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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 
CITRUS COUNTY FLORIDA 
NEWSLETTER, FEBRUARY, 2024
Vicky Iozzia is the Editor of this newsletter.
Our mailing address is LWVCC. P. O. Box 1903, 
Lecanto, FL 34460

AT OUR FEBRUARY 13, 2024 MEETING DR. LAVON WRIGHT-BRACY WILL SPEAK ABOUT BLACK HISTORY AND HER EXPERIENCES WITH INTEGRATION. SHE WILL ALSO HAVE COPIES OF HER BOOK, “A BRAVE LITTLE COOKIE” AVAILABLE FOR SALE AND SIGNING. SEE THE FLYER AT THE END OF THE NEWSLETTER

OUR MARCH 13, 2024 MEETING FEATURES GERRY MULLIGAN, RETIRED EDITOR OF THE CITRUS COUNTY CHRONICLE. SEE THE FLYER AT THE END OF THE NEWSLETTER TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION FOR THE LUNCHEON AT CAFÉ AROMAS IN LECANTO. 
Please visit our facebook page and "like" us!
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersofcitruscounty
                    

                   HAPPY FEBRUARY, 2024!
                                   [image: ]
PLUS: February is Black History Month
and American Heart Month
Saturday, Feb 3, National Women Physicians Day,
Wednesday, Feb 7, National Girls and Women in Sports Day,
Monday, Feb 12, Lincoln’s Birthday,
Wednesday, Feb 15, Susan B Anthony’s Birthday
Saturday, Feb 17, Random Acts of Kindness Day,
Sunday, Feb 18, National Drink Wine Day,
Tuesday, Feb 20, National Love Your Pet Day
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Vicky Iozzia, Co-President,
Speakers Bureau Chair, Newsletter Editor, Webmaster
This letter was published in the Citrus County Chronicle on January 10, 2024
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Our January 9, 2024 meeting
at the Coastal Region Library
Dr. Jill Lewis-Spector.
spoke about book bans
	Her credentials are impressive. She was Professor Emerita of Literacy Education at New Jersey City University. She was President of the International Literacy Association. She has authored 8 books, numerous research articles, and been a keynote speaker on literacy throughout the US and in more than 30 countries.
	The title of her speech was “Book bans and other hot topics”. Since this is a controversial topic, we were prepared for some controversy. There was none.
	If you were not there, you are cheating yourself out of wonderful opportunities to hear great speakers and get pertinent information. 
	I am a Toastmaster so I listen to speakers and can’t help evaluating their effectiveness. When she spoke, the room was totally silent. The audience was entranced by her demeanor and the effectiveness of the information she was delivering. 
Afterward the Board took her to lunch and enjoyed her company. 
If you would like to see her presentation, email vickyiozzia@gmail.com and I will send it to you. 
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Martin Luther King Day, Monday, January 15, 2024

	There were two MLK celebrations in our county. One was in Inverness, the other in Crystal River.  The Crystal River High Color Guard led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Children read or memorized parts of Dr. King’s “I have a dream” speech. Reverend Ronald Sutton spoke. The celebration was looking back at Dr. King, and looking forward to implementing his teachings. 
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	Judy Howe, Co-President
It was a very pleasant Chamber of Commerce Luncheon/Meeting that was held December 15, 2023, at the Citrus Hills Golf and Country Club.  The event was hosted by The Businesswomen’s Alliance and sponsored by Seven Rivers Christian School.  The Guest Speakers were Charlene Bostek, the Principal’s Secretary at Crystal River Primary School, Dr. Scott Hebert, Citrus County School District Assistant Superintendent, and Amy Crowel, Director of Assessment, Accountability and Monitoring for Citrus County School District.

All the speakers were very informative about Education in Citrus County.  Graphs were provided to reference what was being spoken about.  They made us all proud of the leadership and education in all our schools.

The highlight came when The Businesswomen’s Alliance announced that their group had raised $704,225 toward scholarships for our local high schools.

Dr. Scott Hebert left us with his personal quote: “Your Path Plus Your Choice Equals Our Future”.

An altogether lovely and inspiring luncheon.

Photos from the Chamber Luncheon:
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Peg Primeau, Secretary, Reproductive Health & Justice
Peg and many other people, volunteers and paid people, worked hard to get the required number of verified signatures to get this on the ballot. 

