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                                               LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF  
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Vicky Iozzia is the Editor of this newsletter.
Our mailing address is LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460
Our website is lwvcitrus.org
[bookmark: _Hlk164425976]******************************************************** 
Our November 13, 2024 meeting at 10:00 am is titled “What next?” Be prepared to have fun and give input for next year’s activities for our League. 
****************************************************
Our December 11, 2024 meeting at 11:30 am will be our luncheon, at Glory Days restaurant in the Walmart shopping center in Lecanto. Our guest speaker will be Trina Murphy, Publisher of the Citrus County Chronicle
****************************************************
Our January 8. 2025 meeting will be at 10 am at the Coastal Region Library in Crystal River. Our speaker will be Mary Darling, who will speak about the Seniors vs Crime unit of the Sheriff Department.
******************************************************
Please visit our Facebook page and "like" us!
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty

HEAR YE, HEAR YE! FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO READ THE NEWSLETTER AND ATTEND OUR MEETINGS, THERE WILL BE TWO QUESTIONS ASKED ABOUT THE CONTENT OF THE NEWSLETTER. IF YOU KNOW THE ANSWER AND ARE CALLED ON, YOU WILL WIN A PRIZE! STUDY FOR THE NEWSLETTER QUIZ!
                          HAPPY NOVEMBER!
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If you are interested in joining the League of Women Voters of Citrus County, 
Fill out the form below and mail it to us at
LWVCC, P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460
Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________
____________________________________
Email address_________________________
Phone (home)_________________________
Phone (cell)___________________________
Individual $65______
Household $90
Student Free
Susan B. Anthony $105*
Household $150*
*Includes $40 donation
Credit card name__________________________
Credit card number ________________________
Expiration Date, month and year_____________
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Vicky Iozzia, 1st President,Speakers Bureau Chair,                           Newsletter Editor, Webmaster
	An alligator goes to a psychiatrist. The psychiatrist says, “What seems to be the problem? The gator says, “Everyone tells me see you later, alligator, but no one comes to see me later.”
	Why did I tell you this? Because after our election, no matter what happens, no matter who wins and loses, please don’t leave us. My vision is that after our November 13 meeting, where we will brainstorm what you want us to do, we work together in 2025 to attain the goals of our League.
	Personally, I would like to see us get involved in doing away with the antiquated Electoral College so that the 2028 election is based on one person, one vote, and all Americans have an equal say in who wins. (See the editorial from the Chronicle in “In the News” on page 13)
	Whatever we decide to do, I will be looking forward to those committed to helping to make our world better.
	On another note, I recently watched the playoffs between the New York Yankees and the Cleveland Guardians. As a child many decades ago, I was an avid Yankee fan. My Dad used to take me to many games in the old Yankee Stadium (how could they have ever taken that building down? It was literally a monument!). I have not even watched a baseball game for many years. 
	I watched the crowd in terms of what people do when they are part of one. At the stadium in Cleveland, at one point Juan Soto, who is an extremely talented Yankee, came up to bat. He was almost hit with the ball and fell backwards. Many Guardian fans thought this was funny. 
	Is it funny that someone almost got hit with a ninety-mile an hour projectile that could cause serious body damage? Would they think it was if it were in another setting, outside of a baseball stadium? If they saw it, would they help the person or would they laugh? 
	In the context of this election, let us be aware of the influence of crowd mentality. 
*************************************************************************************************
Our October 9, 2024 meeting featured Mo Baird, our Supervisor of Elections, who spoke about Presidential election security. Vicky Iozzia, our President, who spoke about the 6 amendments on the Florida ballot. The video of this meeting is available on youtube: https://youtu.be/x-wf75udTxo

	If you can find it in your heart and your purse, please give a donation to the League of Women Voters of Citrus County. 
	You can write a check to LWVCC and mail to: LWVCC, PO Box 1903, Lecanto, Fl 34460-1903 OR go to lwvcitrus.org Then go to the membership section and press “donation” and fill in your info for payment by card. 



[image: ]I am very sad to report that our Past President, Nancy Tomaselli, passed away on September 27. Nancy was a hard-working President and I am proud to have had her as a mentor and for a friend. I sent out a separate mailing with information for the Celebration of Nancy’s Life. 
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                             Jeanne Messersmith, Secretary
“I don’t intend to vote!”  


