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January, 2026
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF CITRUS COUNTY
Vicky Iozzia is the Editor of this newsletter.   Our mailing address is LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460   Our website is lwvcitrus.org	 
Our email address is lwvcc2013@gmail.com
Our January 14, 2026 Guest Speaker will be Damaris Allen and Ami Marie Granger Welch of Families for Strong Public Schools. It will be at the Coastal Region Library, 10 am. See page 4
	
Our January 14 Zoom features County Administrator Steve Howard, who will inform us about the state of our roads. It will be on Wednesday, January 14, at 7 PM. See Page 5 to register. 

	Our February 14 General Meeting features Tiarra Alexander as guest speaker. Tiarra is very active in volunteering and working for our community. It will be at the Coastal Region Library, 10 am. See page 6


Please visit our Facebook page and "like" us!  https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty
We want to thank the following businesses for their cooperation: FGE Printing, Glory Days Restaurant, Citrus County Chronicle, Pinnacle Printing
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I would strongly suggest that you watch the following video to prepare for the following  meeting:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AfP4Qd9Acw
This video, from September 2024, describes what the County is facing, and what has been done in resurfacing.


The League of Women Voters
of Citrus County presents a Zoom meeting,  
Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at 7 PM
“Roads in Citrus County: Past, Present, and Future
County Administrator Steve Howard

 Are you wondering what’s going on with the roads in Citrus County? County Administrator Steve Howard will present information regarding the almost 2,000 miles of roads in our County. 
To register:
Go to lwvcitrus.org
Click on Upcoming Events
Click on the link: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0Zs4B7TFRAKvPHBoCHuPLwlick o
Fill in your information and you will receive an email with the link to attend. 
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County Commissioner
Steve Howard











The Public is invited. For more information call 352 613-5056 or email lwvcc2013@gmail.com. Visit lwvcitrus.org and our Facebook page, “League of women voters of Citrus County”
The league of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization, never endorsing or opposing political parties or candidates. LWVFL and National LWV develop positions on issues only after careful study and consensus. 
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Linda Abels, Membership Chair
Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season. As we head into January, many of us are focused on health and fitness goals—but I hope you’ll also consider a resolution to get more involved with the League of Women Voters!
We have so many ways to make an impact this year, and our committees could truly use your unique talents:
· Education: Rosemary can always help tracking proposed legislation that affects our schools, writing letters, etc.
· Environment: Maxine is working diligently on local environmental issues and needs extra hands.
· Voter Outreach: We are already preparing for candidate meet-and-greets for the primary elections.
· Special Projects: We need help with fundraising, advocating for the restoration of rights and publicity.
If any of these sparks your interest, please reach out to a board member. We’d love to find a spot that fits your passions!
Finally, please join me in giving a warm welcome to our newest member, Karen Rittweger. We look forward to meeting her at our next gathering!
 Linda
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Vicky Iozzia, 1st President, Newsletter Editor, 
Webmaster, Speakers Bureau Chair


	
2026.. By the time you read this, 2025 will be over.  I can’t say that I am sorry to see 2025 go. So many bad things happened to me personally and to the world. 		
	
The ritual begins again. Somehow people buy into the myth that a brand-new year will bring changes. That’s simply not true. The brand-new year will only bring changes if we make them happen.
	
So many people I know are overwhelmed by life. Just getting by day-to-day is almost more than they can handle. They can’t bother watching the news or researching things that they don’t understand. They are worried about their finances, their family. They just try to keep their heads down and hope that nothing else bad will happen. 

Others watch tic-toc with silly videos to keep entertained. 

What will 2026 bring us? I pray that Americans have had enough of the lies and that the democracy we sadly took for granted survives. I hope it brings sanity and pride to our country again. We are not free until everyone is free. 












I don’t do New Years resolutions. I have plenty of resolutions that I work on during the year. Statistically people break their resolutions by the second Friday in January, I read. It is even called “Quitters Day.” Better that we pick ourselves up and re-resolve when the resolution slips.

As far as the League is concerned, our Board is working toward another successful year. Our monthly general meetings have been successful, as have the Zoom meetings in the evening for people who work during the day. 

I am proud to be working with the wonderful Board. They work hard, have great ideas, and are a pleasure to work with.

I have put many pieces in this newsletter asking for people to help us. I will not put them in anymore. (Thank you, Linda, for your column.) However, we are always willing to work with people who want to get involved. 

When I attend Zoom meetings with other Leagues from our state, they are able to do much more because they have more people involved.

We have a League election coming up in March. I am happy to say that most of the Board wants to continue as last year. Me too. You will hear more about this in the next newsletter.
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Superintendent Scott Hebert and Sheriff David Vincent dazzle the crowd at Glory Days on Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at our Holiday Luncheon at Glory Days in Lecanto. 

	For our Holiday luncheon, we wanted to have something festive. You know lately as we look at the news it is a downer. We hit it out of the park with this double-header of speakers: two honest, upbeat, positive, and informative speakers who wowed us all. 
	
I am proud to know both men. I believe in them, and appreciate all that they have done, before and after their election to their respective positions. 
	
I introduced them with a list of their experience and many accomplishments. It’s really stunning to see. (Check the link at the end of this article). When they saw the two microphones they were ready to do a boy band lip synch. Darn! I didn’t have the right music!
	
