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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 
CITRUS COUNTY FLORIDA 
Vicky Iozzia is the Editor of this newsletter.
Our mailing address is LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460
Our website is lwvcitrus .org
[bookmark: _Hlk164425976]OUR MAY 8, 2024 MEETING INCLUDES 1st VP ROSEMARY NILLES WHO WILL SPEAK ABOUT AMENDMENT 1: PARTISAN SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION. MEET AND GREETS FEATURING SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES WILL FOLLOW. 
SEE FLYER AT THE END OF THE NEWSLETTER
IT WILL BE AT THE COASTAL REGION LIBRARY IN CRYSTAL RIVER.
********************************************************
	OUR JUNE 12, 2024 MEETING WILL BE A MEET AND GREET FOR THE CANDIDATES FOR CITRUS COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS AND THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SEE FLYER AT THE END OF THE NEWSLETTER
IT WILL BE AT THE CITRUS SPRINGS COMMUNITY CENTER
OUR JULY 10, 2024 MEETING WILL BE A MEET AND GREET WITH BOCC CANDIDATES. IT WILL BE AT THE CITRUS SPRINGS COMMUNITY CENTER.
Please visit our Facebook page and "like" us!
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty
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Vicky Iozzia, Co-President,Speakers Bureau Chair,  Newsletter Editor, Webmaster
  	“Be afraid. Be very afraid.” These words were first spoken on film by actor Geena Davis. In the movie, “The Fly”, her character watches her boyfriend turn into a dangerous, unrecognizable monster. 
	Sometimes I feel this way about my country. I am frightened about the rhetoric and the amount of hatred and bigotry that I see. It would be easy to crawl under a rock and not come out.
	More and more I am feeling differently. Because of my work with the League, I meet amazing people who care and work to defend democracy. The “cards” may seem to be stacked against us, but I believe that we can work together to make sure that the country makes sense again.
	Jan Hall and I recently worked with volunteers to send postcards to non-violent felons to give them information on how to get their right to vote back. The following members participated: Scott and Karen Baldwin, Lynn and Michael Fonfara with others from the Kiwanis Club, Nora Cloud, Joanne Jordan, and Wanda Brown.
	Read in this newsletter about the fairs that our members have attended to educate the public. That said, there is so much more we could be doing if we had more volunteers who could give their time working with us. 
	We have a challenge. We have an opportunity. I for one don’t want any regrets about not being part of the team. The League of Women Voters of Florida is working hard to provide the local Leagues with resources to do the right thing by our county and our state. 
	

Although I am afraid of what could happen in this country, I want to do all that I can to make sure that our state and our country abide by the constitution and the laws of the land.
	The response to our Meet and Greets with local candidates has been so good that we have outgrown the Coastal Region Library. We will be there for our May 8 meeting, but our June 12 meeting will be at the Citrus Springs Community Center. 

I will be at the College of Central Florida on Thursdays, 10 am to 1 PM, with a table to give registration information to the public. I will be there with someone else or by myself. If you want to be there with me, please contact me. It would be a great opportunity to learn about the League in a pleasant and relaxed environment. 
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OUR APRIL 10, 2024 MEETING WITH TODD HOCKERT, SHERIFF CANDIDATES
	What an exciting meeting this was! It started with Todd Hockert from the Citrus County Opioid Task Force, who gave us the numbers of drug deaths here in Citrus County. 
	All four Sheriff candidates responded to the invitation to speak. They spoke for a maximum of three minutes, and then the audience was invited to ask them questions at their table. 
	The response was invigorating! We had over 100 people attend, so many that we are outgrowing the room. Later in this newsletter you will see the dates of our next meetings. Please read it carefully because we will be moving after the May meeting. 
	
If you want to see and hear the meeting, here is the link: https://youtu.be/ehWmYVAzGGI
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HERE IS A SUMMARY OF SOME OF THE RECENT BILLS SIGNED IN FLORIDA. 
	On April 18, Governor DeSantis signed a bill that allows volunteer school chaplains in public schools in Florida.
	The Governor also signed a bill mandating that communism history be taught in the public schools in Florida.
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Peg Primeau, Secretary, Reproductive Health & Justice, LWVCC Second President
Great Rally! Now Let’s Get Out the Vote!

