accident. 
 
As for the mirror, held at such an angle that the girl is gazing at us, the viewers, Georgopoulos sees it 
not as a symbol of vanity, but of “female creative potential.” 
 
In 1914, on the eve of World War I, Cassatt wrote to a friend, the feminist art collector and 
philanthropist Louisine Havemeyer: “If the world is to be saved, it will be the women who save it.” 
American women — or at least White American women — would not get the vote until 1920. But 
looking at Cassatt’s powerful painting, you can see, in the face of that girl, a reflection of Cassatt’s 
fervent hope, if not conviction, that the future would be female. 
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Rosemary Nilles, 1st Vice Pres, 

Say No to Mid-Decade Redistricting (By the time you read this, will it be approved?) 
 
What’s going on in Tallahassee?  
Back in January, Governor DeSantis called for a special legislative session on 

Congressional Redistricting to take place April 20-24. Last week, he unexpectedly 
postponed it until next week, April 28 – May 1.  He also added new items to the agenda, 
including AI and vaccine policies. 

All this instead of passing the required budget. 
How did this happen? 
Redistricting typically happens after the decennial census.  The push for mid-decade 

redistricting began last summer, following the President’s public request for Texas to draw 
new Congressional maps. His stated purpose was to obtain five more seats in the US House 
for his party, prior to the 2026 mid-term elections. Several other states followed. 

Governor DeSantis began his call for redistricting in Florida last July, following the 
Florida Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the maps he drew in 2022.  

Recent comments made to the media by multiple elected officials at federal and state 
levels appear to indicate that the motivation to push mid-decade redistricting comes from a 
partisan intent to favor one party over another.  

The problem is, that's illegal in Florida. Back in 2010, 63% of Florida voters voted to 
pass the Fair Districts Amendments to the Florida Constitution.  These amendments strictly 
forbid district lines to be drawn to favor one political party over another. 

That’s only one reason that League of Women Voters of Citrus County (LWVCC) opposes 
mid-decade redistricting in Florida. 
 

 There is no active court order requiring Florida’s Legislature to redraw the current 
congressional district maps.    
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 Changing electoral boundaries ahead of an election lets politicians choose their 
voters, instead of voters choosing their representatives.  

 Further, it confuses voters. 

 With primary elections fast approaching, this creates needless burdens for SOEs, 
candidates, and citizens. 

 
 Mid-decade redistricting will be incredibly expensive!  Florida taxpayers foot the bill for 

special sessions. Travel, hotels, meals, and per diem for legislators and their staffs 
add up to about $50,000 per day!   

 Floridians expect their elected leaders to focus on the kitchen table issues affecting 
voters' daily lives, not diverting millions in precious taxpayer dollars to a rushed and 
unconstitutional redistricting process.  

 Recent polls show that Florida voters, regardless of party, oppose this move to 
redistrict. 

There's still time to contact our state legislators and tell them to uphold their oaths to the 
US and Florida Constitutions. Tell them to Say No to Mid-Decade Redistricting. Visit 
flhouse.gov/FindYourRepresentative to get started.  
 
League of Women Voters of Citrus County 
April 21, 2026 
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County Meetings 
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From our Supervisor of Elections, Maureen “Mo” Baird 
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Speaker’s Bureau 
Rosemary Nilles is co-chair of the Florida Speakers Bureau 
Vicky Iozzia is the chair of the LWV Citrus Speakers Bureau 

If your organization is interested in having a speaker, contact Vicky Iozzia at 
vickyiozzia@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 24 of 57  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is from our April 22 Social. 
Come join us for our Monthly Social! Have a 

cup of something or a snack. 
Join the conversation or listen. 

Our next meeting is at the Cattle Dog Restaurant 
in Inverness, 4:00, 

Wednesday, May 27, 2026 
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From the new League of Women Voters Impact on Issue 
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African American Read-in 

 The 18th Annual African American Read-in took place on Sunday, February 
22, 2026, at the Curtis Peterson Auditorium. It was a well-executed presentation 
which was positive and often emotionally moving.  

 I will be including the literary pieces which were read in future newsletters.  
Once a year is not enough to enjoy this literature.  
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IN THE NEWS 
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As a retired teacher of children with learning disabilities, this 
article made me sick.  
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From California 
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Jan did not like to have her picture taken.  

