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April 2026 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CITRUS COUNTY 

Vicky Iozzia is the Editor of this newsletter.   Our mailing address is 
LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460   Our website is 
lwvcitrus.org  Our email address is lwvcc2013@gmail.com 

 

Our April 8, 2026 meeting features Rachel Montgomery, Chief of 
Police of Citrus County Schools. It will be at the Coastal Region 

Library and begins at 10am. See Page 5 
 

Our May 13, 2026 meeting features Debra Stanley, Director of Career 
an Technical Education for Citrus County Schools and Meet and Greet 
for School Board candidates. It will be at the Coastal Region Library 

and begins at 10am. See Page 6 
 
 

Please visit our Facebook page and "like" us!  
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty 

We want to thank the following businesses for their cooperation: FGE 
Printing, Glory Days Restaurant, Citrus County Chronicle, Pinnacle 

Printing 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE BOARD MEMBERS WHO DO SUCH A 
GREAT JOB EVERY MONTH CONTRIBUTING 

 TO THIS NEWSLETTER! THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO READ 
THIS. YOUR COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ARE WELCOME! 
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HAPPY APRIL EVERYONE! 
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This calendar is from our website: 
Lwvcitrus.org 
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Linda Abels, Membership Chair, 2nd Vice President 

 

Are your flowers blooming yet? Mine aren't quite there, I'll admit, I'm not much of a gardener! 
However, Spring is finally here, and it is the perfect time for things to take root and grow. 

Let's work together to grow our League this season. We currently have 72 members, and we 
are eager to increase our presence and involvement within the Citrus County community. 

If you're wondering, "How can I help?" it’s simple: 

 Share your experience: Tell others about the fascinating speakers we host at our 
monthly meetings. 

 Highlight the community: Mention the new friendships and our fun social gatherings, 
like our meetups at Cattle Dog or our group luncheons. 

Finally, please join me in giving a warm welcome to our newest members: Elaine Moore, 
Vicky Mourer, and Delinda Beem. Be sure to say hello when you see them at our 
next meeting! 

Best, 

Linda 
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Vicky Iozzia, 1st President, Newsletter Editor,  
Webmaster, Speakers Bureau Chair 

 
Usually it is easy for me to write an article for this newsletter. Not this month. I am 

dealing with a situation that is draining the life energy from me.  
 
Many years ago, when I would speak to my Aunt Rose on the phone, I would hang up 

and think, “She is getting morbid.” She would tell me about her aches and pains, and about 
friends who were sick or had died. In my youthful ignorance, I judged her, I am ashamed to 
say.  

 
My mother used to say, “Wait!” So many years later, after reaching a certain age, when 

I talk to friends we talk about aches and pains, and what is falling off or has stopped working 
on our body today. 

 
In dealing with my own aches and pains, and most recently those of a dear friend, I 

am sad, frustrated, and angry. Allow me to make some recommendations to anyone reading 
this: 

If you don’t have a will, make one out. It can be done online or by buying the 
paperwork at Office Max. Don’t put it off. You never know when it will be needed.  

 
Have a person whom you trust as a healthcare surrogate, to make decisions for you 

when you are sick and cannot make those decisions for yourself. Judgment gets confusing 
when you are sick.  

 
Have a power of attorney whom you trust to take care of your financial affairs when 

you are sick.   
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If you have to go in the hospital, or a rehabilitation center, make sure that there is 

someone to speak for you. 
 
 If you have more than one specialist involved, make sure there is someone 

coordinating what is being done to you and for you.  
 
Often when you are sick you have brain fog, from illness or from the medications you 

are receiving, so take notes or have someone else take notes on what the doctors are 
saying. Don’t be afraid to ask questions or ask to have things repeated. 

 
Thank you, nurses, for all that you do. A tone of voice, a gentle touch, empathy for the 

patient, means everything to someone trying to heal.  
 
You never know when something is going to happen, so take the time to hold your 

partner, pet the cat, tell those around you how much you appreciate them.  
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Our March 11 luncheon featured Jim Gouvellis, Editor of the 
Citrus County Chronicle. 

 
Jim Gouvellis, Executive Editor of the Chronicle, discussed “Freedom and the Press” with 
the League of Women Voters of Citrus County and their guests at lunch on March 11.  