To quote Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Carlos Muniz, “The people of Florida aren’t stupid. I mean, they can figure this out.” 
He was referring to the clarity of the language in the Amendment to Limit Government Interference with Abortion during oral arguments back in February. The justices, in a 4-3 decision, finally approved the amendment language, thereby assuring that voters could make their voices heard on the issue. 
Indeed, Florida voters do understand the concept of keeping their healthcare decisions private, between patients and their providers, without the interference of legislators. Would you consult your congressperson about your appendix? Your pacemaker? your vasectomy? Of course not. That is why Amendment 4 has wide appeal.
More than 1500 people gathered in Orlando on April 13 to launch the campaign for Yes on 4, and to protest the six-week ban on abortion that goes into effect across Florida on May 1. The scene was inspiring: all ages, colors, and biologies! Brave people—mothers, spouses and doctors—shared their stories of facing barriers to necessary and urgent medical care, including patients whose intended pregnancies were doomed. Sponsors highlighted how crucial it is to educate and mobilize voters to vote Yes on 4 in the November election.
Making the rally comfortable as well as memorable, the League of Women Voters of Florida provided a space nearby for members to gather, hydrate, and connect. LWVUS even provided lunch. It was a treat to see members of other chapters in person whom we usually know only by their zoom faces. 
The League of Women Voters of Florida supported the petition drive organized by Floridians Protecting Freedom, and now supports voting Yes on Amendment 4.
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LWVFL marchers met up for a little social time. Peggy Primeau, Mary Hedges, and LWVFL Co-President Debbie Chandler at left in back row. 
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The Healthcare Landscape Changes on May 1 
Peggy Primeau, RH&J
May 1 marks the day Florida’s six-week abortion ban takes effect. Most people do not realize they are pregnant at this early point. For them, this is the same as a total ban. For those seeking an abortion within this time limit, other barriers will be present. 
The law requires that abortion care be provided in person by a physician. Telemedicine and in-state mailing of mifepristone/misoprostol are not allowed. 
The 24-hour waiting period means patients must make two (or three) in-person visits. For many this entails transportation, lodging, and childcare as well as time off work. 
Although the law has ostensible provisions for abortion after rape, human trafficking or incest (before 15 weeks of pregnancy), the survivor must provide acceptable medical, police or court records to prove the assault. 
Ostensible exceptions are also included to save the life of the mother, or to intervene for fatal fetal abnormalities. Specifically, two physicians must certify, in writing, that in their judgment an abortion is necessary to save the pregnant woman’s life or avert a serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function. Likewise, two physicians must certify, in writing, that in their reasonable medical judgment the fetus has a fatal fetal abnormality. However, the experience of patients and doctors in other states with severe bans has been that because the legal lines are ambiguous and consequences for doctors are extreme, these decisions often are not made in a timely way or at all. 
What are the options? A person might contact an abortion fund for help with travel to a state where reproductive healthcare will be provided.
Abortion funds are grassroots organizations that support people seeking abortion access, wherever that may be. Funds include:
· Broward Women’s Emergency Fund
· Emergency Medical Assistance, Inc.
· Florida Access Network (FAN)
· Tampa Bay Abortion Fund
· Women’s Emergency Network
· Access Reproductive Care Southeast (ARC)
· National Network of Abortion Funds

                  Rosemary Nilles, LWVCC Education Chair, 1st Vice President      [image: A newspaper with a few people
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Rosemary has been working with the Florida League on education issues. Below is the brochure she worked on regarding voting for School Board members. Please read and pass on this information.[image: A brochure with text and images
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In addition, Rosemary has worked on the following trifold folder on 
nonpartisan school board elections. 




WHAT IS YOUR LEAGUE DOING? LOOK BELOW: 

League members are participating in these events. 
Great news below!!!!!!!!!!!!!
From the April 23, 2024 Chronicle article by Jim Gouvelis 
The Chronicle Forum
We (The Chronicle) will be hosting a candidate forum July 9 at the Citrus County Fairgrounds. This year the Citrus County Chapter of the League of Women Voters will be assisting us. Members of our editorial board will be asking the candidates questions. It will be a good way for you to see the candidates live and judge for yourself how they are at fielding questions.
Many thanks to Rosemary Nilles and Peg Primeau, who have been working with the Chronicle to make this possible. 
IFAS environmental fair at the office on Sovereign Path, Lecanto, Saturday, April 20, 2024
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Devora Stager, Peg Primeau, and Maxine Connor represented our League. 
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Sierra Club
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“Ask a Solar Question” at the Solar Education Table Manned by Matthew Corona, Manager of Corona Solar Consultants, LLC




[image: A person standing next to a trailer

Description automatically generated]

There were electric cars and fun activities for young and older!









 The Healthy Kids YMCA Fair, Saturday, April 20, 2024 – see Rosemary’s article
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Linda Abels, Membership Chair
WELCOME to new members, Bonnie Fleck, Sally Smith-Adams and Judith Vowels.  We all look forward to greeting you at our next meeting.  Should you have any questions or comments or wish to help with any of our programs, please feel free to contact one of the officers. 

A large number of our members have an annual membership renewal date of June 1, 2024.  I sent our reminder notices last month via the League of Women Voters of Citrus County email, if you haven't received it please contact me at either LWVCC2013@gmail.com or my personal email address at labels58@aol.com and I will look into it. 

To renew your membership you can either pay by mailing a check or credit card through Paypal.  The dues are remaining the same for this year, $65 for an individual membership, $90 for a household membership and Susan B. Anthony Membership is $105.  You can pay your dues by mailing a check to the LWVCC, P.O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460, using a credit card and pay via Paypal or you can bring a check to our regular meetings.