The audience responded with much applause, before they even spoke, and interrupting as they made points describing what they have done. 
	I am going to summarize some of the points for each servant/leader. For our Sheriff:
· Making his employees’ lives better by switching healthcare plans to save them money.
· Creating a positive environment such that former employees are returning to work.
· Purchasing bodycams and the required infrastructure for all the Deputy Sheriffs.
· The bodycams provide livestreaming, so command decisions can be made immediately. 
· Sponsors deputy sheriff candidates so that they can get paid training
· More applicants for positions
· Obtained COPS grant to employ more deputies
· Initiating a salary study to figure out how to increase staff salaries
· Partnering with the School District to train teenage drivers
· Close partnership with the Superintendent
Superintendent Hebert spoke about:
· Dealing with the deaths of people in the District
· Sheriff Vincent mentoring the current Chief of Police
· 80% of the families in the district choose public schools
· 92% graduation rate
· “B” District
· Career technical opportunities being afforded the students
· Superintendent’s Counsels for community people, business owners, teachers, and support staff
· Taking a group of students to Tallahassee to see how State government works
(Do you know where the term “lobbyist” came from? I didn’t know. You’ll have to watch the video to see).
·    Partnering with the College of Central Florida to enable students to take dual enrollment courses on campus.
· Expanding evening courses.
· New logo for the District, which cost the district $0 (yes, that is zero)
· Goal of 100% graduation rate
· Working on improved healthcare and higher salaries for staff. (Administrators have not received salary raises)
· Improving use of technology
· Preparing our kids for the future, whatever jobs may exist then
(By the way, I used AI from Zoom to summarize this meeting).
You can view the entire meeting by clicking on this link:  https://youtu.be/VkSG3258x1A   
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Peg Primeau, 2nd President, Reproductive Health & Justice Chair
Sex Education in Florida
New Year’s Insight
Question: “If legislators in FL just vote with the party, what’s the point of contacting them on issues?”

Answer: It can be a default position rather than an active choice.  Legislators have to vote on so many bills about such diverse topics, they can't possibly be knowledgeable on everything. They don't have time to do deep dives on their own.

This was the perspective presented by Rep. Kelly Skidmore (Dis. 92) during a recent advocacy zoom. It is her first thought when reaching across the aisle to create collaborations. 

For the individual voter, it means that just because I'm immersed in an issue doesn't mean my elected representatives know much of anything about it. Worse, they may have only negative misinformation so far. 

So, it's our job to educate lawmakers on the facts as we express our views. Calmly and objectively, as Rep. Skidmore advises.

Let's not presume our messages fall on deaf ears. Let's make enough noise with facts to be sure our lawmakers vote with eyes wide open during the 2026 session.

Stay tuned for Action Alerts. Take a moment to get the facts, then reach and teach.  


Peg wrote this for the editorial page of the Chronicle.
Endangered and threatened species are endangered—again
· Dec. 13, 2025 Citrus County Chronicle
Here’s what our manatees are probably thinking right now: “This new Kings Bay eelgrass is truly delish.”
Also: “What the heck is the Department of the Interior up to? We’re a sentinel species – we thought the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service had our backs!”
Apparently not.
Last month, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed changes to the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Passed in 1973, the ESA has prevented the extinction of hundreds of species and has saved more than 99 percent of species listed under its protection.
The stated purpose of the changes is to expedite decisions under the Act and to prioritize economic interests.
Problematic proposals include the elimination of the ESA’s “blanket rule.” This rule provides protections for threatened species equivalent to those for endangered species, including habitat protections.
Without it, protections for threatened species – such as manatees – would be determined case by case. Advocates for each species and habitat would have to argue for them every time they’re challenged.
The ESA helped Florida manatees rebound from barely 1,300 animals in 1991 to the current estimate of 8,350–11,730. That growth is heartening. However, the proposed ESA changes would mean heightened vulnerability for manatees when a coastal crisis occurs.
We face sudden seasonal disasters in Florida, such as lengthy freezes or major hurricanes. We also face sudden manmade disasters, such as Gulf oil spills or vegetation die-offs from pollution – as in the recent Indian River Lagoon crisis, where more than 1,200 manatees died.
Abrupt surges in manatee mortality can easily approach the tipping point for survival, which is the loss of 10 percent or more of the population in a single year. The Indian River Lagoon deaths were right on the edge of that 10 percent mark.
This is true for other animals and plants as well. The case-by-case plan to protect threatened species and their habitat will be too little, too late for Florida.
Another concerning change is a rule that reduces interagency cooperation. Currently, impact assessments involve input from all relevant agencies. This shift away from foresight and transparency would allow hasty shortcuts for private development, accelerating habitat loss.
The new rules also allow “consideration of economic impacts” in decisions about habitat protection. The administration claims these changes are intended to support energy independence. The ESA already includes provisions for permitting “resource extraction.” Critics warn that if a narrow cost-benefit analysis outweighs science, the result will be detrimental to species and habitat.
Bringing the issue back home, we know the health of manatees reflects the health of our waterways. We can do our own cost-benefit calculation: manatees pull their weight when it comes to tourism and the dollars it brings in.
Protections for manatees and their habitat are protections for our coastal economy and our pride in this unique environment. This benefit is important not just to our region, but to the state.
It’s true for many threatened species, but we are especially attached to our gentle giants. Manatees have flippers, not flip phones. We can speak for them – and for other wildlife. The public comment period on these proposed ESA rule changes is open until Dec. 22.


Let the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service know that the existing Endangered Species Act is working just fine. We do not want it chipped away for the benefit of a few business interests at the expense of the public’s commitment to protecting endangered and threatened wildlife and habitat.
Go to: federalregister.gov/agencies/fish-ad-wildlife -service.
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2026 Legislative Watch
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Rosemary Nilles, 1st Vice President, Gun Safety Chair, 
Education Chair

Wondering Why Florida Is Planning a Mid-decade Redistrict?
by Rosemary Nilles

We’ve all heard that Florida politicians want to redistrict in 2026. But why? Florida just redistricted in 2022, following the 2020 census.

Below is a timeline of various justifications for mid-decade redistricting
made by politicians. One may draw their own conclusions.