Chronicle journalists, he said, focus on local issues. They protect the public’s right to know, 
especially about everyday decisions by local government. Since they must 
carefully verify the facts of a story, their work helps dispel rumors on social media.  

 Jim also noted the paper’s commitment to publishing opposing viewpoints.  

The Chronicle, like the League, aims to facilitate informed voter participation.  
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Below is the text of what he said:  
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At our March meeting our slate of officers was elected. We are: 
 
1st President Vicky Iozzia 
2nd President Peg Primeau 
1st Vice President Rosemary Nilles 
2nd vice President Linda Abels 
Secretary Jeanne Messersmith 
Co-Treasurers Devora Stager and Peg Primeau 
 
I urge you to reach out to the Board so that we can get to know you, getyour feedback, and 
have more people to work together.  
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Peg Primeau, 2nd President, Reproductive Health & Justice Chair 

EARTH DAY: Disinformation is still out there about pills and our waterways*: 
Rhetoric versus reality: Facts about the abortion pill 
By Kelcie Moseley-Morris 
States Newsroom 

 
END OF SESSION: First the sad news:  
 
 Florida’s extreme abortion ban is still the law. SB 1308/ HB 1151, the Reproductive Freedom Act, 

sponsored by Sen. Tracie Davis and Rep. Fentrice Driskell, did not make it to floor votes.  
 Private, unregulated crisis pregnancy centers in FL will still be getting about $30M of taxpayer 

money annually. HB 6001, introduced by Rep. Kelly Skidmore, sought to stop this funding. It died 
in committee, as did companion bill SB 242. 

 
Now the good news: bad bills were stopped by the people’s objections! The way the House and 
Senate were spinning their wheels probably helped, too. The laws we were spared include: 
 
 SB 1090/HB 1071 would have restricted sex education materials in school curricula, omitting 

essential information about reproduction.  
 SB 166/HB 173 would have prevented health care providers from treating minors whose 

circumstances prevent them from involving a parent. It encompassed STI treatment, crisis mental 
health resources, health surveys, and birth control. 

 SB 164/HB 289, called “Civil liability for the wrongful death of an unborn child,” would have given 
fertilized eggs (IVF) and embryos the same legal standing as children. Among the potential 
consequences, abusive partners could have been empowered to harass patients and providers.  

 
We can expect these issues to come back in 2027. Keep your legislators on speed dial 
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Rosemary Nilles, 1st Vice Pres, 

Gun Safety Chair, Education Chair 

Accountability Matters! 

By Rosemary Nilles, LWV Citrus Education Chair, LWVFL Education Action Team Member 

What does accountability mean to you?  What should it mean to Florida taxpayers?  
Florida’s School Choice scholarship funding debacle makes one wonder. 

Last fall, Florida’s Auditor General released a scathing report on Florida’s $4 billion 
scholarship – aka voucher - program.  The audit showed that Florida’s Department of 
Education (FLDOE) ran a $398 million funding shortfall.  They lost track of $270 million in 
unaccounted-for funds and made overpayments for about 30,000 voucher students last 
year- many of whom had returned to public schools!  Public schools were 
shortchanged in the process. 

School choice scholarships have existed in Florida for many years. But in 2023, HB 1, also 
called "universal" expansion, made every Florida K-12 student eligible for vouchers, 
regardless of income. The expanded vouchers cover students who were already in private 
schools and also cover homeschooling.  Scholarship Funding Organizations (SFO) like Step 
Up for Students administer these funds.  This rapid expansion of school choice has resulted 
in record-level spending, and ongoing debates about whether public education dollars 
should be shifted to private or home schooling with minimal accountability. 

After all, the state doesn’t track results for voucher students, as it does for public schools.  It 
doesn’t monitor what is taught, or who’s teaching it, in private or home education.  Teacher 
certification and curriculum standards are not required.  Unlike public schools, private 
schools are free to reject students for their religion, disability, sexual orientation, or discipline 
history. 
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 Florida doesn’t get involved in the hundreds of 
for-profit private schools that pop up in empty 
shopping centers or unused office space. 
Periodically, we learn of private schools that 
close suddenly, leaving parents to scramble.   
“Let the market prevail” has been the answer to 
concerns about parental recourse if they’re not 
happy. 

Yes, there are high performing private schools 
right here in Citrus, with excellent student 
outcomes.  Yet many parents were already 
choosing and paying for those schools before 
vouchers were expanded.   