 

 

Jan Hall 

 I am very sad to let you all know that Jan Hall passed away on April 22 after a difficult 
illness.  

 Jan and I were friends for over 30 years. We were both there when this League was 
formed in 2013. She was one of the sweetest, most giving friends I have known, and I will 
miss her.  

 We used to have “play dates” once a month where we would get together to talk, 
watch a movie, and go in my pool. She was my confidant, my side-kick, and one of the 
kindest people I ever knew. Vicky Iozzia 

Jan has given generously of her time doing the challenging and constant work of publicizing 
upcoming events and news of our local League of Women Voters of Citrus County for years. 
She has been an active board member, attending board and general meetings, planning 
events, working on strategy, and countless other projects. It was indeed a privilege to know 
and work with her. Her calming presence will be greatly missed. Maxine Connor 

 I really liked Jan and am so sorry that she passed away.  She was one of the original 
members when our league started again. Linda Abels 

Friends, this is devastating news, but I’m sure that Jan is finally at peace. Jan was a bright 
light, a faithful friend, and a calm and gentle person. She will be dearly missed by everyone 



Page 37 of 57  
  

who knew and loved her. I have a few pieces of the beautiful jewelry that she made. Two 
flower necklaces and a sunshine pin from the first year I got involved with our league.  
I’ll wear them with love and pride. Rosemary Nilles  

 
Vicky, I am so sorry to hear of Jan's passing. Unfortunately, seeing you at the Earth 
Day tabling and how sad you seemed in spirit, I knew Jan might not have much time 
left. She is finally in God's hands and in eternal peace. My Faith informs me that we 
are a "resurrection people" and that whatever the mysterious next chapter of our 
existence is, it will be the happiest and beyond our comprehension. I only knew Jan for 
the couple of years of my position as LWV secretary - she was always dependable 
and "on top of things" for our events. I especially enjoyed our times together at your 
parties. Peace be with you, Jan and Vicky. Jeanne Messersmith 

I am indeed saddened by the passing of our dear Jan. I am also relieved to know she is 
resting eternally in a place of no pain, no worries, and no diseases. During her time of 
decline and passing Jan was ever in our prayers. Jan will be most remembered by me from 
our first encounter by email as she very professionally coordinated a virtual meeting in the 
midst of a pandemic with me as guest speaker. Jan was smooth as silk, organized, and had 
precision in aligning my very first presentation to the League of Women Voters of Citrus 
County. There was little known about the COVID virus, Jan assured me people needed to 
hear about moving from vaccine hesitancy to vaccine competency. I'll always member her 
from that time forward as a mentor who welcomed my many questions about the non-
partisan group. From there I was welcomed into the LWVCC membership and soon after 
onto the Board of Directors. I got to know Jan even better always looking forward to seeing 
her on our virtual meetings and most recently in the last few years in person. Like others, I 
too am the recipient of her artful handy work. On one occasion she presented me with a hair 
ornament - it was lovely, purple, turquoise, and green. The real joy was in seeing her 
reaction when I actually wore it. I will miss supplying her with little clear containers to hold 
her smaller art supplies. I am honored to have met Jan, shared spaced with her, and learn 
from her. Rest in peace Jan, your memory is eternal.  BJ Ezell 

Jan was a wonderful model of grace, consideration, and faithfulness for us in the League. 
She understood how to extend our reach in the media. She was generous with her 
creativity. When she was smiling, I could see the young Jan in her face and imagine her 
seizing the day, and also the party after.  Rest in peace, Jan. Peg Primeau 
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FROM LWVCC NATURAL RESOURCES CHAIR 

MAY, 2026 

Reporting on Florida’s Future 

With Max Chesnes May 15 th 

Flood Risk to Resilience 

Tampa Bay Coastal Master Plan 

Hold the Dates for June 11, 18, &amp; 24 th 

Community Listening Sessions 

Tampa Bay Coastal Master Plan 

Take the Flood Risk Survey 

Land Use Change Application 

For Data Center Returning to 

Citrus Planning &amp; Development June 18 - 9 am 

Citrus Hearing on Proposed Asphalt Plant 

Postponed to November 19th – 9 AM 

 