June 9, 2025:
 Texas lawmakers first discussed redistricting after President Trump’s political
team urged them to redraw some of their 38 US House districts in order to
gain additional seats in Congress in the 2026 midterm elections. 1, 2

July 15, 2025:
 President Trump told reporters that he is pushing Texas Republicans to
redraw the state’s congressional maps to create at least five House seats
favorable to his party for the 2026 midterms. He added, “we have a
couple of other states where we’ll pick up seats also…” 3

July 24, 2025:
 Gov. Ron DeSantis stated that it was “appropriate” for the state to conduct a
mid-decade congressional redistricting because he contends Florida was
“gypped” in the 2020 Census. He said Florida should be given an
additional Congressional seat, increasing Florida’s seats from 28 to 29.
 Even without an additional Congressional seat, he advocated for mid-decade
redistricting, stating the population within Florida has shifted.
 Gov. DeSantis also cited the Florida Supreme Court decision (July 17) as a
reason for redistricting. The decision upheld the maps he drew in 2022, which
left no Black-majority voting district in North Florida, and undercut some of
Florida’s redistricting standards, particularly regarding racial considerations. 4,
5, 6

August 11, 20, 2025:
 Gov. DeSantis stated that he and Attorney General James Uthmeier wrote a
letter to the Department of Commerce to request an additional seat in
Congress, and that they supported an update to the 2020 Census. (Note:
That would mean another state would have to lose a seat in Congress.)
 The Governor again cited the recent Florida Supreme Court decision
upholding his North Florida Congressional maps as a reason for redistricting.
 He also cited the anticipated SCOTUS decision on Louisiana v. Calais, on
whether race should be a consideration in determining districts. 7, 8, 9, 10

OCT 6, 2025:
 Regarding a possible SCOTUS decision on whether it is legal to draw districts
based on race (Louisiana v. Calais), Gov. DeSantis posted on X:
 “... If the Court rules that racial gerrymandering violates the
Constitution, that would have implications for mid-decade redistricting
in a number of states, including Florida.” 11

OCT 29, 2025:
 Republican Party of Florida Chair Evan Power continued to call for
redistricting, stating that he thinks three to five GOP seats could be
added. He added that Democrats have had an unfair advantage in other
states. 12

DEC 3, 2025:
 Gov. DeSantis responded to objections by voting rights advocates, who say
that mid-decade redistricting in Florida would violate Florida’s Fair District
Amendments passed in 2010. These amendments clearly state that no
reapportionment plan or individual district can be drawn “with the intent to
favor or disfavor a political party or incumbent.” Gov. DeSantis denied
that political favoritism or partisanship would be taking place, stating
that lawmakers are “not allowed to use partisan data.”
 Instead, DeSantis stated his justification for redrawing congressional districts
as Florida will “be forced to do it because the Supreme Court’s Voting
Rights Act decision is going to impact the current map. No matter what
else, that is going to have to be addressed.” 13

Dec. 10, 2025:
 FL House Speaker Daniel Perez stated that he has had no direct or indirect
conversation with the White House or had any outside pressure about
mid-decade redistricting.
 Instead, he said, the House is moving forward in response to the state
Supreme Court decision last summer that undercut some of Florida
redistricting standards, particularly regarding racial considerations. 14

Dec. 10, 2025: Other perspectives:
 Election Attorney Andy Bardos told lawmakers regarding Louisiana v. Calais,
“In terms of binding effect, it has binding effect on Louisiana. Whether Florida
chooses after Callais to keep its maps in place, await either the next
cycle, or await litigation, or redraw its districts, that will be a judgement
call made when we see the Callais decision.” 15
 Jessica Lowe-Minor, president of the Florida League of Women Voters,
commented after the second House Committee meeting on redistricting:
 “This all feels like a pretext for partisan gerrymandering. The president
has essentially asked states to gerrymander their maps to favor his party, and
given that context, how can the Florida Legislature be engaged in
redistricting and have voters feel that it is not a clear violation of our
state constitution?” 16
 In another interview, she said, “In this highly partisan national context,
this really creates deep suspicion about why the Legislature would move forward
with this plan.” 17
References:
1. https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/09/us/politics/trump-texas-redistricting.html?smid=nytcore-ios-
share&amp;referringSource=articleShare#
2. https://www.texastribune.org/2025/06/09/texas-redistricting-congress-house-republicans-midterms/
3. https://vimeo.com/1101631279
4. https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/07/24/desantis-says-its-appropriate-to-redistrict-congressional-districts-before-next-election
5. https://www.wlrn.org/government-politics/2025-07-24/gov-ron-desantis-may-seek-to-redraw-congressional-districts-before-
2030
6. https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/florida-supreme-court-upholds-congressional-map-that-eliminates-a-majority-black-
district
7. https://www.wcjb.com/2025/08/11/gov-desantis-calls-mid-cycle-congressional-redistricting-after-north-florida-map-upheld
8. https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/08/11/desantis-uthmeier-redistricting-census/85608955007
9. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/16/ron-desantis-florida-redistricting
10. https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/08/20/florida-to-feds-give-us-another-congressional-seat-or-more-federal-funds/
11. https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/10/06/florida-desantis-redistricting-scotus/86547622007/?gnt-
cfr=1&amp;gca-cat=p&amp;gca-uir=true&amp;gca-epti=z117444d00----v117444d--83--b--83--&amp;gca-ft=72&amp;gca-ds=sophi
12. https://www.wusf.org/politics-issues/2025-10-30/florida-gop-chair-state-send-extra-republicans-congress
13. https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/12/03/desantis-says-florida-will-be-forced-to-redistrict-because-of-pending-u-s-supreme-

court-decision/
14. https://www.politico.com/news/2025/12/10/florida-gop-house-speaker-insists-white-house-is-not-pushing-redistricting-
00684542
15. https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/12/10/attorney-its-a-judgement-call-whether-florida-redraws-its-congressional-map
16. https://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/local/state/2025/12/10/florida-house-speaker-says-trump-isnt-driving-
redistricting/87690086007/
17. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tCcbGvkH-c
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From Dr. BJ Ezell
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Wanda Brown

Member Wanda Brown has been working diligently for over a year to work with the prison population, to educate them on how to get their voting rights back. She recently wrote a grant and will be receiving $1000 from the League of Women Voters of the US

CONGRATULATIONS, WANDA!