Have a wonderful Spring and I look forward to seeing you at our up coming meetings.
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                 Maxine Connor, Natural Resources Chair

On Saturday, April 20, our County held its annual Earth Day Event at UF/IFAS Extension Citrus County in Lecanto. It is a fun learning event for all ages. Among the County features were: Ask a Master Gardener, a Storybook Walk, Youth Activities, and the Trash to Treasure Showcase. The County’s other features included Florida Friendly Gardening & Landscaping, Bee Keeping, the  Solid Waste Division and Mosquito Control Divisions. There were many other vendors, including educational and craft vendors, including education on buying fabrics and clothing free from plastics and making a “hands-free” tote bag from a t-shirt. Attendees were free to stroll along a walkway through the lovely Florida Friendly plantings under a giant canopy of trees that provide shade and keep us cool. 
Our local League and the Florida League Clean Energy Team had a strong presence there and each had a table. Our Citrus County League table was manned by Peg Primeau and Devora Stager. They assisted attendees with voter and membership information and advertised our upcoming meetings and events. The Clean Energy table was manned by Maxine Connor with many solar and electric vehicle educational handouts. Featured was an electric vehicle (EV) Show and Tell with owners present who enthusiastically answered questions about their vehicles. We had these all-electric vehicles: a Cadillac Lyriq, a Ford Mustang Mach E, and a Tesla Model Y.
Also featured was the Solar table with “Ask a Solar Question” featuring Matthew Corona, Manager of Corona Solar Consultants, LLC. He brought along his solar educational trailer towed by the Tesla Model Y. A demonstration was done in which the solar trailer was collecting photons from the sunlight shining on the photovoltaic (solar) panels, which converted the particles of sunlight into DC (direct current). An inverter converted the direct current into AC (alternating current), which then was stored in a large battery in the solar trailer. The Tesla was then plugged into the battery and was 


charging. Periodically, the Tesla performed its “Light Show” function. It played a peppy tune, all the exterior lights flashed in time with the music, the windows went up and down, and the trunk opened. A pretty talented car all the way around!
Thank you to Solar United Neighbors for providing many solar and electric vehicle educational flyers. Another big thank you to all the volunteers who patiently manned tables, that brought their electric vehicles, towed the solar educational trailer, demonstrated the solar panels, charging, and Tesla Light Show, and patiently answered all the questions that the Earth Day participants asked. 
Our next-door neighbor table was Sierra Club Adventure Coast Group providing local environmental education and membership opportunities. They handed out the Springs Guide produced by the Florida Springs Council, the only statewide organization focused on protecting our iconic springs. FSC memberships are free; join and stay informed at FloridaSpringsCouncil.Org.
Thank you to the Citrus County Extension Office for being our cordial hosts. It was a great day for the Earth!











                        


2024 CANDIDATE DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
ELECTIONS 
	Primary Election  
	August 20, 2024 

	General Election 
 
	November 5, 2024 


LAST DAY CANDIDATES CAN CHANGE PARTY FOR 2024 ELECTIONS  F.S. 99.021 
Judicial 	April 23, 2023 
County Office 	June 11, 2023 
 
PETITIONS DUE  F.S. 99.095 
Judicial 	Noon, March 25, 2024 
County and Special District 	Noon, May 13, 2024 
 
VALID PETITIONS NEEDED 
Constitutional, County Commission, and School Board 	1,222 
Special District 	25 
 
RESIGN TO RUN  F.S. 99.012 
Judicial 	April 12, 2024 
County and Special District 	May 31, 2024 
 
QUALIFYING PERIOD  F.S. 99.061 
Judicial 	Noon, April 22, 2024 to Noon, April 26, 2024 
County and Special District 	Noon, June 10, 2024 to Noon, June 14, 2024 
 
   Per Florida Statute, we may accept and hold qualifying papers 2 weeks prior to qualifying. 
 
















REGISTRATION BOOK CLOSINGS  F.S. 97.055 
	Primary Election 
	July 22, 2024 

	General Election 
 
EARLY VOTING  F.S. 101.657 
	October 7, 2024 

	Primary Election 
	August 9, 2024 to August 17, 2024 

	General Election 
	October 21, 2024 to November 2, 2024 


 
 
 
Primary Election dates listed are tentative and subject to change by the Florida Legislature. 
VoteCitrus.gov                    352-564-7120 
Citrus County Supervisor of Elections ~ PO Box 1870 ~ Lecanto, Florida 34460 
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If you are interested in joining the League of Women Voters of Citrus County, 
Fill out the form below and mail it to us at
LWVCC, P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460
Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________
____________________________________
Email address_________________________
Phone (home)_________________________
Phone (cell)___________________________
Individual $65______
Household $90
Student Free
Susan B. Anthony $105*
Household $150*
*Includes $40 donation
Credit card name__________________________
Credit card number ________________________
Expiration Date, month and year______________
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LWVCC SPECIAL MEETING WITH JIM GOUVELLIS OF THE
CITRUS COUNTY CHRONICLE
Thursday. June 27, 1:00- 3:00 PM
Coastal Region Library, Crystal River

Jim Gouvellis, Executive Editor of the Citrus County
Chronicle, will be the featured speaker at a Special Meeting
of the League on Thursday. June 27. from 1:00 — 3:00 PM.
The meeting will take place at the Coastal Region Library,
8619 W Crystal St., Crystal River. FL 34428.