By Jim Saunders News Service of Florida
TALLAHASSEE — Supporters of a proposed constitutional amendment aimed at ensuring abortion rights in Florida have submitted enough valid petition signatures to get on the November ballot, a key step in what could become the state’s biggest political battle this year.
The Florida Division of Elections website Friday morning showed that 910,946 valid signatures had been tallied for the proposal, which is sponsored by the political committee Floridians Protecting Freedom. That topped a requirement of submitting 891,523 signatures to qualify for the ballot.
Also, Floridians Protecting Freedom met a requirement to meet signature thresholds in at least half of the state’s 28 congressional districts. Unofficial totals on the Division of Elections website showed that the committee exceeded the thresholds in 17 of the 28 districts.
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Protecting Our Teens in the Workplace
Rosemary Nilles

  Protecting kids and teens is an adult responsibility! But controversial bills to weaken Child Labor Laws are moving quickly through the Florida Legislature. Florida’s official legislative session began on January 9th, following months of preparation and meetings.

Florida’s current Child Labor Laws were designed to protect health and safety, prevent workplace exploitation, and encourage completion of education while students gain valuable work experience. Employers are prohibited from scheduling 15–17-year-olds to work more than eight hours, or during school hours, or during the night when they have school the next day. Teens may not work more than 30 hours a week when school is in session, or for more than six days in a row, even when school isn’t in session. Employers must provide them a 30-minute break after four consecutive work hours. Exemptions can be requested based on a student’s life circumstances.
House Bill 49, “Employment and Curfew of Minors” was approved in committee in December. It would remove these protections except for 15-year-olds.  Employers could schedule 16–17-year-olds for work during the night on school days, or for more than 30 hours a week during the school year, and for more than six days in a row. Mandatory breaks would be eliminated.   HB 49 also preempts local governments from passing stricter ordinances.  Amendments to lessen its harm were voted down.
Following public pressure, HB 49 was amended on January 10th to reinstate the prohibition on 16–17-year-olds working overnight on school days. Otherwise, employers can schedule teens ages 16-17 to work the same hours as workers 18 and older:  more than six days a week, over 30 hours a week.  Teens would be allowed the same breaks as older co-workers.  Senate Bill 1596 also weakens child labor protections, to a lesser degree. 
Roofing work is deemed a hazardous occupation in state and federal law and is generally banned for teens under 18.  But SB 460, “Career and Technical Education” weakens current safety protections, allowing 16–17-year-olds to work on scaffolding, roofing, or building construction sites if they’ve received OSHA certification, and under supervision of someone age 21 or older. 

Proponents say that teens should have more freedom to work if they choose, with less government interference.  They argue that relaxing Child Labor Laws will help Florida’s severe labor shortage.  HB 49’s sponsor, Rep. Linda Chaney shared, “This is an opportunity for families to be able to help themselves and build life skills that will serve them later in life and help our small businesses who will help our labor shortages all in one." http://tinyurl.com/5934b59k Powerful lobbying organizations back these bills.

These proposals are deeply concerning. Students, whose role is to obtain an education, are not the solution for labor problems. Too many work hours are likely to interfere with school performance and attendance. For some, the allure of what seems to be high wages may lead to dropping out of school, often leading to a lifetime of lowered earning potential.  Economically deprived and immigrant students are most likely to be impacted.
Florida’s Child Labor laws have been strengthened over the decades.  Yet Florida Policy Institute reports that child labor violations nearly tripled from 2019 to 2022.  http://tinyurl.com/2375ak85  Our teens need more protections, rather than fewer.
There is some irony in these proposals to undo many of the current safeguards that were previously deemed important for our teens. Why would a state that claims to protect children weaken their protections in the workplace?  This happens even as lawmakers study the chronic absenteeism that plagues Florida public schools. 
The primary work of our teens is to be students.  Protecting the education of young people is an investment in their futures.  Lawmakers should let our kids be kids, prioritize their education, and solve the labor shortage with other innovative ideas.  Further revisions can be expected as bills move rapidly through the legislature. Concerned Floridians should contact their legislators quickly.
· Rep. Ralph Massullo. 850-717-5023. ralph.massullo@myfloridahouse.gov
· Sen. Blaise Ingoglia. 850-487-5011. Ingoglia.Blaise.web@flsenate.gov