From Ellen Sears 
Coordinator, Civic Learning and Impact

Congratulations! LWVEF is pleased to offer your League funding of $1000 for your Justice Impacted Voter Registration Project (formerly Former & Currently Incarcerated Persons). The grant amount will be disbursed in two payments, the first payment being 75% of the total funds and the second payment being 25%, sent upon completion of the final report. The grant period is from January to November 2026.   













County Meetings
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From our Supervisor of Elections, Maureen “Mo” Baird
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Come, join us for our Monthly Social! Have a cup of something or a meal. Join the conversation or listen.
Our next meeting is at the Cattle Dog Restaurant in Inverness, 4:00,
Wednesday, January 21, 2026
Wednesday, February 25, 2026
Wednesday, March 25, 2026













From the new League of Women Voters Impact on Issue
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IN THE NEWS
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How many of these goals have been achieved?
How many are in process?
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From the ACLU
Anti-abortion extremists are trying to:
· Prohibit abortion coverage in private insurance plans for millions of people who purchase their insurance in the ACA marketplace
· Impose the first-ever federal ban on abortion coverage in private health plans, and push care out of reach for pregnant patients across the country, even where abortion is legal
· Disproportionately harm those who already face the greatest barriers to care, including people of color and those with low incomes
What Gives Me Hope
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YysO5Xohhm4
[image: 200 legal actions.]
To date, we've taken 231 legal actions against the Trump administration to protect our rights.
That includes…
· 132 lawsuits
· 75 FOIA requests
· 22 amicus briefs
· 2 agency complaints
Seven of our cases protecting civil rights and liberties – including cases reining in state-level attacks and shoring up some of our most fundamental freedoms – reached the Supreme Court.
· This term, we've re-argued an essential case to protect Black voters
· In the New Year, we'll be arguing to protect trans kids' right to be equal participants in school sports
· We'll also be arguing to protect birthright citizenship – ensuring that every baby born on U.S. soil is granted the same rights and protections promised by our Constitution
Because of this work…
· Over 25,000 detained immigrants have been guaranteed access to counsel at ICE facilities that were unlawfully restricting communication with lawyers
· The legal status of 660,000 people in the country with temporary protected status was ensured, blocking the unlawful termination ordered by the Department of Homeland Security
· 310,000 parents and children can still access early childhood education despite attempts to exclude immigrant children from the Head Start program
· $45 million was restored in Title X family planning funding for preventative reproductive health care like birth control
· An estimated 2,075 potential grant recipients can still apply for over $62 million in federal arts grants – without restrictions disqualifying applicants for "promoting gender ideology"
· Over 2,000 transgender people currently incarcerated in federal prisons can access critical health care
· Peer-reviewed medical research was restored to the country's leading patient safety resource, despite President Trump's attempts to ban the words "LGBTQ" and "trans(gender)" from federal research sites

[image: 7 million people took to the streets in 2025 to protest for our rights. That's more than any year in recorded history.]







From day one in Congress, we've fought relentlessly against bills restricting our fundamental rights – and for legislation that would protect them. We've been organizing in communities across the country to demand change.
Together, we've…
· Arranged 206 meetings between constituents and congressional offices on both sides of the aisle – putting the people who will be directly impacted by this legislation in front of their lawmakers
· Built a volunteer force of over 800,000 people through our People Power program
· Helped organize No Kings events in June and October, with the fall mobilizations drawing 7,000,000 people to events across the country
And our digital community was right there with us. Supporters like you:
· Took action over 3,000,000 times to advance policies that protect our rights, condemn the worst of the Trump administration's attacks, and urge our lawmakers to truly represent the interests of their constituents
· 

· Joined over 84,000 ACLU supporters in virtual Know Your Rights trainings to ensure that everyone is equipped to respond to policies impacting our neighborhoods
Here's what that meant…
· We protected approximately 12,000 people a year from extreme federal imprisonment by defeating a bill that would've imposed unprecedented sentences on asylum seekers, teenagers, and immigrant families
· Jimmy Kimmel's show was restored to air after the FCC pushed to censor speech that the government disagreed with, with his return being announced just hours after thousands of ACLU supporters joined to decry this government censorship
· The White House "border czar" complained that Know Your Rights trainings like the ones we've been conducting for years interfere with the administration's cruel mass deportation and detention plans, claiming that immigrants are "very difficult to arrest" when they're "educated" about their rights
· This article was updated Dec 5, 2025.
· Today, the Supreme Court announced that it will hear oral argument in our birthright citizenship case. The case blocks President Donald Trump's executive order seeking to take away the right to birthright citizenship for many native-born American children, even though the 14th Amendment guarantees that right.