Florida Legislature Sets Special Budget Session for May 

A Lifetime of Earth Days 

Hope vs. Loss by Joe Murphy 

Politics & Government 

 

Environmentalists Blast Proposal to Remove Protections 

 

For Endangered Species 
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Reporting on Florida’s Future With Max Chesnes May 15 th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us Friday, May 15 th  at 6:30 p.m. at the Historic Brooksville Woman’s Club. 131 South 
Main Street, Brooksville for a talk on Reporting on Florida’s Future with Tampa Bay Times 
Environmental Writer Max Chesnes. The event is hosted by Hernando Audubon Society, 
Adventure Coast Sierra Club, and Hernando County Native Plant Society. 

Flood Risk to Resilience 

Hold the Dates for June 11, 18, &amp; 24 th 

Community Listening Sessions 

 

The Tampa Bay region is a flood-vulnerable area, facing extreme risk from storm surge, 
sea-level rise, and heavy rainfall due to its low-lying geography, extensive coastline, shallow 
continental shelf, and dense development. Both coastal and inland flooding threatens the 
safety, property, and livelihoods of Tampa Bay’s communities. 
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The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council is developing the Tampa Bay Coastal Master 
Plan (TBCMP)—a comprehensive, four-year, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation grant-

funded initiative in Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, Manatee, and Sarasota 
counties. It spans more than 2,200 square miles of coastal and inland communities, 

estuaries, rivers, wetlands, and barrier islands.The Coastal Master Plan aims to strengthen 
regional flood resilience by addressing the impacts of sea- level rise, storm surge, extreme 
rainfall, and high-tide flooding through a coordinated, data-driven, and community-based 

process. The 2026 focus includes hosting public listening sessions to identify flood- 
vulnerable communities, prioritize restoration and flood-reduction projects, and guide long-
term adaptation strategies with a strong emphasis on equity, innovation, and collaboration. 

 
As partner/collaborators in this effort, Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group, Hernando 
Audubon and other community organizations will host three listening sessions as follows: 

 
Thursday, June 11th 5pm-6:30 pm at the George Washington Carver Community Center, 

95 Three Sisters Springs Trail, Crystal River. The facilitators will be Sierra Club’s Robin 
Orlandi and Maxine Connor in cooperation with other community-based organizations. 

Refreshments will be available. 
 
Thursday, June 18th 5pm-6:30pm at the Weeki Wachee Area Club, 7442 Shoal Line 
Boulevard, Hernando Beach. The facilitator will be Sierra Club’s Taylor Masnjak in 
cooperation with the Weeki Wachee Area Club and local long term recovery management 
efforts. 

 
Wednesday, June 24th , 5pm-6:30pm at the Ridge Manor Community Center, 34240 

Cortez Boulevard, Ridge Manor. The facilitator will be Lynn Gruber-White, President of the 
Ridge Manor Property Owners Association in cooperation with Joe Murphy of Sierra Club 

and Hernando Audubon along with other stakeholders. Refreshments will be available. 
 

These efforts ensure that local governments, community organizations, residents, and 
technical experts all contribute to shaping the plan. In the third year, the Coastal Master 
Plan will develop a Regional Flood Risk Assessment that will provide a scientific and 
analytical foundation for all future project recommendations. By 2027, the focus will be to 
design, screen and evaluate projects in priority areas based on community feedback. In 
2028, the plan will be released. 

 
What you can do now: Save the date and plan to attend a workshop in your area. Sierra 

Club Adventure Coast Group and Hernando Audubon participated in recent Flood Listening 
Session Facilitation Training and will engage as non-profit stakeholders in the process for 
Citrus and Hernando Counties.  Contact us at sierraclubadventurecoastcc@gmail.com for 

more information. Article Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 
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The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council is creating the  Tampa Bay Regional Resilience 
Coalition—a voluntary alliance of local governments and partner organizations working 
together to strengthen the region’s ability to adapt to climate change. By aligning with the 
Coalition’s shared goals, the Tampa Bay Master Coastal Plan (TBMCP) advances 
coordinated, region-wide resilience strategies that reflect local priorities and foster long-term 
collaboration across jurisdictions. The study area spans over 4,400 square miles of diverse 
inland and coastal ecosystems across Citrus, Hernando, Pasco, Pinellas, Hillsborough, 
Manatee, and Sarasota counties—home to more than 4 million residents. 
 