	Since last June, I have been a member of a canvassing team of volunteers from my political party here in Citrus County, visiting over four thousand homes. Canvassing, also known as “door knocking”, is a relational experience. We meet face-to-face with voters, answering their questions and concerns, distributing information on election dates, voter registration, voting by mail, polling locations, candidates, and ballot issues. It’s a very uplifting and positive experience – voters are normally delighted to see us at their doors.

	Recently, a woman of my “mature age” opened the door and responded to my query with, “I am not voting, not even for local candidates.” Our instructions are not to discuss or argue with voters we meet who may have opposing views. A statement that a person is not planning to exercise her voting privilege is disheartening. Has a person lost faith that their vote will mean anything? Has the person lost hope that change is possible? Has this decade of rancor and division poisoned people so much so that they throw up their hands and opt-out?

	I am sure this woman’s response is not isolated. How many other prospective voters have made similar decisions for this year’s election? The act of voting in a democracy is foundational to its success. Our mantra is “voting is our voice.” Trust needs to be re-established among and through political parties, governmental institutions, and our citizens. Faith and hope in voting can flourish when people are confident that votes will impact change and count for something they believe in. I am optimistic that this can happen and has to happen for our fragile democracy to survive.

The following letter was published in the Citrus County Chronicle on October 16, 2024

Vote yes on Amendment 4: a physician’s perspective
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
Florida’s Amendment 4, “Amendment to limit government interference with abortion,” is about keeping government from interfering in personal healthcare decisions between Floridians and their health care providers. Physicians shouldn’t have to risk criminal prosecution to treat their patients. Politics should not be in pregnancies.
Our state government did not go to medical school. It has no experience or expertise in reproductive health care. Those of us that did go to medical school know that pregnancies can present enormous complexities, including ectopic pregnancies, hydatidiform moles (AKA: molar pregnancies), miscarriages that don’t complete, nonviable pregnancies, malignant cancers that occur during pregnancy and vice versa and pregnancies that may be fatal to the mother. A failed or deteriorating pregnancy destined for fetal fatality may threaten a mother’s future fertility and deny her the chance to bear a living child.
As an emergency physician I cared for pregnant women who suffered some of these complications, some critically ill when they arrived in my ER. My medical team and I had to provide immediate treatment to save these patients. If I were forced to transfer patients out of state to receive emergency care, many would have died. Our state government has no business interfering with these complex personal medical issues.
With frightening increasing incidence, our Florida government is encroaching on our freedoms. They control the books we read, dictate the version of history they allow our teachers to teach, restrict the sexual education and identity that children may learn, suppress intellectual freedoms on our college campuses, restrict voting registration and interfere with voting rights for felons that have served their debts to society.
And now, with the current extreme abortion ban, they control women’s access to health care. Stop! Enough is enough!
Amendment 4 limits government interference in our lives in this increasingly authoritarian state. This amendment will help to ensure safe access to health care for Floridians.
Vote yes on Amendment 4.
Elizabeth M. Orsay, MD
Crystal River
Retired, Associate Professor of Emergency Medicine, University of Illinois at Chicago
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IN THE NEWS:
(This editorial was published in the Citrus County Chronicle on October 20, 2024, reprinted from the New York Daily News)
Dump the Electoral College — National candidates should campaign in every state for votes