AN FRANCISCO – Seven people detained by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) sued the Trump administration over inhumane conditions at California’s largest immigration detention center, the privately owned California City Detention Facility located in Kern County.
The plaintiffs, who seek to represent a class of all people held at California City, describe in their complaint:
· Punishing conditions including dirty housing units, inadequate food and water, very cold temperatures, and restrictions on family visits
· Enforced isolation caused by frequent lockdowns, no access to programming, and excessive solitary confinement
· Terrifyingly inadequate medical care that deprives people of critical treatment for cancer, life-threatening heart conditions, diabetes and other serious medical needs
· Neglect of people with disabilities including failing to provide sign language interpreters, wheelchairs, and other necessities people need to live safely
· Encroachment on freedom of religion, including confiscation of prayer mats, head coverings and even holy texts
· Denial of access to counsel, with weeks-long delays for legal calls and long waits for in-person visits

The current administration stopped the following report from being broadcasted in the United States. It is about the Venezuelan men who were sent to an El Salvador prison without due process. To see it, click here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_QmW99SqBuw








LWVFL 2026 Legislative Plan

Since the beginning of the year, we have observed more threats to democracy than at any time since the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed. Therefore, the primary focus for LWVFL in the 2026 Legislative session is on all issues related to election law.  Bills are being filed and will continue to be filed after the session begins on January 13. This requires advance development of general statements and plans related to election law.

For other important issues not related to election law, LWVFL will plan to support coalition members and encourage individual members to promote actions, but we do not plan to do independent LWVFL actions.


· Mid-decade redistricting: Advocate against this clearly unconstitutional action. Advocate for compliance with Fair District Standards for the redistricting of Congressional and Florida Legislative Districts.
· Voter registration: Advocate for status quo and against any changes that would require in-person documentation of citizenship. Additionally:
. Support Association of Supervisor of Elections request to “Require DHSMV to treat the new DL or ID number assigned to a voter as a change in the voter registration and to provide such information to the appropriate local Supervisor and allow the Supervisor to update such information from the DHSMV during petition verification.”
. Support Association of Supervisor of Elections request to “Specify that when an inactive voter is verified to have signed a petition that this is considered ’activity’ and the voter must be deemed active.”
· Vote-by-mail: Advocate for status quo and against any changes that would reduce access to vote-by-mail, especially as presented in 2025 legislative session. Additionally:
. Support Association of Supervisor of Elections request to “Add affirmative notation on certificate envelope to act as a continuing request for vote-by-mail request provided that the personal identifying information of the voter has previously been provided and verified and the ballot is approved to be tabulated.”
· In-person Voting: Advocate for status quo and against any changes that would hinder voting, especially bills that would reduce the identification types a voter can use or reduce early voting time periods. Additionally:
. Monitor any bills dealing with any type of gun at polling locations.
· Restoration of Rights Database: Advocate for bills that make it easier for returning citizens to determine if their right to vote has been restored.
· National Popular Vote: Advocate for bill if it is introduced. 
· Florida Voting Rights Act: Advocate for bill if it is introduced.
· Closing the write-in candidate loophole:  LWVFL is not promoting such a bill as we did in 2025 legislative session. However, we will advocate for such bill if it is introduced.
· Open Primary Election System: Advocate for bill if it is introduced.


From the National League of Women Voters
	1. March 2025 — President Trump’s Anti-Voter Election Order: President Trump’s “plainly unlawful” Executive Order would require documentary proof of citizenship to register to vote, prohibit the counting of absentee and mail ballots received after Election Day, and give the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) the authority to review states’ voter rolls. Through litigation, the League permanently blocked the provision that purported to require documentary proof of citizenship to register using the federal registration form.
2. April 2025 — A Constitutional Crisis: LWV declared that the US was in a constitutional crisis and launched the campaign Unite and Rise 8.5 to mobilize voters in defense of democracy.
3. September 2025 — USCIS Suppresses New Citizen Voters: The US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) released revised policy guidance barring nonpartisan organizations (like LWV) from registering voters at naturalization ceremonies. In November 2025, the League filed a federal lawsuit against USCIS, seeking to block the policy change.



	












From Jan Hall – the photo Archives
From April 2016, Mama Jo LeCount and Barbara Wheeler
Spoke about the Homeless
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Maxine Connor, Natural Resources Chair[image: ]
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HOLIDAYS FOR
SOCIAL MEDIA

2026 Dates

01 New tears Doy

02 World nroert Day

05 National KeloDay

06 Natoral Cusl U Bay
S Clan 1 Your Desk Dy
4 Dress Up Your et Day
5 Ntiona Hat Doy

8 Bue oncay

1 Martn Luter KingJ. Dy
21 Natoral Hugging Doy
2 Natiora Spouss Day
28 Have Funat Work Doy
31 Natioral HotChocoat Day
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Events in January 2026

B Grid | BlList |Month| Week Day | January v | 2026 «~ |Go| < Previous Today Next>

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

4 8 9 10
1:00 pm: 9:00 am:
Board of as LWV Board
Commissionet® meeting
of Citrus on zoom
County, Florid
meeting
n 14 15 16 7

10:00 am:
Lwv
General

meeting,

Ann Marie
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League of Women Voters of Citrus County invtes the public
tojoin us for a discussion about public education.

Why Public
Schools Matter:
A Look at

Florida’s School
Choice Options

Wed. January 14, 2026, 10:00 AM
‘Coastal Region Library
8619W Crystal St., Crystal River, 34428

Presented by
Families for Strong Public Schools

OurSpeakers:
DamarsAlen, Amiari ranger Wolo,
Executve Diecior ‘ Doty Dirctor

Presenters willoffer a closer look at the ole of public schools,
Florida’s many options for school choice, and how these options
impactfunding and resources for our neighberhood public schools.
There willbe time for Q& A.

For mrsinformaton, contactec2013@gmail.com

League of Women Voers o Ctrs County s a nonparisan polical rganiztion hat
encourages nformed and i participaion i governmen: LIVY docs ot spport
or oppose candidaes andio polica partes.

o
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The Florda Legislatve Session begins January 13 and ends on March 13. Here

arejustafew

to watch. Stay tuned! We wil do our best to keep you

informed. Members, watch for LNVFL Legislative alerts and The Florida Voter.
Bills we supportare in graen, il we oppose in are in orange.