The Tampa Bay region faces escalating climate-related risks, including sea level rise, storm 
surge, extreme rainfall, and high-tide flooding. These threats are compounded by rapid 
population growth and limited regional coordination on flood mitigation and current efforts 
are often fragmented and lack a cohesive, long-term strategic framework. 
 
Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group has agreed to become a collaborating partner and 
leaders have participated in training sessions which will now be followed by planning 
community listening sessions. 
 
The Tampa Bay Coastal Master Plan (TBCMP) enhances regional resilience by addressing 
flooding impacts through a coordinated, data-driven, and community-based planning 
process. Over the course of this four-year, grant-funded initiative, the TBCMP will identify 
flood-vulnerable communities, prioritize restoration and flood-reduction projects, and guide 
long-term adaptation strategies. Take the flood risk survey at the QR code below: 

 

 
 

Article Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 
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The application was “continued” (postponed) by the Planning &amp; Development 
Commission, because more information was needed and legislation pertaining to data 
centers was being considered at the Florida Legislature, which was not scheduled to finish 
session until March 13. 

 
The application will come back before the Citrus County Planning &amp; Development 
Commission on June 18 at 9 am, Lecanto Government Center, 3600 W. Sovereign Path, 
Lecanto. 
 
Meanwhile, SB 484 Data Centers was passed: 
 
The FL legislature has recently passed legislation regarding Data Centers - with some good 
features and one deceptive dangerous feature. If signed by the Governor, it will take effect 
July 1, 2026:  
 
SB 484 is aimed at regulating large-scale data centers to protect residents from increased 
energy and water costs.  It requires that AI and other large-scale data centers cover their 
own infrastructure and utility costs, preventing higher bills for residential customers.   

 
Local Control: It confirms that local governments maintain control over comprehensive 
planning and land development regulations for “large load customers” (megawatts).  

 
Water & Energy Usage: It introduces stricter regulations on water usage for cooling and 

requires developers to bear the costs of energy usage, ensuring that local utility capacity is 
not compromised.  

Confidentiality &amp; Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs): A final, amended version allows 
state agencies to enter into NDAs with companies, allowing them to keep development 

plans secret for a year. (!) 
 
Targeted Projects: The legislation is a direct response to rising concerns over the 
environmental and infrastructural impact of new, high-demand AI data centers.  

(Thank you to fellow board member RN for this excellent summary of SB 484.) 
------------------ 

Meanwhile the County Commission is conferring with state authorities and working on 
coming up with guidelines for data centers in light of the fact that they have health and 
environmental impacts including noise, pollution, and excessive water and electricity needs. 
 
While county commissioners voted unanimously in February 2026 to have staff draft land 
development code guidelines, a final decision on these regulations—and a specific project 
proposal—is currently pending further review. 
Some Data Center Resources 
https://www.thecitrusinsider.com/good-data 
centers/https://baynews9.com/fl/tampa/news/2026/03/05/citrus-county-officials-want-
regulations-in-place-before- 
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eyeing-data-centers?cid=id-app15_m-share_s-web_cmp-app_launch_august2020_c 
producer_posts_po-organic https://nodatacentercitrus.org/ 

https://www.change.org/p/protect-the-nature-coast-oppose-the-holder-industrial-park-
expansion-cpa- 202500012?recruiter=46794940&amp;recruited_by_id=4ce8bc80-82b0-

0130-db6c- 
3c764e049c4f&amp;utm_source=share_petition&amp;utm_campaign=share_petition&amp;

utm_term=starter_onboarding_shar 
e_personal&amp;utm_medium=copylink&amp;utm_content=cl_sharecopy_491068025_en-

US%3A8&amp;share_id=zcwdzp5FZt 
 
Understanding the impact of data center noise pollution: 
https://www.techtarget.com/searchdatacenter/tip/Understanding-the-impact-of-data-center-

noise-pollution 
 
https://www.eesi.org/articles/view/communities-are-raising-noise-pollution-concernsabout-
data-centers 
The Dangers of Data Centers by Elan Justice Pavlinich, PhD, Feb 27, 2026 
https://www.environmentalhealthproject.org/post/the-dangers-of-data-centers 
A direct response to rising concerns over the environmental and infrastructural impact of 
new, high-demand AI data centers.  
 