Jim will be discussing the role of a free press as it pertains to '
elections. There will be time for audience questions.

The public is invited to this important meeting. For more information, please
call 352-613-5056 or email lwvec2013@gmail.com.
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Abortion rights versus abortion bans

e Florida Supreme Court

recenty issued two opinions
pivotal for reproductive rights in
our state.

In one case, the justices (4 to
3) decided that the language is
clear 10 voters in the proposed
Amendment to Limit Government
Interference with Abortion, there-
by approving its position on the
November ballot as Amendment
4. When passed, it will enshrine
in the Consiitution the right of
patients and their healthcare
providers to decide on abortion up
to the point of viability (when the
life of a fetus is sustainable outside
the womb).

Amendment 4 reached the court
after nearly one million Florida
‘voters from across the political
spectrum signed the citizen-ini-
tiative petition. According 0 a
University of North Florida poll
in November, the majority of both
Republican and Democrat re-
spondents, and 62 percent overall,
said they would vote yes on the
amendment.

In the other case, the justices (6

10 1) rejected the

Margaret . jjenge 10 HBS,
(Peggy) the 2022 law im-
Primeau  posinga I5-weck

i limit on legal abor-
il tions in Florida
Voices

Consequently. the
2023 law imposing
2 6-week limit on
legal abortions will
20 into effect 30
days from now.

“The petitioners in
this challenge had
invoked Article 1,
Section 23 of the Florida Con-
stitution that says,"Every natural
person has the right to be let

lone and free from govermment
intrusion into the person’s private
life.” This amendment, passed by
voters in 1980, has been interpret-
ed in multiple cases since then to
include privacy in reproductive
healtheare. Nevertheless, the court
decided that the amendment was
not originally intended to do so,
and that previous Florida Supreme
Court justices were wrong. A year
ago, a UNF poll of Florida voters

found 75 percent of respondents
cither “Somewhat” or “strongly”
opposed a six-week ban, including
61 percent of Republican vot-

ers and 91 percent of Democrat
volers.

‘The League of Women Voters of
Florida is committed to advocacy
for people’s reproductive auton-
omy. “This issue i critical to the
League because without the ability
to make reproductive decisions
for one’s own body. one cannot
participate equally in our democ-
racy.” said co-president Cecile M.
Scoon. “Florida’s six-week ban
‘goes against the will of Floridians
across the political spectrum. Now,
it's up to us, as advocates and
citizens, to ensure our personal
medical decisions are ours and
ours alone to make.” The League
supports a Yes vote on Amend-
ment 4.

Margaret (Peggy) Primeau s a retired
neuropsychologist and the co-president
of the League of Wormen Voters of Citrus
‘County. The League is committed to
empowerment of votes trough nonparti-
san education and advocacy.
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LWVCC at Minority Health Fair and YMCA Healthy Kids Day.
oy Fosary e, LUVEE G Sty

ot Srsga S L T simpleercs sndsctonscan ke geciforancein |
oy Ty oo practcef e i ok ardrlosdedso vt [B
‘urous ids an tson e intenonally sho hamsalvs o anyon s, Gun Vilanco

Pravantion s ovaof LI Florde's op ot

LUCG vluntaars rocany shrad s messag st the Daparimant of Hosth Minorty et Fai and e
YMCA el K Day. o avefmilic ot o 28 cabl- sty un ocke - v prodec o us
romol carea byt VetaransS.cidsProvnson Prjoct. Tha MinrityHoslin Fairwes organzsd b o
own D 5. Ezsl who wors or DK, and row alage rove

LICG vlunsoers reavaiabl toalk o commrity and hurch groups, and o tbls st commurity
ovonts. GontactRosomary Nilas millss1972@gmaiLcom

SAVES LIVES

Saseasyasi- 2- 3

Cochue pomtop: ITVEL
St Surage oy, Cwonice
ot vz iawe
Nesarimin & osony
A Her P, 202 Bt
& ooy evgoge i omiy .
o T Py T B





image14.png
School Board

Constitutional Duties
“The school board shalloperate, control and
supervise alfree public schools within the
School distrit and determine the rate of
School district taxes within the imits
prescribed [by the constitution].” (Florida
Constitution)

School Boards are also responsible for:

« Adopting curriculum and behavior
standards and policies;

« Establishing schools, school attendance
areas, and school calendar;

© Governing personnel matters;

«  Collectively bargaining employee
Salaries;

« Adopting standards of ethical conduct for
instructional personnel and school
administrators.
hitesi//tinyurl.com/mrkkpavd

HOW PREPARED ARE YOUR
CANDIDATES TO BE EFFECTIVE SCHOOL
BOARD MEMBERS?