Everyone seems to agree that Florida’s 
massive school voucher system need improved 
accountability, at least financial. In January, the 
FL Senate unanimously approved SB 318 to overhaul the voucher system. The bill focused 
on fiscal accountability, introducing consistent use of student ID for stricter tracking, more 
frequent audits, and increased documentation for scholarships. It proposed voucher 
payment windows that would better align with enrollment surveys used to budget voucher 
funding. Importantly, SB 318 separates funding for public schools from school choice 
scholarships, since the current mix of funds described as “a scrambled egg.” 

So, what happened?  Despite the strong leadership of the FL Senate, the Florida House 
refused to hear SB 318! The 2026 legislative session ended with not even one step 
towards fiscal accountability  for taxpayer-funded vouchers – let alone educational 
accountability! 

Unfortunately, the legislative session also ended without a state budget – the only 
mandatory requirement.  Now, at greatly increased cost to taxpayers, the Governor has 
called for at least one “special session” in April: To set a budget, to address his proposals to 
eliminate homesteaded property taxes, and to redraw congressional districts prior to the 
2026 elections.   Perhaps they’ll try again to tackle accountability as a budget item. 

Taxpayers and students deserve better!  Financial accountability and transparency are the 
bare minimum.  Let’s keep the emails and phone calls coming to our state elected officials 
as they head back to Tallahassee, and let them know we’re watching and that we care. 

Sen. Ralph Massullo, FL Senate Dist. 
11: 
Inverness 352-666-5707  
Tallahassee 850-487-5011 
Email: 
massullo.ralph.web@flsenate.gov 

Rep. JJ Grow, FL Dist. 23: 
Inverness 352-560-6075 
Tallahassee 850-717-5023 
Email: jj-grow@flhouse.gov 
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County Meetings 
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Voting Related bills filed in the 2026 Legislative Session: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19luy9zmaKemyGUgtt4w
np1yhZ5BGKoIwo1ia-
wpvMt8/edit?gid=2029535294#gid=2029535294 
 
 
Good sources of Action Alerts with positions similar to positions of LWV: 
  

      Common Cause FL:  Focus on voting rights and holding government accountable. Opposes 
mid-decade redistricting. Subscribe here:  https://www.commoncause.org/florida/ 

      Florida Policy Institute (FPI):  Detailed analysis of policy that impacts health, education, overall 
prosperity in Florida. https://www.floridapolicy.org 

      Florida Legislative Action Group (FLAG):  Based from Marion County.  Explicit, clear alerts, 
many with legislators’ contact information. Email: floridalegislativeactiongroup@gmail.com 

      Unitarian Universalist Justice Florida: Action alerts related to justice, education, voting, etc., 
with links to respond.   Email: infouujf@gmail.com 

      Families for Strong Public Schools:  Action Alerts related to education and equity in education. 
They frequently partner with LWVFL Education Action Team. Explicit actions and talking 
points.  Email: info@strongflschools.com 

      Equality Florida: Action alerts related to full equality for Florida’s LGBTQ community. Sign up 
here:  https://www.eqfl.org/join_our_mailing_list#! 

      ACLU of Florida:  Defending justice in FL:  https://www.aclufl.org/ 

 
FL Legislative Contacts 
Sen. Ralph Massullo, FL Senate Dist. 
11:   
Tallahassee 850-487-5011  
Inverness 352-666-5707     
Email: massullo.ralph.web@flsenate.gov 

Rep. JJ Grow, FL Dist. 23:   
Tallahassee 850-717-5023   
Inverness 352-560-6075 
Email: jj.grow@flhouse.gov 
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From our Supervisor of Elections, Maureen “Mo” Baird 
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Speaker’s Bureau 
Rosemary Nilles is co-chair of the Florida Speakers Bureau 
Vicky Iozzia is the chair of the LWV Citrus Speakers Bureau 

If your organization is interested in having a speaker, contact Vicky Iozzia at 
vickyiozzia@gmail.com 
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This is from our March 25 Social. 

Come join us for our Monthly Social! Have a 
cup of something or a snack. 

Join the conversation or listen. 