Redistricting:

 Nobils filed, but FL House plans to move ahead.

Local
Environment
al

Control:

=SB 140; Would repeal paris of the highiy contentious SB.
180, passed in 2025. SB 180 is a dangerous state.
preemption bil, lmiting the power of lacal govemmens to

respond to storm damage and Impose some local bullding
restrictions.

l\

=SB 318: Would add some funding accountabilty to public
funds used for voucher schools. (Insufiiient, because it
would add no ther accountabilty, buta start.)

Gun Violence
Provention
(GvP)
= HB 133: Would lower the age o buy long guns to age 18 as.
itwas prior o Parkiand (2018). Passed through committess,
ready for floor vote. No Senat companion bill - yet.
=SB 164 & HB 829: Decspive bills that would allow parents
Health & o fle wrongful-death civil lawsults for the death of an unbor
Roproductive | chid at any stage of development. Dangerous, because they.
Rights put women at risk in seeking reproductive heaith

care. Could jeopardize IVF, chemotherapy, and abortion
acoess. Also could be used to threaten providers who are
just following best practices. May enable a partner, abuser,
or rapist of he pregnant patient o sue for 0ss or termination
of a pregnancy.
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o G
inals back on the streets are threts
10 your freedom o be protected
from crime per the Constitution, an-
other link. Allowing illegals to enter
the country when the Constitution
clearly states the borders are to be
secure is another link. Each link is a
part of the chains of slavery, and the
govemment is your maste,

Yes, freedoms have been lost, but
not under this President, not for the
American citizen, if the constitution
was strctly adhered to, the anti
‘Trumpers and Democrats would be:
i a state of shock, for they have so
violated its values and intent their
playbook would be worthless.

Mike Dragoun, Lecanto

Veteran suicide and
firearm safety

Many thanks to John Stewart for
yet another column ealling attention
{0 the needs of our veterans. His
column recntly about Veteran Sui-
cides spoke to many of us.

As Mr. Stewart pointed out, many
veterans experience trauma while
protecting our nation, leading to
PTSD and other mental health
problems. Too often their PTSD
leads o suicide. Shockingly. nearly
18 American veterans take their
lives every day! Fighteen!

A closer look reveals more
shocking data: Thirteen of those 18
veteran suicides each day are by
firearm.

‘The data suggest that of the 540

OPINIONS INVITED

W Viewpoints depicted in politcal
cartoons, columns o leters do
not necessariy represent the
opinion o the editorial board.

W SEND LETTERS TO: The Editor,
2519 State Road 44 W,
Inverness, FL 34453; or
emailto letters@chronicle
online.com.

Florida in 2022, about 388 were
by firearms. In other words, when
Florida veterans take their own
lives, they use a gun 72 percent of
the time!

‘The Veterans Administration
(VA) has a robust, mult-foceted
approach to address veteran suicide,
cluding gun suicide. They offer
clinical and community-based
services, including local Suici
Prevention Coordinators, helpful
literature, and the Keep It Secure
program for firearm and medication
storage. They offer free gun locks
and information on secure storage.
In addition, they provide online and.
phone services:

W Call the Veterans Crisis Line at
988, then press 1.

W Contact the VeteransCrisisLine.
net/Chat

W Text your concern to 838255,

As part of the League of Women
Voters’ (LWV) community work,
League members across Flori-
da share the message of secure
firearm storage for the benefit of

work closely with the VA to make
information and gun locks avalable
at community events.

You will find our League of
‘Women Voters of Citrus County
members at events that promote:
health, safety and the public good.
We'll offer a smile, a conversation,
information and free gun locks
provided by the VA. We'll even
offer candy Life Savers, since we
often state, “Safe Storage Saves
Lives.” We are proud to work with
the VA 1o help keep our communi-
ties safer. I’s our way of thanking
our veterans.

Rosemary Nilles, League of

Women Voters of Citrus County

Pandora’s Box

In the past, humans evolved to
cope with their environments, This
is no longer the case. We have de-
veloped technology and advanced
tools, and we can now create our
‘own environments — ranging from
congested urban cities to controlled
indoor climates to virtual realities
and even potential genetic engi
necring

Much of this technology has
developed due to computers and Al
(artificial intelligence). In the past,
we had great innovators such as Ed-
ison, Gutenberg, the Wright Broth-
ers and others who thought “outside
the box”” by inventing things that
‘made our lives much easier. A will
be able o create new things, make
new discoveries and develop new
cthr
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hope, and the 1 black central candle represents the bond of the people of Afica. A candle1s it each day
beginning with the black one representing the pecple of African heritage. The remaining candles are it one
each day beginning from left to right. The candle holder (kinara) symbolizes the African people asa
collective whole. It rests on a Mkeka (place mat} that represents history and tradition.

‘There is an African saying, “If you know the beginning well, the end will not trouble.” Mazao (crops of
fruits and vegetables) signify collective works that help the family and others. You can also add Vibunzi (ears
of com) one for each childin the family to foster hope for their furure. Zawad (gifis) may be exchanged and

are to be personal (drawings, educational material, books, handmade items, etc.) to reinforce personal
growth.