Rosemary Nilles is Vice President and Education Chair for League of Women Voters of Citrus County.
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	                                                Jan Hall
                  “We stand on the shoulders of those who walked before us.”
Jan will be going through the archives of notes from our League and sharing them with us. 
I was casually strolling through my archives of the LWVCC of the past and came
across this article. Gerry will be our guest speaker for the Annual Luncheon on
March 13 2024. We are celebrating Women’s History Month. I thought this would
be an appropriate past article for our newsletter. He made some very good points.
Please note his mention of the time it took for women to get the vote.
******************************************************************

Written by Gerry Mulligan. Date Unknown.
Upon reflection, I need to admit that the Chronicle has been part of an unhealthy
debate going on in this country over our national politics.
That absurdity of the debate has been played out on the editorial pages of the
newspaper and in some of our Sound Off calls. It is time for it to stop.
You know the opinions I am talking about. One letter writer will make wild claims
and then in a few days another partisan will write in and object to those claims.
Along the way, they both taking personal shots at each other for being un-American
or just plain dumb.
In the end, no opinions are changed and everyone ends up unhappy.
Many people just stop reading.
Over the past few years, we have frequently rejected letters from writers who make
accusations based on their political filter and not on the facts. But we have also
printed many letters and Sound Offs that have just gone too far.

In a most recent absurd case, two letter writers wanted us to sit down in a face-to-
face negotiation so we could all argue about who is right.
I would rather explain algebra to my dog.
The Chronicle is a local newspaper that focuses on what is happening in Citrus
County. I have staff members who have covered local government for more than 30
years and have a deep understanding of what is happening on the local level.
We have no such expertise on national affairs. We are not the arbitrators of the fact
and fiction presented to Americans today. What I do know is that the bitter
advocates on both sides of the debate are doing great damage to our nation.
In America, I would like to think we have a tradition of coming together to find
consensus on our problems. We can disagree with great emotion, but in the end,
we are still Americans.
Remember, it took more than 125 years for us to agree that women deserved the
right to vote. Is there anyone out there who still wants to argue that men and
women should not have equal rights? The great part about our constitutional form
of government is that it can withstand. The American who lives across the street is
not your enemy. They might be a citizen with a different political view than you
have, but in this country, we live together and grind through the issues until we find
resolution.
Today I am letting everyone know that we are going to tighten up the standards on
what kind of letters to the editor we publish in the Chronicle. We are wide open for
letters about local issues and I urge you to take advantage of that invitation.
The same standards will apply to Sound Off calls.

I want to hear about problems in our community or people doing great things. And
it’s fine if you want to criticize or praise local officials and their actions.
However, we are going to be much more selective about publishing opinions on
national issues, especially when it comes to vilifying the folks on the other side of
the debate. We are not experts on the national or international issues and we don’t
want to be.
In addition, we do not have the resources to spend hours fact checking many of the
claims that are made in the letters or Sound Off.
I personally blame social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter for the
deterioration of our civil discourse. In addition, there is a new class of political
professional who believe using fear and anger is a great way to win voters.
It might be good for the politicians, but it’s awful for the country.
We are going to try to be more responsible going forward. Letters on national
issues will be considered, but once the insults and name-calling begins, they will be
rejected. We are a local newspaper and we want to celebrate, criticize and opine
about the issues in our community.





                
                              


2024 CANDIDATE DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
ELECTIONS 
	Primary Election  
	August 20, 2024 

	General Election 
 
	November 5, 2024 


LAST DAY CANDIDATES CAN CHANGE PARTY FOR 2024 ELECTIONS  F.S. 99.021 
Judicial 	April 23, 2023 
County Office 	June 11, 2023 
 
PETITIONS DUE  F.S. 99.095 
Judicial 	Noon, March 25, 2024 
County and Special District 	Noon, May 13, 2024 
 
VALID PETITIONS NEEDED 
Constitutional, County Commission, and School Board 	1,222 
Special District 	25 
 
RESIGN TO RUN  F.S. 99.012 
Judicial 	April 12, 2024 
County and Special District 	May 31, 2024 
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QUALIFYING PERIOD  F.S. 99.061 
Judicial 	Noon, April 22, 2024 to Noon, April 26, 2024 
County and Special District 	Noon, June 10, 2024 to Noon, June 14, 2024 
 
   Per Florida Statute, we may accept and hold qualifying papers 2 weeks prior to qualifying. 
 