Our next meeting is at the Cattle Dog Restaurant 
in Inverness, 4:00, 

Wednesday, April 22, 2026 
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From the new League of Women Voters Impact on Issue 
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The Link Between Florida Driver License/Identification Card and Voting 
Monica Elliott, LWVFL 
 
As I write this, the Election Integrity bill (HB 991/SB 1334) has just been passed by both the 
Florida House and the Senate. It will become law unless the Governor were to veto the bill. 
In the meantime, let’s look at the current and potential relationship between your Florida 
Driver License/Identification Card (DL/ID) and voting. 
 
Your Florida DL/ID is a REAL ID! 
“The REAL ID Act became effective nationwide on May 11, 2008. Florida began issuing 
REAL ID compliant credentials after January 1, 2010. The new credentials have a star in the 
upper right corner of the card . . . Florida is a REAL ID compliant state and all Florida 
licenses should be accepted nationwide.” As of May 2025, over 99% of Florida DLs/IDs were 
REAL ID compliant! Let me repeat – only REAL IDs are issued in Florida. There are no other 
types of DL/ID cards. 
 
Obtaining Your REAL ID 
What you likely don’t remember is what you had to do to obtain your REAL ID. If you were a 
U.S. citizen, you had to bring a primary form of identification – e.g., birth certificate, 
passport, etc. – the same items that will be required if HB 991/SB 1334 becomes law. If you 
were a person who had changed their last name from the one on your birth certificate, then 
you had to bring documentation of that name change – e.g., a marriage certificate. Again, 
the same documents as required by these bills. 
If you were not a U.S. citizen, you had to bring other primary form of identification, 
depending on whether you were an immigrant, non-immigrant, or Canadian. 
Everyone, whether a U.S. citizen or not, also had to bring: proof of social security and proof 
of residential address; the latter required two different documents to prove. 
 
Now, is it coming back as to what a hassle it was the first time you did this, unless, of 
course, you had a U.S. passport. With a U.S. passport, you could do a happy dance, as you 
didn’t have to produce those hard-to-find documents, such as birth and marriage certificates. 
You had already done that in order to obtain your passport! 
FLHSMV has your legal status on file!   
 
Therefore, if you possess a Florida DL/ID, Florida Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 
(FLHSMV) already has in their (hopefully secure) database your legal status. They already 
know if you are a U.S. citizen or not. 
Theoretically, that means the Supervisors of Elections (SOE) can easily “ping” the FLHSMV 
database to determine if you are, in fact, a U.S. citizen and eligible to register to vote and 
then vote, as would be required under HB 991/SB 1334. Easy peasy! 
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U.S. citizens unable to vote? 
The problem, of course, will be for those U.S. citizens who do not possess a Florida DL/ID. 
Currently, you can register to vote with just a social security number. It may take longer for 
the SOE to process that application, but they are able to do it. If HB 991/SB 1334 becomes 
law, the SOE will have to verify the citizenship status of every new voter registration 
applicant before the application is processed by “pinging” the FLHSMV 
database. Marking the “yes” box to the question “Are you a citizen of the United States of 
America?” will no longer be adequate, even though you also sign an oath “that all 
information provided in this application is true” at the end of the form! For those currently 
registered to vote, the state (i.e., our overworked SOEs) must verify your  citizenship status. 
How? By using official government databases, with the FLHSMV being the obvious first 
choice. If the SOE can’t find a database that confirms you are a U.S. citizen, you will have to 
provide those primary forms of identification to prove citizenship, the same forms that have 
to be given to FLHSMV to obtain Florida DL/ID. 
 
This means that the 90-year young, twice married woman who no longer drives and no 
longer has a Florida DL/ID, but who has been voting her entire adult life, may NOT be 
allowed to vote without providing the primary forms of identification IF they cannot determine 
by searching the databases if she is a citizen or not. Not so easy peasy! 
 
And, then they changed the DL/ID Numbers To increase security, the FLHSMV began 
issuing NEW driver license or identification numbers in August 2020. This is not a problem 
except that your new number doesn’t match your DL/ID number in the voter registration 
database. Voters began having problems accessing their voter registration file online or 
requesting a vote-by-mail ballot online. 
 
As more people obtained the new, more secure DL/ID, and more voters complained about 
the glitch with their voter registration file, the people working at the DL/ID service centers 
have begun to ask people at the beginning of the RENEWAL process if they want to 
UPDATE their voter registration file. 
 