LU E LTI T
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NOT A RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY — IT'S A CELEBRATION

KWANZAA

Kwanzaa is celebrated from December 26% through January 1 each year. This cultural celebration s
uniquely an American tribute to the tich cultural roots of Americans of African ancestry. Many Afiican
Americans are benefiting from DNA studies to determine their heritage, eg. the author and her hushand's
DNA trace their ancestry to Nigeria. Kwanzaa means “the first” or “the first fruits of the harvest” in the East
Afticalanguage of Kiswahili

In 1966 Dr. Maulana Karenga, a Black stuies professor, founded Kwanzaa as a cultural idea and
expression of heritage — it is neither religious, political, nor heroic; but rather a celebration of eultural. It has
become o popular that other nationalities use the same days to celebrate their unique heritage and culture.  ®:

Kwanzaa principles are based on seven core valuesknown as the Nguzo Saba. Each day s dedicated to
one principle: Friday, December 26, 2025 is Umja (Family Unity); Saturday, December 27 is Kujichagulia
(Self-Determination); Sunday, December 281s Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility); Monday,
December 29 is Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics); Tuesday, December 3015 Nia (Purpose); Wednesday,
December 31 is Kuumba (Creativity); and, Thursday, January 1, 2026 is Imani (Faith).

Symbols used to commemorate each day of Kwanzaa include Nguzo Saba (candle stand with 7 candles
eachfor a principle of Kwanzaa). 3 red candles honor the blood that people share, 3 green candles represent
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YOUR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

M District 1 (Crystal River, Ozello, Citronelle, Red Level): Jeff Kinnard,
eff.kinnard@citrusbocc.com

M District 2 (Homosassa, Sugarmill Woods): Diana Finegan,
diana.finegan@citrusbocc.com

M District 3 (Beverly Hills, Pine Ridge, Citrus Springs): Janet Barek,
janet.barek@citrusbocc.com

M District 4 (Floral City, part of Inverness): Rebecca Bays,
rebecca.bays@citrusbocc.com

M District 5 (part of Inverness, Hernando, Arrowhead): Holly L. Davis,
holly.davis@citrusbocc.com

NOTE: Correspondences, including email, are public records once
received by commissioners or county staff.
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:00 PM 2' & 4" Tuesdays (note exceptions!

an. 6 & 27, Feb. 10 & 26, March 10 & 14, April 14 &28.
Citrus County Courthouse, 110 Apopka Ave. Inverness
|Agenda & watch meetings onling

Citrus County BOCC/Departments/Commissioners
Meetings are livestreamed on the Citrus County Government

Find all county meeting dates:
bttps:/fcitrusclerk.org/calendaraspx

9:00 AM, 4" Tuesdays: Feb. 24, April 28

Lecanto Gov't Bldg., 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto 34461
For more information:
Citrus County/BOCC/Special Library Board
hitpsi/(citrusclerkorg/calendar.aspx

Citrus County Schools District (CCSD) School Board
4:00 PM, 2 Tuesdays: Jan. 13, Feb. 10, Mar. 10, April 14
1007 Main St. Inverness 34450
|Agenda & watch meetings online:
Citrus County School DistrictSchool Board tab/ Board Agenda.
and Minutes:
Inttps://go.boarddocs.com/Alcitrus/Board.nsf/Public:
View School Board Meetings:

miuser/Citn
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2025 ELECTIONS

Special Primary Election - Septerber 30th, 2025
Last Dayto Register or Change your Party - Sept.

2nd, 2025

Special General Election - December th, 2025
Last Dayto Register - November 10th, 2025

2026 ELECTIONS
Primary Election - August 18, 2026

Last Dayto Register or Change your Party - July 20,
2026

General Election - Noverber 3, 2028
Last Dayto Register - October 5, 2026

VOTE BY MAIL
When returning your ballot by U.S. Mail, please allow at
least7 days for delivery The retum postage is prepaid

POLLS OPEN
7am - 7pm Election Day




image23.png
' VOTE-BY-MAIL REQUESTS HAVE EXPIRED

FLORIDA STATUTE §101.62(1)a

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW:

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS:

ELECTIONS OFFICE:

QUESTIONS:

Supervisor of Elections, Maureen “Mo" Baird, reminds voters that Vote-by-
Mail requests expire on December 31st after each election cycle.

To receive a Vote-by-Mail ballot for the 2025-2026 election cycle, you must
request a ballot.

If you have not already requested a Vote-by-Mail ballot after January 1, 2025,
you may do o today by scanning the QR code below.

Or visit the Supervisor of Elections website at www.votecitrus.gov and select
“Request a Vote by Mail Ballot” under the “Vote by Mail" tab.

Maureen “Mo" Baird

The Supervisor of Elections Office is located at 1500 N. Meadowcrest Bivd,
Crystal River, in the West Citrus Government Center.

Call 352-564-7120.
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Redistricting
The League’s Position

Statement of Position on Redistricting, as adopted by concurrence, June 2016:

1. Responsibility for redistricting preferably should be vested in an independent special commission,
‘with membership that reflects the diversity of the unit of government, including citizens at large,
representatives of public interest groups, and members of minority groups.
2. Every redistricting process should include:
a. Specific timelines for the steps leading to a redistricting plan.
b, Full disclosure throughout the process and public hearings on the plan proposed for adoption.
i, Redistricting at all levels of government must be accomplished in an open, unbiased manner
with citizen participation and access at all levels and steps of the process.
ii.Should be subject to open meeting law.

<. Aprovision that any redistricting plan should be adopted by the redistricting authority with more
than a simple majority vote.
d.Remedial provisions established in the event that the redistricting authority fails to enact a plan.
Specific provisions should be made for court review of redistricting measures and for courts to
require the redistricting authority to act on a specific schedule.
i Time limits should be set for initiating court action for review.

ii. The courts should promptly review and rule on any challenge to a redistricting plan and
require adjustments if the standards have not been met.

3. The standards on which a redistricting plan is based, and on which any plan should be judged, must:
a. Be enforceable in court.

b. Require:
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i.  Substantially equal population.