Tim Walz is right. So is Donald Trump. The Democratic vice presidential candidate wants to get rid of the antique Electoral College and the Republican ticket leader is going to campaign in dependably Democratic New York, at Madison Square Garden, which is better for democracy, even if it doesn’t help in the Electoral College math.
Without the Electoral College, which pushes what should be a national contest for the White House into a few wavering states, candidates would campaign everywhere. Walz and Vice President Kamala Harris would be looking for votes in Texas and Florida, while Trump and his running mate JD Vance would be stumping in California as well as here. And the same goes for every state, as a vote anywhere is a vote worth wooing.
The Electoral College also produces minority presidents: Electoral College victors who lost the popular vote. It happened in 2000 and again in 2016. While the beneficiaries both years were Republican and the popular plurality losers were Democrats, it could be the other way.
Harris and Trump are polling neck and neck nationally. If she wins the key swing states, while he picks up votes spread across the country to gain the popular plurality, Harris will be the president and Trump will not be, giving him even more reason to not accept the results.
Both campaigns are now pursuing the exact same seven-state strategy: Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin along the Great Lakes; North Carolina and Georgia down South and Nevada and Arizona out West.
Once there was a 50-state strategy. In the election of 1960, the first after statehood for Alaska and Hawaii, Richard Nixon pledged to visit every state. He did, making it to Alaska in the final weekend, but he lost the election to John Kennedy. Spending time and money in states you are sure to win or lose isn’t a good way to allocate both resources, which are limited.
An extreme case was in 1988, when Democrat Mike Dukakis was trailing Republican George Bush (the father) in mid-October and he came up with an 18-state strategy, just enough to capture an Electoral College majority. Dukakis won 10 of them (plus D.C.) and some of the eight he lost were quite close, like Pennsylvania and Illinois. But say that he managed to squeeze victories in all of his eight missing states (the others being Connecticut, Vermont, Maryland, California, Ohio and Michigan) with the combined switch of 1,451,533 votes.
It sounds like a lot, but it’s only 1.6 percent of the 90.6 million votes cast for the two major contenders. So instead of losing by 7 million votes, (8 percentage points) Dukakis would have lost by 4.2 million votes, (5 percentage points), but he still would have enough in the Electoral College to become president.
A much closer example was in 2004, when if Democrat John Kerry had another 118,601 votes in Ohio over George W. Bush (the son), Kerry would have won the state and the White House despite having 3 million fewer votes than Bush nationally.
So for both parties, it’s better for everyone to leave the 18th century behind.
One remedy for the Electoral College is to amend the Constitution, which is very difficult, but in this instance there’s a faster method: the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact. So far, 17 states, including New York, have joined. If four or five more join, the popular vote winner will always win the White House.
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Amendment 4: Limit government Interference with abortion (From Citrus County, Chronicle, October 18, 2024)
The back story
Since the first of May, Floridians have been living under six-week abortion ban, passed by the legislature and signed by the governor in 2023. This six-week interval is counted from day one of the last menstrual period, not from the start of fetal development. Thus, it occurs before many people realize they are pregnant. How did we get here?
For 50 years prior to this law, abortion access was legal before fetal viability (under Roe v. Wade). During those years, the Florida Supreme Court ruled in support of reproductive rights in several cases. Its decisions invoked the Constitution’s Privacy Clause, an amendment passed by voters in 1980. Things changed in 2022 when the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade.
At that point, the Florida Legislature enacted a 15-week ban. It was challenged as unconstitutional but was allowed to stand during litigation. The legislature then passed the six-week ban, contingent on the legality of the previous ban. Finally in April of this year, our current Florida Supreme Court ruled that the Privacy Clause did not apply to abortion bans. This decision triggered the start of the six-week ban Florida now has.
A coalition called Floridians Protecting Freedom organized a citizen initiative. The point was to place an amendment about abortion access on the ballot for the Nov. 5 general election so the voters could decide. Citizen initiatives have several hurdles to cross that legislature-referred amendments do not. First, the process for this election cycle required collecting and validating at least 891,523 petitions from registered Florida voters. The total had to include quotas from at least half of all congressional districts to demonstrate wide representation. This requirement was met.
Then, the amendment was subject to judicial review by the Supreme Court for clarity of language. It passed this test and achieved ballot position as Amendment 4. In addition, it required a Financial Impact Statement written by the state to be included on the ballot. Finally, like all amendments, a 60 percent majority of the vote in November will be required for it to become a law.
What does Amendment 4 say?
Amendment 4 states: “No law shall prohibit, penalize, delay, or restrict abortion before viability or when necessary to protect the patient’s health, as determined by the patient’s healthcare provider. This amendment does not change the Legislature’s constitutional authority to require notification to a parent or guardian before a minor has an abortion.”
This means the government cannot interfere with a woman’s decision to have an abortion up to viability. After viability, if abortion is necessary to protect the woman’s health, that decision is between the woman and her medical care provider. The amendment does not mandate unlimited abortion in Florida. In fact, third trimester abortions are very rare: there were none in the year and a half before the 15-week ban, according to the Florida Agency for Healthcare Administration. The amendment does not override parental notification before a minor has an abortion. The supporters affirm the right of parents to advocate for their child’s health, safety, and well-being.
If Amendment 4 is passed (at least 60 percent “yes” votes), the six-week ban will end. The Constitution will allow abortion before viability as stated above. If Amendment 4 does not pass, the six-week ban will continue.
Which details and rules are already in the Constitution?
Questions about the key terms in the amendment have been raised. Definitions can be found in the Florida Constitution.
“Viability” is defined in the law as the stage of fetal development when the life of a fetus is sustainable outside the womb through standard medical measures (Chapter 390.011). “Healthcare providers” are defined in the law as doctors (Chapters 458, 459, 461), and advanced practice registered nurses (Chapter 381.026). Florida regulates these professionals through licensure and scope of practice. They are bound by standards of care and ethics. The legal requirement of “parental notification” for a minor prior to abortion was voted into the Constitution in 2004 (Art. X, Sec. 22). Amendment 4 explicitly does not change this, as stated in the amendment and cited in the full text.
What is the League’s Position on Amendment 4?
After careful study of all implications, the League of Women Voters of Florida recommends a “Yes” vote on Amendment 4, for the following reason. The League believes that all Floridians deserve the freedom to make personal medical decisions for themselves and their children, free of government intrusion.
The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, political organization, never endorsing candidates or parties. The League takes positions on issues of importance to voters only after careful study and consensus.
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  Peg Primeau, 2nd President, Reproductive Rights Chair     
Members and Friends in ACTION for Yes on 4
LWVCC supports voting YES on Amendment 4. Kudos to members and friends who heeded the call to action for 2 recent events:
· 20+ women and men gathered at the library on Sept. 21 and completed over 500 Yes on 4 postcards to voters! 
· 8 inspired women canvassed on October 19 near the Inverness Farmers Market in Liberty Park, distributing over 400 Vote Yes on 4 palm cards!