Use our checklist inside to help you decide,
andlearn more about each candidate by:

o attending candidate forums

o reading their statements

« listening to them at school board
meetings

« contacting them with your questions

 using school board candidate information
atVOTEA11.0rg, available for most
disticts

About the League of Women Voters
‘The League of Women Voters (LWV) was
founded over 100 years ago to educate voters
and to promote democracy. The League
remains non-partisan, never endorsing or
‘opposing any canddate for public ffce.

Because localschool board members play 3
vita role in creating educational policy for
school districts, the League of Women Voters
of Florida (LWVFL) provides voters this
checklist that offers guidance on qualites to
ook for when voting for 8oard of Education
‘candidates in your school district.

For more information about current education

Issues,please visit our website:
bt es/educai

Lw.s(mﬁs or WOMEN VOTERS

Election Dates 2024

Primary Election: August 20
General Election: November 5

Keep in mind:
‘Voters must request maikin ballots for
the 2024 election cycle.

‘The deadiine for mailin ballot requests s
12 days before the election.

Many local races are decided in the
Primary Election.

Voting for
School Board
Members

A Checklist for Making
Smart Choices

Your vote matters.
Your vote is your voice.
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‘School Board Candidate Checklist
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‘Some important qualities for school board
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Amendment 1: Should  School Board Elections in  Florida become Partisan,  or should they remain  Nonpartisan?         Learn how your choice will  impact:    ●   The future of public  education in Florida.    ●   Who can vote in future  school board elections.        Anticipated ballot  language :        PARTISAN ELECTION OF  MEMBERS OF    DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARDS    “Proposing amendments to  the State Constitution to  require members of a district  school board to be elected in  a partisan election rather  than a nonpartisan election  and to specify that the  amendment only applies to  elections held on or after the  November  2026 general  election. However, partisan  primary elections may occur  before the 2026 general  election for purposes of  nominating political party  candidates to that office for  placement on the 2026  general election ballot.”                     Election Day: November 5,  2024    Early Voting: October 21 -   November 2, 2024*         * check dates & locations in  your county                About the League of  Women Voters        The League of Women Voters  was founded more than 100  years ago to educate voters  and to defend democracy.  The League is nonpartisan  and does not endorse or  oppose any candidate for  public office. However, after  in - depth research, the  League does take positi ons  on issues of importance to  voters.         In November of 2024,  Floridians will vote on the  far - reaching constitutional  Amendment 1 to require  partisan   school board  elections. The League of  Women Voters of Florida  urges voters to carefully  consider the issues outlined  in this brochure.         After careful study,  the League  recommends a  “NO”  vote on    Amendment 1, so  that school  board elections  remain    nonpartisan.            For more detailed information,  use this QR code to read the  LWVFL’s White Paper on partisan  school board elections:                                          SCAN ME        https://lwvfl.org/    
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Amendment 1: Should School Board Elections in Florida become Partisan, or should they remain Nonpartisan?  

 

Learn how your choice will impact: 

· The future of public education in Florida. 

· Who can vote in future school board elections. 

 

Anticipated ballot language: 

 

PARTISAN ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF 

DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARDS 

“Proposing amendments to the State Constitution to require members of a district school board to be elected in a partisan election rather than a nonpartisan election and to specify that the amendment only applies to elections held on or after the November 2026 general election. However, partisan primary elections may occur before the 2026 general election for purposes of nominating political party candidates to that office for placement on the 2026 general election ballot.” 

 

 

 

 

 



           

Election Day: November 5, 2024 

Early Voting: October 21- November 2, 2024*  

 

*check dates & locations in your county 

 

 

 

About the League of Women Voters 

 

The League of Women Voters was founded more than 100 years ago to educate voters and to defend democracy. The League is nonpartisan and does not endorse or oppose any candidate for public office. However, after in-depth research, the League does take positions on issues of importance to voters.  

 

In November of 2024, Floridians will vote on the far-reaching constitutional Amendment 1 to require partisan school board elections. The League of Women Voters of Florida urges voters to carefully consider the issues outlined in this brochure.  

 

After careful study, the League recommends a “NO” vote on 

Amendment 1, so that school board elections remain 

nonpartisan. 

 

 

For more detailed information, use this QR code to read the LWVFL’s White Paper on partisan school board elections: 

 

[image: ]

                               SCAN ME 

 

https://lwvfl.org/ 

 

 

On the November 2024 Ballot 

YOU will vote on  

Amendment 1 

to the Florida Constitution: 

     

Partisan  vs 

Nonpartisan 

School Board Elections 

[image: ] 

 

 

What’s the difference?  Why does it matter? 

 

 

 

 

Who can vote in nonpartisan school board elections now? 

 

Local school board elections in Florida are currently nonpartisan. All registered voters regardless of party can vote in the primary and general election for the candidates of their choice.   

 

What’s new for voters on the November 2024 ballot? 

 

Floridians will vote on Amendment 1 to the State Constitution. If passed by 60% of the voters, it would require district school board elections to be partisan. Future ballots would list each candidate’s political party. School board elections would become part of Florida’s closed primary system. 