REGISTRATION BOOK CLOSINGS  F.S. 97.055 
	Primary Election 
	July 22, 2024 

	General Election 
 
EARLY VOTING  F.S. 101.657 
	October 7, 2024 

	Primary Election 
	August 9, 2024 to August 17, 2024 

	General Election 
	October 21, 2024 to November 2, 2024 


 
 
 
Primary Election dates listed are tentative and subject to change by the Florida Legislature. 
VoteCitrus.gov                    352-564-7120 
Citrus County Supervisor of Elections ~ PO Box 1870 ~ Lecanto, Florida 34460 


 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Dr Elizabeth Orsay
Janet Skehan

      

       WELCOME BACK TO THE LEAGUE!

Susan Moore
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If you are interested in joining the 
League of Women Voters of Citrus County, 
Fill out the form below and mail it to us at
LWVCC, P. O. Box 1903, Lecanto, FL 34460

Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________
____________________________________
Email address_________________________
Phone (home)_________________________
Phone (cell)___________________________
Individual $65______
Household $90
Student Free
Susan B. Anthony $105*
Household $150*
*Includes $40 donation
Credit card name__________________________
Credit card number ________________________
Expiration Date, month and year______________
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Making the world
a better place

I recently had an experience
that was inspiring. I accompa-
nied a relative to the Moffitt
Cancer Center. If you have never
been there, you might think it is
depressing. It is quite the oppo-
site.

The atmosphere is welcoming
and positive. The building is
immaculate, inside and out-
side. Everyone has a smile. You
cannot get lost because there is
always someone near to help.

The appointment times are
on schedule. The doctors and
nurse practitioners are thor-
ough, pleasant, and answer all
questions from patients and the
family. They form relationships
that put everyone at ease. They
listen.

It was a cold day, and while
we waited for the valet parking

LEITTENRO IV INL Lvnivn

W Viewpoints depicted i political
cartoons, columns or letters do
not necessarily represent the
opinion of the editorial board.

M Groups or individuals are

in a letter to the editor.

W Persons wishing to address the
editorial board, which meets
weekly, should call Jim Gouvel-
lis at 352-563-5660.

M All letters must be signed and
include a phone number and
hometown, including letters
sent via email. Names and

there was a heater on the side-
walk to keep us warm.

Why can’t more of the world
be like this? It shouldn’t take
much to be pleasant, helpful,
and look out for other people

invited to express their opinions

OPINIONS INVITED

hometowns will be printed;
phone numbers will not be
published or given out.

W We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, libel, fairmess
and good taste.

M Letters must be no longer than
400 words, and writers will be
limited to four letters per
month.

M SEND LETTERS TO: The Editor,
1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd.,
Crystal River, FL 34429; or
email to letters@chronicle
online.com.

instead of just oneself.

I recently met a man who
appeared to be so charming and
caring. When I asked a relative
of his if he had always been that

he got cancer.”

Don’t wait until potential trag-
edy strikes. We can all make the
world a better place if we turn
our energies in that direction. It
works for Moffitt. Although it
would be difficult for some peo-
ple to change, the ultimate goal
is a win-win for everyone.

Vicky lozzia
Beverly Hills

Need new sheriff,
not cameras

I'had to chime in on red light
cameras. Bad idea and an
excuse to spend more taxpay-
er money. Years ago when [
lived in Miami, there were two
motorcycle cops (Miami Police
Department) that were stationed
near an intersection to catch
people who ran red lights and
other traffic violations. Me and

way, she said, “he changed when a friend of mine used to hangout
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YOUR COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

M District 1 (Crystal River, Ozello, Citronelle, Red Level):
Jeff Kinnard, jeff_kinnard@citrusbocc.com
M District 2 (Homosassa, Sugarmill Woods):
Diana Finegan, diana.finegan@citrusbocc.com
M District 3 (Beverly Hills, Pine Ridge, Citrus Springs):
Ruthie Davis Schlabach, ruthie.schlabach@citrusbocc.com
M District 4 (Floral City, part of Inverness):
Rebecca Bays, rebecca.bays@citrusbocc.com
M District 5 (part of Inverness, Hernando, Arrowhead):
Holly L. Davis, holly.davis@citrusbocc.com

NOTE: Correspondences, including email, are public records once
received by commissioners or county staff. As such, they may be
reauested bv anv member of the public.
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Citrus County Community Meetings

Board of County Commissioners (BOCC)