Thank you all so much—every contact counts.
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The letter below was published in the October 30, 2024 Citrus County Chronicle. 
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Linda Abels, Membership Chair
Happy November!  The month of November brings a lot of changes to weather, no more daylight savings time, and this year a change to the way the LWV collects dues.  

I mentioned a couple of months ago that LWVUS were working on implementing changes to the way each individual local league collects dues.  The new method will begin with members, old and and new in January.  Below is an explanation suggested by the National League of Women Voters.

LWV is switching to a new member portal for all Leagues across the country. There is no action that members need to take right now, but we want to provide you with an overview of what these changes mean for you.

This year, you will still renew in the usual way. When the system launches in January 2025, you will receive an email to log in to the portal, but you will not be asked to renew again until a year after your most recent renewal. You will be given the option to sign up to auto-renew annually, and your membership will last a year after your last renewal. Once you have access to the portal, you will be able to update your own information, including contact information.

When it comes time to renew, you will receive an email reminder. Dues will no longer be a fixed rate but will be pay-what-you-can. The recommended dues amount for all members across the country will be $75, but members can pay any amount (min. $20), 
including the current dues rate.

Under the current system LWV of Citrus County pays a fixed rate per member to LWV Florida and to LWVUS. Under the new system, a percentage of dues will go to the state and national League. This means that when you renew, if you would like to make an additional contribution directly to LWV of Citrus County as some members choose to do when they renew, this will need to be separate from choosing a higher dues amount. A higher dues amount benefits the League as a whole and allows us to offer the option of lower dues to increase our member base but does not exclusively support the local League.

There will still be the option to renew by check for members who don't use the internet, but members who are able to access the portal and renew that way are encouraged to do so.

On a member level, we hope these changes will make managing your membership easier. On a League level, this is expected to increase membership around the country and increase our ability to empower voters and defend democracy. We will keep you informed as we have new and relevant information.

I expect more information coming from the LWVUS and will forward that on to you as we get closer to the January date.