Some people think they are being asked to re-register to vote when they update their voter 
registration. It seems like it because you essentially have to complete the entire voter 
registration form when you change name, address, party affiliation and, now, DL/ID number.  
Another NEW DL/ID Card If HB 991/SB 1334 becomes law, by July 1, 2027, the state will 
begin replacing our current DL/ID cards with NEW ones which will indicate legal citizenship 
status directly on the card! 
 
One More Thing 
The bill which passed both the House and Senate includes a provision which would reduce 
the number of allowable IDs you could present if you vote in person. You could no longer 
present a debit or credit card, student identification, retirement center identification, 
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neighborhood association identification or public assistance identification. However, you can 
still use a Florida DL/ID. 
Confused? Help the young voters! 
Probably, but don’t worry, be happy! We can wring our hands, bite our nails and complain 
bitterly. Instead, encourage every voter to obtain a Florida DL or ID card. This is especially 
important for young voters, as only about 56% of young people obtain a driver license 
anymore. Their perfectly good logic is: if you don’t drive, you don’t need a driver license. 
BUT, they do need a Florida ID in order to easily register to vote and then vote! If you know 
a young person, help them obtain a DL or ID - be it by providing them funds or helping them 
obtain the documents. Like voting, just do it! 
For others such as the disabled and elderly who may not have a Florida DL/ID, it will likely 
be a more complicated process. If you know a person who may not have a Florida DL/ID, 
ask them. Don’t be shy – voting is important to them and we need to find out if they have a 
DL/ID. If they do not, determine if you can help them. 
Voter Registration 
 
Currently, to register to vote online, you had to provide a Florida DL/ID and the last four 
digits of your social security number. This remains exactly the same with passage of HB 
991/SB 1334. 
To register to vote currently with the paper voter registration application or to update your 
voter registration information, you only had to provide Florida DL/ID or last four digits of your 
social security number. Now, applicants will need to provide both. This is the information we 
need to convey to voters using the paper application as they register to vote for the first time 
or if they are updating voter information, such as name, address, party affiliation or 
signature. 
Stay tuned as we continue to determine exactly how HB 991/SB 1334 are implemented. 
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African American Read-in 

 The 18th Annual African American Read-in took place on Sunday, February 
22, 2026, at the Curtis Peterson Auditorium. It was a well-executed presentation 
which was positive and often emotionally moving.  

 I will be including the literary pieces which were read in future newsletters.  
Once a year is not enough to enjoy this literature.  
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IN THE NEWS 
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Did we miss National Women’s Month? It should be every month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dolly won the Jean Hersholt Humanitarian Award on November 16, 
2025. I can’t think of anyone more deserving.  
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+"My great joy this year has been to see the many, many people in my community come 
together time and again to say 'NO, this is wrong!'. To see individuals find their courage and 
determination and hope has been my inspiration to keep going." 

– Teresa, ACLU community member from California 

 

ACLU Condemns President Trump's Unconstitutional 
Military Strikes on Iran 

Arizona Court Strikes Down Abortion Restrictions as 
Unconstitutional 

The U.S. Department of Education ended a directive that sought to restrict DEI efforts in 
schools and other institutions nationwide. The court's ruling prevents the government from 
enforcing, relying on, or reviving its directive. 

ACLU Reacts to Trump Administration 
Ending Operation Metro Surge  

 

  

The Trump administration announced it will end its domestic federal 
deployment in Minnesota. This deployment resulted in shootings, 
deaths, and innumerable constitutional rights violations. We will 
continue to defend those affected and litigate the cases we have filed 
against it. 
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President Trump seems to think that he alone can decide who belongs 
in this country. He's gone after our immigrant neighbors, launching cruel 
raids in our communities and holding thousands in inhumane detention 
centers. He's even lied about and disparaged people shot and killed by 
out-of-control ICE agents. 

And in this case, he's threatened our very Constitution – attempting to 
overturn the 14th Amendment guarantee of birthright citizenship via 
executive order. 

We won't let him. From day one of President Trump's second 
term, ACLU supporters like you have held his administration 
accountable, fought back against abuse of power, and defended our 
communities and neighbors. Together, we'll do it again as we meet the 
Trump administration in court to once again defend our fundamental 
rights. 
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Photos from the March 28, 2026  

No Kings Demonstration 

In Inverness, Florida 

(There were two advertised demonstrations, one at 9 and one at 11am.  

The smarter of us went to the one at 11. I would have loved to have slept in!) 
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