Citrus Planning &amp; Development Hearing on Proposed Asphalt Plant 
 

Postponed to November 19th – 9 AM 
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A 22-acre Asphalt Plant on Citrus Ave /Co Rd 495 has been proposed in a rural area of 
Citrus that would require a zoning change from commercial to industrial. The site is near 
hundreds of residences just north of the Suncoast Parkway&#39;s final extension that 
will cross Citrus Avenue and terminate to the West at Hwy 19/98, around 5 miles south of 
the proposed Barge Canal /Port Citrus site. 
 
Please plan to attend and you will have an opportunity to speak during Public 
Comment. The Planning &amp; Development Commission hearing on the application 
has been postponed from April 2 nd to April 16 th and then to November 19 th at 9am at the 
Lecanto Government Building, 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Room #166, Lecanto, FL 34461. 
There are now more than 3,300 signatures on a petition to oppose this application 
already. (https://www.change.org/p/stop-zoning-change-from-general-neighborhood-
commercial-to-industrial) 
 
Learn more at Channel 10 Tampa Bay article:  
https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/local/citruscounty/proposed-asphalt-plant-crystal-river/67- 
9dc1469e-3109-4a7f-8968-9c4128f220b5 
Video: https://www.instagram.com/reel/DU6yYlTjHe- 
/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&amp;igsh=NTc4MTIwNjQ2YQ== 
Curtiss Bryant&#39;s Citrus Insider blog summarizes the application and includes 
a link to the petition here: 
https://www.thecitrusinsider.com/next-up-asphalt-plant/ 
Anyone interested in learning more by viewing the application documents from the cancelled 
planning meeting can go 
here: https://citrusclerk.portal.civicclerk.com/event/8980/overview to 
view or download. Article Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 
 

Florida Legislature Sets Special Budget Session for May 
 

 
According to an April 23 rd WUSF article, more than a month after ending the regular 
session without passing a budget, legislative leaders say they have a deal on top-line 
spending levels. The special session to hammer out the budget will run May 12-29, although 
as we go to press, the formal proclamation for the session hasn’t been issued. 
 
During the regular session the Senate passed a $115 billion budget and the House passed 
a $113.6 billion spending plan. House Speaker Daniel Perez, R-Miami insisted on a budget 
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that was less than the current year level of $115.1 billion. Budget talks between the 
chambers remain at odds on major issues. 
There are wide gaps between the chambers on land conservation programs. We’re 
concerned that full funding for Florida Forever and the Florida State Parks Program is at 
risk. During the regular session, Adventure Coast Group printed 100 postcards that 
members and supporters signed urging our Florida Senator Ralph Masullo to support full 
funding. We noted that “There are 135 projects now on the Florida Forever priority list of 
approved purchases and a backlog of repairs estimated at almost $800 million 
dollars for our award-winning parks that need funding to ensure thriving parks for people 
and wildlife. We hope we can count on you to support them. Thank you.” He actually 
mentioned that he had heard from his constituents on the floor of the House during budget 
discussions. 
 
Then, when the budget was sent to the Senate and House Budget Committee Chairs for 
negotiation, we printed up and mailed out another 100 postcards to Senate Budget Chair Ed 
Hooper and House Budget Chair Lawrence McClure with a similar message. Thanks to 
everyone who signed the postcards. We’ll keep hoping they realize the value of biodiversity 
and conservation to improve our lives and that of all living things. 

Source: WUSF | By Gray Rohrer, News Service of Florida / Published April 23, 2026. 
Article Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 

 
A Lifetime of Earth Days 

Hope vs. Loss by Joe Murphy 

 
I was born April 21, 1970. My first full day of life was April 22, 1970: the original Earth Day. I 
have been alive for all the Earth Days and am hopeful for a few more – 56 years of hope 
and loss. 