 

How will Amendment 1 change who can vote in school board elections?  

 

· In a closed primary, only voters registered with a political party can vote for candidates of that party. 

· Voters registered as No Party Affiliates (NPAs) or with minor parties, by law, cannot vote in a closed primary election. This excludes 30% of Florida’s voters. 

· If only one party has candidates, the primary would be open to all voters. This is called a 

Universal Primary Contest (UPC). 

· BUT Florida’s write-in loophole provides a way to close the UPC primary.  A write-in candidate specifies no party affiliation and runs only in the general election. The write-in candidate often doesn’t even campaign.  

· Yet the write-in candidate loophole gives voting rights only to members of the party holding the primary. Over 8 million voters were excluded from voting in Florida primaries as a result of the write-in loophole from 1998-2022. 

Arguments for school boards to remain nonpartisan (A “NO” vote on Amendment 1): 

 

*All registered voters, regardless of party affiliation can vote in nonpartisan elections.  Nearly 4,000,000 NPA voters in Florida would be excluded from voting for school board candidates in primaries if school board elections become partisan. In some circumstances, only voters of one party would have a say in selecting candidates. 

 

*Nonpartisan boards may have more incentives for collaboration and compromise. An effective school board requires collaboration and compromise for the greater good of the district and its students. Partisan members may make decisions based on the ‘party line’ and could increase political polarization, resulting in problems not solved and needs not met. 

 

*Nonpartisan elections maintain local control. 

Partisan candidates may support their party’s agenda rather than using first-hand knowledge and experience of the local district’s needs, issues, and best interests to provide the appropriate guidance and leadership. 

 

 

*Nonpartisanship promotes a school community with diverse perspectives and experiences.  

Partisan elections may create a politically charged school environment. This may reduce applications from potentially exemplary board members, highly qualified teachers, effective school administrators, and community volunteers.  

		 DID YOU KNOW?  New legislation passed in 

 2023 permits candidates from outside your county to run for your local school board.  They 

 need to move only if elected. Non-resident  partisan candidates may be unfamiliar with your  local district and may choose to focus more on a narrow political agenda than on local needs.  





Arguments for school boards to become partisan (A “YES” vote on Amendment 1): 

 

*Partisan school boards may contribute to transparency. 

A candidate’s party affiliation may predict how they will vote on controversial school board issues. 

 

*Partisan school boards are a logical outgrowth of the politicization of education. 

Since public education in Florida has become politicized with ideological differences reflected in new legislation, most school board elections have already become partisan.  

 

*Partisan school boards will align with other partisan races. 

Other local offices such as county commissioners and sheriffs are already partisan. School board races should be no different. 

 

 

References: https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/31/By

Version 

 https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2023/31/By

Version 

 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/FileStores/Web/ HouseContent/Approved/Web%20Site/education_ fact_sheets/2011/documents/2010-

11%20Florida%20District%20School%20Boards.

3b.pdf 

 

https://ballotpedia.org/Florida_Ballot_Access,_Pu blic_Campaign_Financing_and_Election_Process

_Revisions,_Amendment_11_(1998)  

  

https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/datastatistics/voter-registration-statistics/voterregistration-reports/voter-registration-by-partyaffiliation  

image6.png







image7.png







image8.png







image9.png







image10.png







image11.png







image12.png







image13.png







image14.png







image15.png







image16.png







image17.jpg







image18.jpg







image1.png







image2.png







image3.png







image4.png







image5.png








image17.jpg
ke 8
‘AGDE

¢ TN VOTERS
€ sTER
W CRTE

E





image18.jpg




image19.jpeg




image20.jpg




image21.jpeg




image22.jpeg
1 °

Solar Mobile:
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@ Corona Solar Consultants, LLC
L (352) 302-4466
Florida Corifisd SOmF Somtractor CVC57012

ThieSolarPowered Gonrtor ConSupply
A 5000 Watts of Continyous Power
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YOUR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

M District 1 (Crystal River, Ozello, Citronelle, Red Level):
Jeff Kinnard, jeff_kinnard@citrusbocc.com
M District 2 (Homosassa, Sugarmill Woods):
Diana Finegan, diana.finegan@citrusbocc.com
M District 3 (Beverly Hills, Pine Ridge, Citrus Springs):
Ruthie Davis Schlabach, ruthie.schlabach@citrusbocc.com
M District 4 (Floral City, part of Inverness):
Rebecca Bays, rebecca.bays@citrusbocc.com
M District 5 (part of Inverness, Hernando, Arrowhead):
Holly L. Davis, holly.davis@citrusbocc.com

NOTE: Correspondences, including email, are public records once
received by commissioners or county staff. As such, they may be
reauested bv anv member of the public.
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Citrus County Community Meetings

Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)

27 and 4t Tuesdays, 1:00 PM,

Citrus County Courthouse, 110 Apopka Ave. Inverness

Agenda & watch meetings online:
https://citrusbocc.com/departments/commissioners/county_meetings.php