Linda
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Rosemary Nilles, 1st Vice President, Gun Safety Chair,   Education Chair,
The Color Purple
I bought a shirt today. Purple. Didn’t really need a new shirt-especially a purple one. It’s not a color I wear much. But it felt important to have one.
Why purple? Well, I was asked to speak at a Women’s March next Saturday. It’s non-political, so people of all stripes will be there. Mix red and blue and you get purple! About as nonpolitical as you can get!
I’m wearing purple because it’s a Women’s March. Every issue is a women’s issue! By
the time you get this newsletter, most of the people in our county will have voted.
Perhaps by the time you read it, the election will be over. Perhaps we will have elected
our first Madame President. Or not. Perhaps Amendment 4, Limit Government
Interference with Abortion, will have passed. Or not.
Whatever happens in this election, women stand the most to gain - or lose! If
Amendment 4 passes in Florida, the fight for reproductive freedom and health care will
not be over! Can we really expect that the powers that be in Tallahassee will allow
Amendment 4 to be fully implemented? Instead, we ‘ll likely see powerful efforts to dilute the intent of the amendment. Powerful forces have worked very hard to defeat
Amendment 4 with lies and disinformation. If it doesn’t pass, there may never be a “next time,” because the legislature will likely make it harder to get another amendment on the ballot and even harder to pass. Women all across American have a lot at stake.
But I was asked to talk about gun violence. October is Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. Yet every month should be. Guns and domestic violence are a lethal
combination. Nearly half of all women murdered in the United States are killed by a
current or former intimate partner, and more than half of these intimate partner
homicides are by firearm. In incidences of domestic violence where a gun is present,
women are five times more likely to be killed. Many mass shooters have histories of
domestic violence. Most of us know someone who was impacted, traumatized, injured, or even killed by some form of gun violence. Women have led the charge to find sensible – and nonpartisan- ways to reduce gun violence.
What’s the connection with purple and women’s rights and gun violence? Everything.
Purple, reproductive rights, and gun violence prevention should all be nonpartisan. No
matter the outcome of the election, it’s more important than ever to support women. We need to do it for our daughters, granddaughters, nieces, friends, even strangers. I’ll be thinking about how best to do this.
For anyone who’s interested, the Women’s March takes place Saturday, Nov. 2, from
11:00-12:30 at Sumter Landing in The Villages. Look for me, I’ll be in purple.










                     


                      From the Department of Health
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                             Maxine Connor, Natural Resources Chair

FLORIDA SPRINGS COUNCIL SPRINGS SUMMIT – RESCHEDULED TO FEBRUARY 8, 2025 AT STETSON
LAW SCHOOL, GULFPORT, FLORIDA
A one-day event, has been rescheduled because of the recent hurricanes. Come and learn about Florida’s iconic springs and what we can do to protect them through advocacy, policy, and law. Free to attend but you must register (don’t delay as we expect a full house):
https://www.floridaspringscouncil.org/

This article is courtesy of the Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group:
WITHLACOOCHEE STATE FOREST LAND GRAB
OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED SWAP OF 324 ACRES OF CONSERVATION LANDS
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Withlacoochee State Forest parcel earmarked for land swap 
This past June, without any public input, nor any discussion on the part of its members, the Florida Governor and Cabinet voted to approve transfer of 324 acres of land within the Withlacoochee State
Forest in Hernando County to Cabot Citrus OpCo LLC, a Canadian corporation, to expand its adjoining luxury golf course/resort development in exchange for 861 acres of pine plantation in Levy County.  It had obtained approval earlier from the Hernando County Commission to build 1770 residential units and a large area of commercial development on the land it already owns adjacent to this part of the Withlacoochee State Forest. 
Click below to see the video produced by the Sierra Club Florida Chapter:
 Copy and paste this link to play the video:
https://fladefenders.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Stop-Withlacoochee-Swap.mp4?fbclid=IwY2xjawGIemJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHQ4CRniP_hbN9NXRNvsFVMSb2faDsxp2M8Fc2PX2AC0WgCGMJ-5L6f996g_aem_rhjdsBoj5ilfMOpvv-_Bcw

Numerous letters of opposition have been sent to Rick Dolan, Director of the Florida Forest Service and his direct supervisor Wilton Simpson, Florida Secretary of Agriculture &amp; Consumer Affairs including Sierra Club Florida Chapter’s letter with 67 sign-ons from other organizations, Sierra Club Florida Chapter Conservation Committee’s letter enclosing an expert assessment of the value of these conservation lands ( Eval Withlacoochee State Forest Tract Being Considered in Land Swap), Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group’s, one from Sonny Vergara - former Executive Director of SWFWMD, and letters from many other conservation organizations and individuals. We have all been stonewalled and no replies nor even acknowledgment has been received to our letters. Adventure Coast Group noted our three major objections: The proposed land swap establishes a dangerous precedent for other public lands desired by developers. The Withlacoochee State Forest Parcel has considerable conservation value due to its contiguity with other public conservation lands and its role as a link in the Florida Wildlife Corridor. Value as a High Groundwater Recharge Area within
the Chassahowitzka Springshed, a declared Outstanding Florida Spring.
 