27 and 4t Tuesdays, 1:00 PM,

Citrus County Courthouse, 110 Apopka Ave. Inverness

Agenda & watch meetings online:
https://citrusbocc.com/departments/commissioners/county_meetings.php

Citrus County School District (CCSD) School Board
2nd Tuesday, 4:00 PM

1007 Main St. Inverness 34450

Agenda & watch meetings online:
https://www.citrusschools.org/school_board

Library Advisory Board

4th Wednesday of every other month (Dec. mtg. is Dec. 4) at 8:00 AM Lecanto
Gov't Bldg., 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto 34461
https://www.citrusbocc.com/departments/commissioners/advisory_boards
and_committees/special_library_district_advisory_board.php
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Maureen ‘Mo’ Baird
Supervisor of Elections
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Maureen ‘Mo’ Baird
Supervisor of Elections
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Speakers Bureau
Available Presentations

* Understanding School Choice

* Gun Safety in Florida

*Voter Empowerment

* Ranked Choice Voting

* Affordable Housing

* Balance of Powers

* Civics, Civility, and
Critical Thinking

* Florida Government

* Fracking in Florida

* Healthcare

* Importance of US Courts

* Juvenile Justice in Florida

* Lock it Up Program

* National Popular Vote

* News: Separating Fact from
Fiction

* Plastics: Refuse, Reduce, Recycle

* Women'’s Suffrage, Your Voice,
Your Vote

*Voter Suppression, Then and Now

‘We will bring a PowerPoint presentation
with the latest information and research.
"To arrange for a speaker, contact Vicky
Tozzia, vickyiozzia@gmail.com and you
will receive a registration form to plan for

the presentation.
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League of Women Voters of
Citrus County

Dr. LaVon Wright Bracy has been a champion for the rights of
others since she was a child. She’s known in Central Florida for
her vigorous encouragement to increase voter registration and
for single handedly registering over 1200 people. She has been
the voice and the feet that spread the significance of exercising
the right to vote by encouraging people to cast their vote on
Election Day.

LaVon was a student in Alachua County, Florida, when it inte-

grated. She became the first African American to graduate from

Gainesville High School in 1965. Her gripping story has been

written for elementary school children to introduce them to the
civil rights struggles and sacrifices made to make the world a better place. She applied her experi-
ences as she authored Making Them Whole (1990), Beyond Bravery (2012) and A Brave Little
Cookie (2019).

The meeting is at the Coastal Region Library, 8619 W Crystal St, Crystal River, 34428 on Tuesday
February 13 at 10:00 AM. The public is invited. For more information call 352-637-9623 or

email wvec2013@gmail.com.

BOOK SIGNING and SALE

Following her presentation, Dr. Bracy
will hold a Book Signing for her latest
publication A Brave Little Cookie, which
she will have for sale.

The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization, never
endorsing or opposing political parties or candidates. LWVFL develops
positions on issues only after careful study and consensus.
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League of Women Voters of Citrus County

Annual Luncheon

The public is invited to the League of Women Voters of Citrus County for
their Annual Luncheon and Meeting, Wednesday , March 13 at Café Aromas.

GUEST SPEAKER: Gerry Mulligan
Former Editor of the Citrus Chronicle

The League of Women Voters of Citrus County is honored to have retired
Chronicle Editor, Gerry Mulligan, as the guest speaker for their Anniversary
Luncheon on Wednesday, March 13, 2024,

Gerry is a popular figure in Citrus County with a reputation for his humorous
conversation, sincere interest in our community, and generous services. He

will reminisce about Citrus County in the past and stories of past elections.

The luncheon will be at the Cafe Aromas,

299 E Gulf to Lake Hwy, Lecanto, FL Menu Options:
34461 at 11:30 AM on ‘(/Ved-neszﬁ{y, March Café Soup and Salad
13. There will be a special luncheon menu. Chicken Wrap

Al meals are $15, including tax and gra-
tuities. Please bring payment in cash or
Cﬁ“&to b'epai(fat cﬁeck,—in. Please makg Certified Angus Sirloin Burger
check out to LUNCC.

Garden Veggie Quesadilla

Please RSVP by March 1. Call 352-637-9623 or 352-613-5056
to reserve a seat and give your menu option.

Raffles , and a 50/50 will be held.

League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization, never endorsing or opposing political
parties or candidates. LWVFL develops positions on issues only after careful study and consensus
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