Geographic contiguity.

iii. Effective representation of racial and linguistic minorities.

c. Provide for (to the extent possible):
i.  Promotion of partisan faimess.

il. Preservation and protection of “communities of interest.”
iii. Respect for boundaries of municipalities and counties.

d. Compactness and competitiveness may also be considered as criteria so long as they do not
conflict with the above criteria.
e Explicitly reject:
Protection of incumbents, through such devices as considering an incumbent's address.

Preferential treatment for a political party, through such devices as considering party
affiliation, voting history, and candidate residence.
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AND
THANKS FOR
STANDING

BY ME- —
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“THE MOST IMPORTANT THING
IS THAT YOU BE A GOOD
PERSON AND YOU LIVE BY THE
GOLDEN RULE OF DO UNTO
OTHERS. IF YOU LIVE BY THAT,
THAT'S ALL | CARE ABOUT.”

- Rob Reiner
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HOW'TO'TELL IF.YOUVE™
FALLEN FOR'PROPAGANDA:
YOU THINK THE RICHEST
COUNTRY IN THE WORLD
__CANT" ﬂFFﬂHD"
UNIVERSAL HEALTHCARE

WHILE 80 POORER

COUNTRIES CAN. O

2K
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“So we lift our gazes not to
what stands between us,
but what stands before us. ‘

We close the divide because
we know to put our future
first, we must first put our
differences aside.

We lay down our arms so
we can reach out our arms
to one another,

we seek harm to none and
harmony for all.”

Amanda Gorman, the first U.S.
National Youth Poet Laureate




image30.png
LET’S NOT FORGET THAT JOE BIDEN WAS THE
ONLY U.S. PRESIDENT IN HISTORY TO NEVER HAVE
A SINGLE MONTH OF JOB LOSSES ON HIS WATCH.

HE DELIVERED: -

« THE LARGEST ECONOMIC RECOVERY SINCE RODSEVELT

« CREATED 15 MILLION NEW J0BS

= REDUCED INFLATION FROM 9.1% T0 3.2% ’

« REDUCED UNEMPLOYMENT FROM 8.05% T0 3,61

« MAINTAINED UNEMPLOYMENT BELOW 4% FOR THE LONGEST TIME
IN 60 YEARS

« THE STOCK MARKET WENT UP 394% \

&
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THENEW YORKER 13D

THE SHUTDOWN OF U.S.ALD. HAS
KILLED HUNDREDS OF THOUSA

As of November 5th, it estimated tha ‘s dismantling has

already caused the deaths of s dred thousand people
ﬁf them children."
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Project 2025

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION PROJECT

End no fault divorce

Complete ban on abortions without exceptions
Ban contraceptives

Additional tax breaks for corporations and the 1%
Higher taxes for the working class

Elimination of unions and worker protections
Raise the retirement age

Cut Social Security

Cut Medicare

End the Affordable Care Act

Raise prescription drug prices

Eliminate the Department of Education

Use public, taxpayer money for private religious schools
Teach Christian religious beleifs in public schools
End free and discounted school lunch programs
End civil rights & DEI protections in government
Ban African American and gender studies in all levels of education

Ban books and curriculum about slavery

Ending climate protections

Increase Arctic drilling

Deregulate big business and the oil industry

Promote and expedite capital punishment

End marriage equality

Condemn single mothers while promoting only “traditional families”
Defund the FBI and Homeland Security

Use the military to break up domestic protests

Mass deportation of immigrants and incarceration in “camps”

End birth right citizenship

Ban Muslims from entering the country

Eliminates federal agencies like the FDA, EPA, NOAA and more
Continue to pack the Supreme Court, and lower courts with right-wing judges
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200 legal actions
filed against the Trump
administration in 2025.
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7 million people took
to the streets in 2025
to protest for our rights.

That’s more than any year
in recorded history.
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE FROM LWVCC NATURAL RESOURCES CHAIR
JANUARY, 2026

Save the Date: Weeki Wachee River
‘Summit March 27, 2026

Citrus County 2050
Comprehensive Plan Update

Updated Rules for Fertilizing.
Turf Grass in Citrus County

Citrus Forever Nature
Coast Initiative

‘Tampa Bay Coastal
Master Plan Underway
Flood Risk to Resilience.
Sierra Club Florida Issues Statement
on CSX Commitment to Remove
Creosote-Treated Railroad Ties
from the Dunnellon/Chatmire Area
FDOT Ayres Road Extension Feasibility Study

Politics and Government

Sign Up with Florida Springs Council to Be a Springs Advocate
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Citrus County 2050 Comprehensive Plan Update
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a0 Wntar 2027. e pdated lan vl guide ke decsons o

« Land use nd deveicpment
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Updated Rules for Fertilizing Turf Grass in Citrus County
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Citrus County Rainy

Season Fertilizer Ban

Updated Rules for Fertilizing Urban -
Turfgrass in Citrus County:
« No application of fertilizers containing nitrogen (N} or
phosphorus (P) from June st through September
30th and November 1st through March 31st.
Alternatives are available or apply siow-release
before and after these periods.
 Caps applation o itrogenat
pound of readily available nitrogen
per one thousand square feet.
+ Noappicationaffertizer to ey
laid sod for 30 days.

+ No phosphorus appiication without
‘asoiltest indicating a deficiency.

+ Nofertiizer appication within 25

feet of waterways and wetlands. « Exempts fruit

+ Requires that atleast 65% of trees, vegetable
applied nitrogen fertizer be slow- ‘gardens,flowers,
release. and shrubs.

+ Includes commercial appiicators.

IDAAKERX| AN 4

) SIERRA CLUB | ancrture cos crove

Graphic Courtesy o il Adventure Cosst Group
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