The land swap is contingent upon review and approval by both the Florida Forest Service (FFS) and the Acquisition and Restoration Council (ARC). This item was not 


included in the agenda of their October meeting that was canceled due to weather, nor is it on the agenda for their November meeting.
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This land swap is contrary to good public policy and Government in the Sunshine. It is contrary to the goal of Florida Forever—protecting lands with significant natural resource values in perpetuity for all.
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From our Florida League Co-President Debbie Chandler
Our 2nd President Peg Primeau recently wrote to Debbie Chandler, Co-President of the Florida League of Women Voters, asking what the Florida League does for us. Below is her response to this request:
Broadly speaking, in addition to litigation, we do quite a bit of lobbying.  We have a lobbyist who is in 
Tallahassee and works year round advocating on our issues, concentrating on our priorities.  We support local Leagues with information, pamphlets, swag and other items.  Obviously, we are engaged in litigation, which while our lawyers work for free, litigation costs the state considerable funds in staff time.  Each time we litigate, we must supply information that goes back years in discovery.  Travel is an expense, as well.  Cecile and I both donate thousands of dollars worth of in-kind services, as does much of the board. Of course staff is an expense.  Even pooling our resources, we still must rely on grants and donation to support our work.
 Litigation (our lawyers represent us free)
Staff time in preparing documents for discovery
Staff time in answering interrogatories
Travel for depositions and trial
 Lobbying
We have a lobbyist in Tallahassee who advocates for us
Travel to Tallahassee for Strike Force meetings
Travel to Tallahassee for Lobby Days Printing
 Advocacy
Printing information for local Leagues
Pass through grants for local Leagues (administration)
 Events
Lobby Days
Convention or Council
Others
 Staff (Administration)
Executive Director (Ray)
Communication Director (Blake)
Administrative support (Julia)
Bookkeeper (Jenn)
Action Team Support State Action Teams
Development
Travel
Voter Services and Election support
Coalition support
Work with LWVUS
This list is not exhaustive, but is an overview of the things we do at the state level.  I will tell you that in my opinion, our State Board works as hard or harder than any other League board.  Cecile and I each routinely spend 50+ hours a week on League business.  Our other board members, especially chairs of Voter Service, Membership, Education, and Restoration of Voting Rights work full time for the League.  There are countless meetings to attend, usually 2-4 per day.  During election season, it is all hands on deck registering voters and GoTV.  Cecile and I have speaking engagements and interviews all over the state and Blake helps us prepare.  We work with our partners on election protection and litigation, as well as research and advocacy.  Staff supports the board and state action teams to the extent possible.  We also avail ourselves of interns from 3 colleges in the Orlando area.
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For the League of Women Voters
Of Citrus County

We're calling our November 13 meeting, “What Next2”
With the 2024 elections behind us, we will be ready to
consider important local and state concerns to be
addressed in future programs and actions. The meeting
will be a mix of playful decompression and casual
brainstorming about where we want to go in 2025. Bring
your inner child and your people-power wishlist!

The Public is Invited: For more Information plezse call 352-613-5056 or
email lwvce2013@gmail.com Visit lwvcitrus.org and Face book page "League
of Women Voters of Citrus County”
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Time to Malte Your Reservation
For the LWVCC Holiday Luncheon

3248 W. Norvell Bryant Highway, Lecanto

: Trina Murphy, Publisher of The Citrus Chronicle
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We are collecting items for CASA, for those who
would like to donate requested items.

Coffee, creamer, toilet paper, shampoo, condi-
tioner, body wash and lotion, hair products, hair-
spray, mousse, brushes, combs, dish soap, Zip-
locs, ethnic hair products,bags-gallon, baby
wipes, children's toys and DVDs, sheet sets and
blankets, canned goods, wrapping paper, tissue,
tape, gift tags, stocking stuffers.Check the CASA
website for a list of other current needs.

The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan
political organization, never endorsing or oppos-
ing political parties or candidates. LWVFL devel-

ops positions on issues only after careful study
and consensus.