 
 
 

 

 

U.S. Sen. Edmund Muskie, author of the Clean Air Act, speaks 
on Earth Day in Philadelphia on April 22, 1970. (Peter54321, 
CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons) 
 
The original Earth Day helped launch a conservation movement that produced great 
progress and soaring hope. The Endangered Species Act, the Clean Air Act, the Clean 
Water Act and the National Environmental Policy Act were all passed within a few years. 
Just six years earlier, the Wilderness Act passed. 
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Major cities were choking on pollution, the Cuyahoga River had literally caught fire and 
iconic species were in danger of disappearing. The public demanded action and, to their 
credit, elected officials responded. Hope flowed like a river and the future seemed bright.  
Power and profit though do not simply disappear when challenged. They pushed back. 
Earth Day 1970 eventually led to folks like Interior Secretary James Watt under President 
Ronald Reagan and his radical anti-environmental agenda. Powerful forces set in motion 
loss that lessened hope. We see that today as our nation’s environmental laws are gutted.  
 
Corporate America became very good at co-opting the message of conservation and Earth 
Day and branding it, selling it and using it for their goals. The focus shifted to individual 
actions, not community actions that would change policy or practice and be accomplished 
through laws and regulations.   
 
What “we” can do was shifted to what “you” can do. Individual actions and responsibility are 
important, but in an era of climate change, global trade, rampant development and 
wholesale gutting of environmental policy, people acting together, in shared purpose, have 
the best chance of conserving public health and the natural world. 
 
Fifty-six years after Earth Day 1970, we still teeter between hope and loss. Five decades 
later, the cost of failure is much higher.  Climate change and sea-level rise have 
consequences that could impact us for centuries. The Age of Extinction we are in now is 
fundamentally altering evolution and humans are now driving extinction and 
loss through our actions. We have become the variable that determines who survives, and 
who enters extinction.  
 
So, we must choose. Hope versus loss. Action versus apathy. Protecting the rights of future 
generations or abandoning our responsibility to them. I say we choose hope. We need to 
work with hope driving our hearts, science leading our minds and the wonder of nature 
guiding our souls. We need to think big and act big. 
 
The Florida Wildlife Corridor gives me hope. The audacity and bold vision of connecting over 
18 million acres of habitat for large wildlife to transverse Florida from the Everglades to the 
Panhandle to the Okefenokee is amazing. And it is happening.  
 
The growing grassroots resistance to never-ending growth and development in Florida gives 
me hope. I talk with people every day who are of different parties, perspectives and 
ideologies who all agree they want to see rivers and springs protected, overcrowding 
reduced, green space conserved and the endless creation of rooftops abated. Candidates 
who ignore this undercurrent of opposition may do so at their peril. The 2026 elections in 
Florida could offer some true surprises. Prescribed fire as a land management tool and its 
continued and expanded use gives me hope. It is tough to conduct as Florida develops, but 
landscapes that were robbed of fire and its life-giving value for decades now are being 
reborn in fire. Fire in Florida is as important as rain to the natural world, and 
Florida’s land managers have embraced that. Public lands are better for it.  
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If you care about the conservation of wild Florida, you can succumb to the feeling that loss is 
everywhere. And it is surely occurring. But it is balanced with glimmers of hope. Progress 
has been made with some species and in some landscapes, but it is fragile. It must be 
nourished and protected. Every acre of natural Florida must be cherished and conserved to 
avoid loss overcoming hope. 
The powerful truth is loss will only expand if left unopposed. The irony is that the very 
species that is driving the natural world toward continued disaster is the same species that 
has the power to reverse the loss.   
 
Hope versus loss: Let us choose hope, then act with it, share it, cultivate it and celebrate it. 
Let us do it together. That is an Earth Day to celebrate.  
 
Joe Murphy is a native and lifelong Floridian who lives in Brooksville. Follow Joe’s “Season 
of Public Lands” on Instagram (@naturecoastjoe) and Facebook 
(https://bit.ly/joemurphyfacebook). Sign up for The Invading Sea newsletter by visiting here 
or  email Editor Nathan Crabbe. 

 Article Courtesy of Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 Politics & Government 

 
 Florida Phoenix | Ahead of Earth Day, environmentalists blast proposal to remove 

protections for 
 endangered species (4/22)  
 ____________________________________________________________________

_________________ 
 Updated 4/28/26 
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