Citrus County School District (CCSD) School Board
2nd Tuesday, 4:00 PM

1007 Main St. Inverness 34450

Agenda & watch meetings online:
https://www.citrusschools.org/school_board

Library Advisory Board

4th Wednesday of every other month (Dec. mtg. is Dec. 4) at 8:00 AM Lecanto
Gov't Bldg., 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto 34461
https://www.citrusbocc.com/departments/commissioners/advisory_boards
and_committees/special_library_district_advisory_board.php





image27.png
PROPERTY APPRAISER

(4 Year Term) Next Election 2024
Crege Dalton - Property Appraiser (R)

210 N. Apopka Ave, Suite 200

Inverness, FL 34450 3523416600

1540 N. Meadowcrest Bvd. Suite 400

Crystal River, FL 34423

e citruspa.org

TAX COLLECTOR

(4 Year Term) Next Election 2024
Janice Warren - Tax Collector (R)

210 N. Apopka Ave, Suite 100

Inverness, FL 34450 3523416500

1540 N. Meadowcrest Bvd., Suite 200

Crysta River, FL 34423

wcitruste.us
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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - DIST. 12

(2 Year Term) Next Election 2024
‘Gus Michael Bilirakis - Congressman (R)

Al of Citrus County

2306 Rayburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515 2022255755
o District Office:

212 W. Main St., Suite 208A.

Inverness, FL 34450 352.654-1004

wwwbilirakis house. gov

STATE

(4 Year Term) Next Election 2026
Ron DeSantis - Governor (R)
Jeanette Nufiez - Lt. Governor (R)
The Capitol, 400 5. Monroe t.
Tallahassee, FL 32399 8507179337
‘wwwflgov.comjcontact-governor/
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - DIST, 23

(2 Year Term) Next Election 2026
Ralph E. Massullo, MD - State Representa ve (R)

Al of Citrus County

308 House Office Bui

402 5. Monroe st.

Tallahassee, FL 32399 850-717-5023

or District Office:

106 E. Dampier St.

Inverness, FL 34450 3525274510

‘www.myfloridahouse.gov

CLERK OF THE CIRCUT COURT AND COMPTROLLER

(4 Year Term) Next Election 2024
Angela Vick - Clerk of Courts (R)

110N. Apopka Ave.

Inverness, FL 34450 352.341.6424

Clerk Annex

120 N. Montgomery Ave.

Inverness, FL 34450

West Citrus Government Center

1540 Meadowerest Bivd.

Crystal River, FL34429

wwwcitrusclerk.org

SHERIFF

(4 Year Term) Next Election 2024
Mike Prendergast - Sheriff (R)

1Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Ave.

Inverness, FL 34450 3527264488

wwwsheriffcitrus.org
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SRINNOF SCHOOLS

Sandra “Sam" Himmel - Superintendent of Schools (R)
1007 W. Maint.
Iverness, FL34450 527261931
e ctrue a2 00

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

18 Year Term) Next Eloction 2024.
Maureen ‘Mo’ Baird - Supervisor of Elections (R)

1500 . Meadowcrest B

Crystal Rive,FL 34425 3525647120

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

(8 Year Term)
110N, Apopka Ave, Inverness, FL 34450
3523416560 - wawwcitrusboce.com
District 1 - Jef Kinnard () - Next Election 2024
Precincts: 100, 101, 104, 105, 107
ts of: 102, 103, 103, 110, 301
‘Distrct 2. Diana Finegan (&) - Next Election 2026

recincts: 302, 305, 307
of: 300, 301
District 3 - Ruthie Davis Schiabach [R) - Next Election 2024

recincts: 108, 203, 205, 206
of: 102, 103, 109, 110, 204
District 4 - Rebecca Bays (8) - Next Hlection 2026
precincts: 406, 407, 408

1 of: 202, 300, 400, 402, 404, 405

District 5 - HollyDavis (8] - Next Election 2024
precincts: 200, 201, 208, 403
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STATE SENATE - DIST. 11

(4 Year Term) Next Election 2026
Blaise Ingoglia - State Senator (R)

Al of Citrus County

312 Senate Building.

404 5. Monroe St.

Tallahassee, FL 32399 8504875011

or District Office:

2943 Landover Bivd.

Spring Hill, FL 34608 352.666-5707

wwwfisenate gov/senators/s11
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FEDERAL

(4 Year Term) Next Election 2024
Joseph R. Biden - President (D)
Kamala Harris - Vice President (D)
The White House.
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW.
Washington, DC 20500 2024561414
wwwawhitehouse gov.

(6 Year Term) Next Election 2028
Marco Rubio - United States Senator (R)

United States Senate

284 Russell Senate Office Bidg.

Washington, DC 20510 2022243041

o District Office:

2015, Orange Ave., Suite 350

Orlando, FL32801  Toll Free: 866-630-7106

www.rubio.senate.gov/public

(6 Year Term) Next Election 2024
Rick Scott - United States Senator (R)

502 Hart Senate Office Bidg.

Washington, DC 20510 2022245278

or District Office:

801 N. Florida Ave., Suite 421

Tampa, FL 33602 8132257040

wwwrickscott.senate.gov
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Inverness City Council resident Jacquie Hepfer, eft presents Dr. B.J. Ezell and Carmen Hernandez
with a proclamation deciaring April as National Minority Health Month.
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g T
LEARN ABOUT

TARDIVE DYSKINESIA
What is it? Who is at risk? Whether
you know someone who lives with TD
or as a professional you deal with
persons who exhibit the signs, this
presentation will help you understand
the condition.

TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2024

7PM - 8PM

CITRUS COUNTY YMCA
ROOM B

4127 W NORVELL
BRYANT HWY, LECANTO,
FL 34461
WWW.NAMICITRUS.ORG

HOSTED BY
@NAMI Citrus

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

e ' William Cotes
A Senior Director
; h : stionslOrganization fox
National and Neurocrine Big P Oyitadia
—

T
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Good turnout at minority health fair
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Maureen ‘Mo’ Baird
Supervisor of Elections
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Maureen ‘Mo’ Baird
Supervisor of Elections
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League of Women Voters of Citrus County
Meet and Greet with the Candidates for

The Citrus County School Board
‘Wednesday, May § at 10:00 AM

May $ 5t 10:00 AM st the Coastal Region Library, 8619 W Crystal St, Crystl River,
L3428,

Bl e canidtes scgment Rosemsy Nille Eduesion Caic il s “Areodest
1 PatianSchoo Bosnd Elsions” ot wil deid s Novermbet whethes ot 1600

B Al v conddte v accepted h Lesge' vitation 0 b o thsehcs
andshir thk e o plans. Followp trduchon,cchcadhdate wil et
uesion at et owe bl e nd ol

The Public Is Invited: For more information please call 352-613-5056 or

[emai hevcc201 3@gmail.com Vist lnvcitru.org and Face book page "League
5 Women Voters of Citrue County”.

o A T e S

e s
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League of Women Voters of Citrus County
Meet and Greet with the Candidates for

Florida House of Representatives and Supervisor of Elections
Wednesday, June 12 at 10:00 AM
At the Citrus Springs Community Center

On Wednesday, June 12 at 10:00 AM, at the Citrus Springs Community Center*, you’ll
have an opportunity to Meet and Greet the Candidates for Citrus County Supervisor of
Elections and State Representative for Florida. House, District 23.

This two-part meeting begins with a brief engaging activity by the League:
Test Your Voter 1.0., followed by the candidates’ portion.

The following candidates have accepted the
LWVCC's invitation: Supervisor of Elections:
Maureen (Mo) Baird (R) and Tifani Long (R).

Florida House of Representatives: Tod Cloud (R),
J.J. Grow (R), and Judith Vowels (D). Each
candidate will have three minutes to introduce
themselves and discuss their ideas and plans.
Instead of questions from the audience, after the
presentations, audience members will be able to
talk individually with the candidates at their tables.

Please join us on June 12 at 10:00 AM* for this informative meeting! Our 2024 Candidate Meet and

Greet meetings will continue through the summer, so stay tuned for more details.

* Note change of location! Citrus Springs Community Center is located at
1570 West Citrus Springs Boulevard, Citrus Springs, FL. 34434.

The Public is Invited: For more information please call 352-613-5056 or
email Iwvcc2013@gmail.com.Visit lwvcitrus.org and Facebook page “League
of Women Voters of Citrus County”.

The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan political organization, encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to increase understanding of policy issues, and influences public
policy through education and advocacy.
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UPCOMING LWVCC
MIEET AND GREETS

Wed. May 8 10:00 AM
*Candidates for Citrus County School Board
*Two-part meeting:
TOPIC: Amendment 1: Partisan School Board Elections
Speaker Rosemary Nilles, LWVCC
MEET&GREET: Each candidate will have 3 minutes to introduce
themselves with time for individual conversations.
Coastal Region Library, 8619 W Crystal St, Crystal River, FL 34428

Wed. June 12, 10:00 AM

*Candidates for Citrus County Supervisor of Elections and

Florida House of Representatives , Dist.23
*Two-part meeting:

TOPIC: “ TEST YOUR VOTING LQ.”

MEET&GREET Each candidate will have 3 minutes to

introduce themselves with time for individual conversations.
Citrus Springs Community Center

570 W Citrus Springs Blvd, Citrus Springs, 34434

Wed. July 10, 10:00 AM
*Candidates for Citrus County = 8
Board of Commissioners (BOCC) ML.,J.
*Two-part meeting:
TOPIC: Florida’s Expanding Preemption Laws: Speaker: LWVCC
MEET & GREET: Each candidate will have 3 minutes to introduce
themselves with time for individual conversations.
Citrus Springs Community Center
570 W Citrus Springs Blvd, Citrus Springs, 34434

Visit our website: www.lwvcitrus.org

Facebook: League of Women Voters of Citrus County WYV
League of Women Voters (LWV) is committed to

empowering voters through

nonpartisan education and advocacy. LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS®
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