MENV OPTIONS

All American Burger
Served with lettuce, tomatoes, onions and topped
with Cheddar cheese. Served with a side of crispy
seasoned fries or steamed broccoli
GDG’s Big Fabulous Fish Fry
‘Wild, line-caught Haddock, beer battered with
Stella Artois, served with crispy seasoned fries
and tartar sauce.

Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad
Fire-grilled chicken, romaine lettuce, shaved Parme-
san mixed with classic Caesar dressing and topped
with homemade croutons.

GDG’s Crave A’ Bowl
Basmati rice, broccoli, tomato and cucumber,
hummus, Feta, garlic aioli and lemon wedge.
Topped with Fire-grilled chicken.
Grilled Chicken Sandwich
Bacon, Swiss cheese, lettuce, tomato, onion and honey
mustard on a toasted brioche bun. Served with crispy
seasoned fries or steamed broccoli.
Vegetarian GDG Crave A’ Bowl
Basmati rice, broccoli, tomato and cucumber,
hummus, Feta, garlic aioli and lemon wedge.
Vegetarian Caesar Salad
Romaine lettuce, shaved Parmesan mixed with
classic Caesar dressing and topped with home-

made croutons

All options are $20, including soft
drinks, appetizers, tax, and tips. Call or
email Jan Hall to make reservation.

352 637 9623 .
janhalldesigns@yahoo.com
Payment may be made at event
cash, check or credit card. Or may be
prepaid online at lwvcitrus.org.
Click on EVENTS BUTTON

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 1 ST
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Nancy Tomaselli

Sept. 27,2024
Nancy was a vi- lives of those around
brant, _fun-loving her.

person filled with cu- Nancy was
riosity. She delight- soft-spoken ye
ed in reading multi- eo fl fiercely driven, un-

ple books at a time,
helping people, lis-
tening o and making
‘music, savoring good food,
drinking even better coffee,
and retiring in the sublrop
ics—though not necessarily
in that order. Her love for
her four children was im-
mense, and her adoration
for her eight grandchildren
was even greater. She often
joked their brilliance was a
reflection of her own, as she
was, after all, the common
denominator. Nancy’s kid:
however, aren't guite sure
she was really joking when
she said tht.

A natural caregiver with a
Florence Nightingale spir-
it, Nancy nursed countless
people back to health, both
in the United States and
abroad. Her compassion ex-
tended beyond her nursing
career as she_transitioned
into hospital administration.
where her drive and dedic
cation continued to make a
difference in patients’ lives,
In retirement, her desire to
help others led her to im-
merse herself in volunteer
work, further impacting the

abashedly  proud.

o be ltalian, and a

fine example that it
is possible to live life on
your own terms while still
being kind, considerate and
gracious. She was the best
daughter,sister, niece, cous-
in, mother, _grandmother,
aunt, and friend, and her
Toss ‘will be deeply felt by
all who were fortunate 10
Know her.

Nancy is survived by her
siblings Frank and Terry;
her children Rachel, Stephen
and Deborah; her grandchil-
dren Chris, Nick, Shayne,
Jesse, Arianna, Sam, Sum-
mer, and Natalie; and her
children-in-law Ward. Brian,
and Deanna. She is preced-
ed in death by her parents
Dominick and Alma; and her
daughter Donna.

A celebration of Nancy's
life will be held Sunday, Oc-
tober 20, 2024 from Ipm to
3pm at Arbor Lakes Club-
house, 4215 N. Lake Vista
“Trail, Hemando, FL 34442

In fieu of flowers, please
make a donation fo the
American Cancer Society at
hitps://www.cancer org.
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Thank you for
clarifying this

T want to thank you Dr.
Elizabeth Orsay for her
Letter last week clarifying
‘Amendment 4.

Dr. Orsay outlined some
of the issues that pregnant
women can face and the im-
portance of having a doctor
who is able to treat them as
they needed. She put to rest
some of the crazy myths
and bits of misinformation
that are going around about
Amendment 4.

Hopefully people will do
the research, learn the truth
and stop listening to the
misinformation that’s being
spread. Thank you again, Dr.
Orsay, for setting the record
right.
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Parents control health
care for their children

Amendment 4, Limit Govern-
ment Interference with Abortion,
specifies that it does not change
parental rights: “This amend
ment does not change the Legis-
lature’s constitutional authority
o require notification t0 a parent
or guardian before a minor has
an abortion.” This statement was
o really needed, because it is
already in the Constitution.

Some claim thal notification is
ot equivalent to consent. That
i simply wrong. When has a
minor received any kind of reat-
ment without parental consent?
Whether itis a sprained ankle
or a rash, the doctor gels paren-
tal consent. It i in the law for
all procedures and, aside from
unequivocal gross child abuse, &
provider has absolutely no incen-
tive to treat a minor without con
sent. Hello, adults, you are asked
o consent o treatment for your-
self every time you visit your
doctor, right? S0 it is redundant
o spell it out for minors secking
abortion.

But, let’s go there for a minute.
A minor (picture a 14-year-old
girl) secks an abortion without
her parents’ knowledge. The pro-
vider knows t0 obtain a writien
document for the medical record
proving notification. Then what?
‘The doctor kidnaps the minor
and provides abortion? No, the
parents and their child work out

what t0 do next. 1f the parenis
object to abortion, she cannot go
back to that provider and say, ok,
they know, Iets do it anyway
‘The provider does not have con-
sent and will not go ahead (with
any procedure, remember?). If
the child goes to another provid-
er,the same thing happens again
noiification is documented, etc.,
etc. Th nains in con-
trol ofthe child’s health care.

Let’s go 0 another place for
minute. Florida is living under an
extreme abortion ban. A minor
(@ 14-yearold girl, 12-year-old
il?) becomes pregnant and is
unaware of it, since many girls
do not have regular menstrual
periods. It could be well after the
six-week window before she and
her parents know. If the parents
believe abortion would be best for
her, it is not an option for them in
Florida. Isn't that just as much a.
violation of parental righis?

‘A *yes” vote on Amendment
4is about ending the extreme
abortion ban and protecing the
freedom of Floridians to make
personal medical decisions for
themselves and their children,
‘without government intrusion.

Pegay Primeau
Beverly Hills

Before you vote, ask
yourself these questions
Before you vot, ask yourself

these questions.
Dol want to withdraw sup-
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What Is Amendment 4?

IT STOPS FLORIDA’S
EXTREME ABORTION BAN.

No.4
| Constitutional Amendment
Article 1, New Section
Stops the extreme ban
Amendment to Limit Government thathes o real
Interference with Abortion exceptions, and.puts
poliicans in cnarge of
Nolaw shall prohti, penalize, (Eonat el
| ey, or restrit aborton before:
vabilty or when necessary o s women and. doctors
protect the patients healh, as e freedom to make.
| determined by the Balléts eaithcare deciions

healthcare providr. This
amendment doos not change the
Legisature’s consfitutional
authority to fEQUIRETONAGANGN o
a parent or guardian before a.
‘minor has an aborton.

Maintaing existing
‘parental rights protections
in Floridas congttution.

Keep Government Out of
Our Healthcare Deci
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A MATTER OF
BALANCE

DO YOU HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT FALLING?

Many older adults experience concerns about falling and restrict their actvities.
AMATTER OF BALANCE is an award-winning program designed to manage falls and
increase actvity levels

Thisprogram emphasizes Coastal Region

practical strategies (o manage -y

Falls. , Public Library
Participants Learn to 19 W, Crystal s

«View falls as controllable
Set goals for increasing activiy. Thursdays

9:30am to 11:30am

« Make changes to reduce fallrisks ey B

athome.

To Register Contact:

+ Bxercise o incressesengih Kathryn Defrz

Who Should Attend?
Anyone concerned about fals

Anyone interested in improving
balance, flexbility and strength.

Anyone who has falen in the past. REAGEISMIED]

Anyone who has restricted activities  Thisis a FREE 8-week workshop. Each class
e e s o i52 hours long and meets once. week.
We lok forward to having you!

aofe i Elder  Affairs
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We can help YOU take CONTROL of your
diabetes!

Program Goals Include:

. Enhance and maintain your quality GentraliRidge
of life Library
Prevent complications. ® 425W.Ro

+ Learn mindful choices for proper Blvd,,

nutrition.

. Enhance physical activity.
Strengthen personal support
systems.

« Foster relationships with healthcare
providers. Time: 4PM-6PM

This is a FREE 8 week workshop.

Registration is Required
Contact: Scan OR code:
Kathryn Defranco

Katheyn Detracosthestigor  OR  MarkPagan
Mark Paganaiheatingou
=

Eofk O e Cyn, §
TG
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